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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2019 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr J Greco, 
Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mr I Macpherson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Meeting open to the Public 
3 members of the Parish Plan Steering Group were present to present the draft Parish Plan 
for 2018 – 2028 to the council. The draft plan is made up of three parts; descriptive summary 
of responses from the public consultation, an action plan and a separate results document. 
 
The parishioner’s responses are reproduced verbatim in the latter. There will be a review of 
the action plan half way through the 10 year plan.  
Discussed each action within the plan. Some of the comments are noted below: 
Action No. 5 - County Councillor Hugill happy to assist with funding. 
Action No. 7 and 8 – would need to approach Highways to find options. 
Action No.12 - Bridge - Councillor Macpherson is currently seeking quotes for the bridge over 
the river to Swainby, quotes from highways £4,500 for a wooden bridge and £20,000 for a 
highways standard bridge. Discussed to possibly look at lottery funding. Sometimes Parish 
Councils cannot apply for funding – but sub-committees can.  
Action No. 14 – Look into information regarding the sewer delivery pipes from when the flood 
scheme was done as statement said pipes were adequate for village. 
Action No. 16 – PPC look after verges, hedges are land owners responsibility. 
Action No. 20 – Advice on broadband will be subject of an article in the Potto newsletter. 
 
With a few amendments; the Parish Council will look to vote on the formal adoption the plan at 
the AGM in May. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of January’s meeting were discussed proposed and seconded and unanimously 
agreed.  
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report was received via email. Nothing to report. 
Since receiving report we have been informed of break in to secured outbuildings in the 
parish. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 

 
a. 18/02556/FUL Side garage extension with pitched roof and front dormer windows to 

house, 50 Cooper Lane Potto.  Granted. Noted that the building work proceeding is not 
compliant with the approved plans. 
 

b. 18/02559/TPO Works to trees subject to Tree Preservation Order 1978/02. Granted 
 
Planning Applications 
None 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 
o The new access gate remains padlocked; despite it being reported that the chain around 

the gate has been removed. To pursue with Andy Brown and letter to Mrs Hogg, who owns 
the property. 

o One of our Councillors contacted Mr March who said the footpath stile that runs onto his 
land had rotted away, this is to be re-instated.  
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o Councillor Macpherson has been getting some quotes for the job. £4,500 for a wooden 
bridge and £20,000 for a highways standard bridge 

o Dog fouling is still a huge issue for the bridleway; we will be getting some sign’s sprayed 
onto the path shortly. Councillor Macpherson will contact dog warden for a site visit. 

o The stell inspection is due, Councillor Wilde and Councillor Macpherson will complete 
together shortly. 

o Discussed footpath near bridge on Goulton Lane being closed. This is due to a failed small 
bridge, which will be fixed in the summer, councillors to look into updating the footpaths 
audit. 

o Remaining letters to be sent out to land owners re. Keeping footpaths clear. 
o The increased number of caravans at the traveller’s site near Preston’s of Potto was noted 

and Hambleton council have been contacted. 
 

Parish Plan  
Discussed in Public Meeting 
 
FOI Requests 
A number of FOI complaints have been submitted by a member of the public, these will be 
discussed under correspondence.  
 
Complaint against Chairman 
A member of the public’s complaint against the chairman was rejected by the HDC standards 
board in January, the same member of the public raised a further complaint in January this 
complaint was also rejected by the DHC standards board.  
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing by PKF Littlejohn. 
 
2017/18 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing PKF Littlejohn. 
 
Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 5,954.04  
II. Business Account   £ 2,112.31 

 
b) Email has been received from the YLCA with the new pay rates for clerks. Sent to 

Councillor Griffin for her review. 
 
Standing Orders  
To be discussed at as part of annual meeting of electors in May 2019. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
The council has made £26 million in savings, but still has £14 million to find. Discussed the 
education referral unit in Harrogate for children outside of education are losing funding, trying 
to keep children in mainstream education. 
 
 A member of the public approached Councillor Wilde regarding the bins outside Potto Grange 
and the gate house, which are left by the side of the road 7 days a week. These have 
previously been blow into the road on a dangerous bend. Will speak to Gary Brown in 
Highways regarding this. 
 
Discussed footpaths within Potto Parish, most land owners have received the letters. A few 
more to send.  
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Village Hall 
The minutes from Potto Village Hall meeting have been received and circulated. 
Next event is the village quiz on 23 February 2019. 
 
Correspondence 
 

a) 37 email Correspondences have been received from one member of the public in 
February so far; this total 93 emails from the same member of the public this year. 

 
Each correspondence was discussed, and responses actioned as appropriate, where 
required reviews were undertaken. 

 
It was noted once again the disproportionate amount of effort required by the Parish 
Council in dealing with one single member of the public. The Parish Council will 
endeavour to make every effort to minimise the costs to parishioners. 
 

b) Email from Sheena Spence at the YLCA, read out to councillors, date for her to meet 
with the councillors will be arranged for 14 March 2019 7pm. 
 

c) Email response from Preston’s of Potto re. Lorries coming through village, circulated to 
councillors. 
 

d) Email from RAF Leeming, increased air traffic. 
 

e) Email correspondence from a member of the public regarding flood action plans, 
contact the Environment Agency 

 
Any other business 
Unacceptable contact policy has been received from Hambleton Council, discuss at March’s 
meeting. 
 
Elections will be coming up in May, notice to go on notice board on 19th March. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 21 March 2019 at 7.00pm 


