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Inside this issue: 

During the last months three 
of our members, namely Ian 
Grieves, John Howe and Ross 
Neasham have retired from 
Parish Council duties. We 
thank them for their service 
and their commitment and 
wish them well for the future. 
We extend a warm welcome to 
three new councilors, Ian 
Shinwell, Gerry Woodhouse 
and Joanne Williams. Togeth-
er we aim to serve the commu-
nity dealing with local issues 
as well as directives from the 
wider Hambleton area. Parish 
Council meetings are held on 
the third Monday  

of every month at 7.30pm in the 
village hall, when residents are 
encouraged to attend and are 
invited to raise any issues or 
concerns that they may have. 

Due to the timing of the news-
letter our welcome to the RevD  
Linda Shipp, as Vicar of the 
Benefice of Whorlton and her 
husband Peter is somewhat de-
layed, but we extend a warm 
welcome to them and trust that 
they find happiness and fulfill-
ment within their parish work. 
Finally we send good wishes to 
everyone for a Happy ,  Healthy  
and peaceful 2006 



Do You Know ? 

The Cleveland Bay emanates 
from the Cleveland area of 
North East England,  Without 
doubt it is Britain's oldest 
breed of horse.  It came to 
prominence in the late 18th 
Century when it was the gold-
en age of carriage driving. 
Cleveland Bays were exported 
all over the world to provide 
matched pairs and  teams for 
carriages of all types, includ-
ing many London Cabs.  The 
coming of the motor car and 
tractor put an end to the de-
mand for Cleveland Bays.    In 
the mid 1860’s one of the 
main breeders of Cleveland 

Bays is noted as being Fred 
Wilson Horsfall of Potto. Any-
one know what happened to 
Fred? 

 

Notice has been received from 
the Highways Agency regard-
ing the closure of the Black 
Swan Crossroads and the ex-
perimental order prohibiting U 
turns between the Crathorne 
interchange and the Tontine 
interchange. Since the order 
came into force ninety two 
objections have been received  
by the Highways Agency 
against the order. The Secre-
tary of State has considered all 
of the proposals and believes 
that the likelihood of danger to 
the public is to great to leave 
the gap at the Black Swan 

Open, or permit u-turn manoeu-
vres at the remaining gaps. The 
order has proved successful in 
reducing road traffic accidents 
and for these reasons  the Secre-
tary of State has decided to make 
the order permanent.   

 

The Highways Agency has as-
sessed a number of  improvement 
schemes for the crossroads and 
feasibility studies have identified 
an economically viable scheme 
which includes a bridge over the 
A19 at the junction. This scheme 
has been taken forwards subject 
to the availability of funding. 

Black Swan Crossroads 
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Recycle your 

Tree this Christ-

mas 

 

Christmas Trees 

can be recycled 

at the village 

hall car park 

between the 

31st December 

and the 16th of 

January 2005: 



The Longest Ride On The Shortest Day 
On December 21st 2005 ,the 
shortest day of the year, three 
local motorcyclists rode  870 
miles from Lands End to John 
O’Groats. Their aim was to 
raise money for the Red Cross 
Asian Earthquake Disaster 
appeal. 

Iain Corser and Mike Poad of 
Darlington and Ross Neasham 
of Potto, organised the ride to 
be carried out in “rotation”. 
That is one bike, a ’98 Honda 
VFR 800, and one support ve-
hicle. When rider one was on 
the bike, rider three would 
drive the support vehicle and 
rider two would rest The sys-
tem repeated throughout the 
journey  This meant that stops 
were scheduled for fuel and 
rider changes approximately 
every one hundred and fifty 
miles.  

The journey started at 06.00 at 
Lands End , and was complet-
ed at John O’Groats  by 
20.00 ,well within the eighteen 
hour target set. Weather condi-
tions varied on the day. The 
first 150 miles were in patchy 
fog which gave way to drizzle 
for the next stage. High winds 
and showers continued into 
Scotland, where wintry show-
ers carried on to north of Inver-
ness. The last stage to the fin-
ish was dry but very windy. 
The Honda VFR 800 per-
formed faultlessly throughout 
the journey, giving a high de-

gree of comfort, weather protec-
tion and economy . The bike was 
prepared by White Brothers  of 
Darlington. Anyone wishing to 
contribute  to the fund raising can  
send cheques made out to the Brit-
ish Red Cross, to Ross Neasham at 
5 Cooper Lane. 

Its good to see that when Parish 
Councillors step down there are 
still things left to do that can raise 
the same levels of excitement and 
adrenalin  as a Monday night meet-
ing in Potto village hall. Well done 
Ross !!!! 
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On The Beat 
November has seen a spate of 
burglaries in the area, mainly 
in and around Stokesley. 
North Yorkshire Police in-
creased their resources in this 
area and this resulted in the 
arrest of two prolific criminals 
from the Cleveland area. Two 
youths were spotted forcing 
vehicle locks in Hutton Rudby 
and were later arrested, In Pot-
to the locks on a diesel tank 
were forced and diesel stolen. 
Please remain vigilant and 
help to reduce these figures 
and keep Potto a safe, crime 
free village. 

Your local police officers for 
the Hutton Rudby beat include 
PCs Jim Hunter, Carol Gordon 
& Helen Kay. They can be 
contacted on  01609-783131 
ext 4521 or 4522 

A big Thank You  goes  out to 
Richard and Ann Preston for  
the gift of a beautiful Christmas 
Tree for the village. Thanks also 
to Amy for organising, and to 
John and Pam Fanthorpe for 
providing the lights. I am sure 
that you will all agree the tree 
sets the festive mood of the vil-
lage at this time of year. 
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  2004 2005 

Violent     0          0 

Burglary     0           0 

Auto Crime    1    2 

Anti Social    3    2 

Total Crimes    3    3 

Total Incidents   21   21 

The crime statistics for the area 
including Hutton Rudby, Rudby 
and Potto for 2005 remain simi-
lar to those for 2004. However 
the overall trend for the year 
shows a decrease in the number 
of crimes committed and an 
increase in arrests. 

. 

 Village Christmas Tree 

Remember to 

lock up your 

sheds and 

outbuildings. 

Do not 
encourage the 
opportunist 
thief 



NOTICE BOARD 

Donations for a new village no-
tice board to be erected in 
memory of our past Parish 
Council Chairman John Cousans 
have been received from more 
than 80% of the residents of the 
village.  This has allowed the 
Parish Council to select an ap-
propriate notice board following 
an extensive review of products 
available in the market place. An 
order has been placed, and deliv-
ery and installation will be in the 
New Year. An unveiling cere-
mony is being planned  when a 
firm installation date has been 
fixed. Many thanks to all who 
have contributed towards this 
fitting memorial and valuable 
addition to the fabric of the vil-
lage. 

Potto Shorts 
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SHARPSBIN 

The dangers of children picking 
up sharp objects such as hypo-
dermic needles etc is often re-
ported in the media. This situa-
tion has been exacerbated by the 
drug sub culture and the spread 
of Aids. Fortunately this situa-
tion is not a common occurrence 
in a small village such as Potto,  
However one should always 
remain vigilant. The District 
Council has provided a 
SharpsBin for the village which 
will be kept  

kept in the Village Hall and is 
a complete kit that can be used 
for the safe collection and dis-
posal of used needles, syringes 
and other sharp objects. Any-
one finding such an object can 
contact any member of the 
Parish Council or Village Hall 
committee to gain access to 
the hall. Alternatively the local 
council can be contacted to 
remove objects. 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
RECYCLING 

Hambleton District Council is 
once again running its Christ-
mas Tree recycling scheme. 
As in previous years the col-
lection point will be the village 
hall car park and the scheme 
will run from Friday Decem-
ber the 31st through to Sunday 
the 5th of January. Last year 
Potto had one of the highest 
levels of recycling for Christ-
mas trees in the area, so try 
and keep up the good work in 
recycling. 

30 MPH SIGNS 

We are still awaiting the in-
stallation of the 30mph signs 
in the village. It is hoped that 
they will be installed in the 
New Year. Please remember 
to observe speed limits in the 
village at all times. 



LICENSING ACT 2003 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FOLLOWING APPLIC-
TION HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO HAMBLETON DISTRICT 
COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE ACT : 

 

NAME OF APPLICANT:                            POTTO VILLAGE HALL 

      

POSTAL ADDRESS OF PREMISES:                 14  COOPER LANE 

                                                                                POTTO 

                                                                                DL6 3HQ 

 

PROPOSED LICENSABLE ACTIVITIES:.        PLAYS, FILMS,  
            MUSIC, DANCE. 

 

The register of applications and the record of this application is availa-
ble for inspection at the Licensing Section, Hambleton District Coun-
cil, Civic Centre, Stone Cross , Northallerton. 

 

Representations concerning this application should be submitted, in 
writing, to the above-named by no  later than 14th January 2006. 

 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in 
connection with an application and a person guilty of such an offence 
is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the 
standard scale . 

 

         Dated this   20th Day of December 2005 



Mobile Library 

09.30—09.50 
 
J A N  1 0 T H  
 
J A N  3 1 S T  
 
F E B  2 1 S T  

The library van 
stops outside 
Chimes Cottage 

 

The Grand Theatre Of Lem-

mings provided  a live comedy 

extravaganza at Potto village 

hall in December. A chaotic 

mixture of  Slapstick, Magic, 

Comedy and Audience Partici-

pation started the festive sea-

son off with a bang. A mixed 

audience of  around 60 enjoyed 

a fun filled evening that raised 

some much needed funds for 

the village hall. 

Potto Village Hall is an integral 
part of the community, provid-
ing a vibrant venue for meet-
ings, arts, entertainment and 
local events. The hall however 
requires a regular income for 
continued operation for such 
things as:-   

Maintenance 
There is an on-going mainte-
nance program in place for the 
village hall and this is  the big-
gest financial outgoing each 
year for the village hall manage-
ment committee.  Replacing 
roof tiles,  painting, lighting  etc 
are just some of the on-going 
projects.. Larger jobs such as 
conversion for wheelchair ac-
cess  is just one  activity under 
consideration . 

 

Hall Hire Rates  
Functions, Parties, Events, make 
use of your village hall. 

 

Potto Residents        £ 5 per hour 

Regular Bookings    £ 7 per hour 

Non Residents         £12 per hour 

 

 Insurance 
Insurance is the second largest 
expenditure annually for the 
village hall and unfortunately 
increasing insurance premiums 
are a sign of the times and vil-
lage hall insurance has in-
creased alarmingly over the last 
few years.  

The committee raises funds for 
these programs through the var-
ious events held in the hall and 
also from  hall rentals through-
out the year.  

a wide variety of events with an 
attractive program of arts and 
entertainment is provided for 
the residents of  Potto each year. 

Please continue to support your 
village hall in any way you can. 
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Festive Frolics 



Please contact Andy Wilde at Gibson House (Tel 700077) or E-mail 
awilde@tiscali.co.uk , if you would like to contribute to the newsletter.  

SUPPORT YOUR 
VILLAGE HALL 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Spring 2006 

AT POTTO VILLAGE HALL 

___________________________ 
Library Theatre Touring Company 

Presents Kenneth Graham’s 

   WIND IN THE WILLOWS 
The Musical 

Friday 3rd February 
_____________________________ 

Northumberland Theatre Company 

presents Charles Dickens 

’GREAT EXPECTATIONS 

Friday 22nd March 
_____________________________ 
Tickets available from committee members  in the New Year 


