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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 17 JANUARY 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr I Macpherson, Councillor Mr S Agar 
and County Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Meeting open to the Public 
Two members of the public were present and expressed their concerns over the behaviour of a 
single member of the public and how it was adversely affecting the whole parish. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams and Councillor Mrs E 
Griffin 
 
The minutes for the December’s meeting of the Parish Council were discussed proposed, 
seconded and unanimously agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email and PCSO Crawford was present. 
 
06/01/18 – Off duty Police officer reporting bags of what appeared to have been the contents of 
cannabis grow. Council informed for disposal.  
 
Councillor Macpherson discussed the irresponsible motorcyclists using the bridleway, the police 
team have operations each month and work with the National parks service. They can check 
they are insured and behaving. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch: An email from the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator regarding a 
recent instance of cold calling in the village was received. The fundraisers represented St Johns 
Ambulance but were employed by a company called Wesser’s who receive 45% of all donations 
for the first two years as a fee. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
a) Ref:  17/02437/FUL - Proposed single storey front, side and rear extension. – GRANTED. 
b) REF: 17/02373/CLE - Certificate of Lawfulness (Existing) for a garage and utility toilet – 

GRANTED. 
 
Planning Applications 
a) 17/02713/MRC - Variation of Conditions attached to Planning Consent 05/00479/FUL-Siting 

of a further 6 static and 6 touring caravans at an existing caravan park. Construction of 
amenities block and increased opening season to 10 months in a year as amended by plans 
as received by Hambleton District Council on 19 April 2004. 
 
Discussed application, no visual impact, the entrance has recently been improved. No 
reason to object. Unanimously approved. 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – The Parish Council was informed that the 

NYCC Highways Officer who was dealing with the Bridleway, has left his post and it remains 
vacant at this time.  

 
Councillor Macpherson explained the current efforts being made to liaise with NYCC 
highways to find a resolution to this issue of motorcyclists using the bridleway to Swainby. 

 
Discussed bridleway trees being ‘lopped’ following an enquiry from a member of the public 
which was read out. A tree surgeon visited site previously and inspected the full length of 
the bridleway and identified dangerous branches and diseased trees.  

https://www.facebook.com/cimacpherson?ref=br_rs&hc_ref=ARS_wIt7b6KE2XXI6pXZqSE-QRTvFOvtgtf-PMJIZiWXv1212sqYJZsNb-TinQAv5mg
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New dates have been requested to put the remaining gates in on the footpaths. We will be 
getting another 2 or 3 self-closing gates for free. 
 
There are a number of small pools forming on an area of the bridleway which will need filling 
in before it gets muddy. 

 

b) Discussed, looking into match funding for the next village project. 
 

c) Meeting with YLCA – Suggested dates from YLCA, to check absent councillor’s availability. 
 
Information received from Councillor Agar regarding how other Parish Councils deal with 
vexatious complaints from member of the public.  
 

d) Councillor Williams has indicated that she wishes to stand down as a Parish Councillor due 
to her current work commitments. Hambleton District council have been contacted and a 
notice of vacancy in office of Councillor for the Parish of Potto has been placed in the 
noticeboard.  

 
The Parish Council would like to thank Vicky for all of her efforts, and invaluable advice over 
recent years. 

  
Parish Plan  
A draft questionnaire has been received back from Hambleton Council. Looks good so far and 
recommended a few amendments. Should be ready early February 2018. Discussed the 
possibility of an open evening for the residents to be held in March. 
 
Investigation into a complaint received from a member of the public 
Objection 2016/17 return. It was noted that the member of the public who submitted the 
complaint said he would withdraw if we investigated internally, which we did. However, has still 
not withdrawn his complaint to the External Auditors PKF Little John. The Parish Council 
discussed the responses to the auditor which will be collated before submitting to the Auditor. 
 
It was noted that the costs associated with objections raised by a single member of the public 
now amounted to over £9,000 which is more than a complete year’s precept. Parishioners have 
raised concerns that one individual can inflict these costs on the whole Parish. We are duty-
bound to pay the fees. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return, the report was on the notice board for 28 days and is also 

available for examination or via the Parish website. 
 
b) The 2016/17 Annual Return is still under investigation. 

 
c) The 2018/19 precept budget was discussed and each item agreed which produced a final 

Precept request of £7,000 for forwarding to HDC. Following the discussions, the precept 
budget was unanimously agreed for the financial year 2018/19.  

 
d) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account  £ 4,830.99 
ii. Business Account  £ 2,507.94 

 
e) The current status of the operating budget was reviewed and agreed. 

 
f) Annual review of Clerk’s salary, NALC and SLCC national salary award. Hand to Councillor 

Griffin to review annual increase. 
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Complaint by a member of the public to the ICO 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50680859, made by a 
member of the public.  
 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50672279, made by 
the same member of the public. 

 
Complaint Against Councillor Wilde 
The Parish Council Considered the complaint from the same member of the public against 

Councillor Wilde as per its complaints procedure and agreed that there were no grounds for this 

complaint against Councillor Wilde to be upheld. 

Complaint Against the Clerk 
The Parish Council considered the complaint from the same member of the public against the 
Clerk Ref December 2017 as per its complaints procedure and agreed that there were no 
grounds for this complaint against Councillor Wilde to be upheld. 
 
Complaint Against the Clerk 
The Parish Council Considered the complaint from the same member of the public against the 
Clerk Ref July 2017 as per its complaints procedure and agreed that there were no grounds for 
this complaint against Councillor Wilde to be upheld. 
 
Complaint Against Councillor Agar 
A complaint against Councillor Agar has been made to the HDC standards Board by the same 
member of the public. 
 
A discussion was held around the inordinate amount of effort incurred dealing with 
correspondences from a single ‘member of the public’. It is clear that the Parish Councils time 
and Money could be better utilised for the benefit of the whole Parish. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Discussed gritting Campion Lane, Hutton Rudby as this is one of the main through-route for 
residents to A19. It was noted that this has been requested for over 20 years by Hutton Rudby, 
but had no change. 
 
2018/19 budget savings continues, £169,000,000 savings to be made, have made 
£160,000,000 so far! 
 
Swainby & Potto School, many children left the school before it closed and therefore were not 
eligible for free home-school transport. 
 
New Planning Enforcement Manager. 
 
Councillor Macpherson enquired about the possible ban of motorcyclists using the Bridleway. 
 
Discussed match funding for the replacement finger sign in Potto. 
 
The Ford at the end of the bridleway is impassable due to the river undercutting the concrete 
ramp. Spoke to Highways 2 weeks ago, but had nothing back yet. Would it be more financially 
viable to widen the current footbridge for horses, prams, bicycles etc. to use? The old ‘slack’ 
footbridge is still sat in Preston’s yard, and is a ‘twin’ bridge to the one which is currently in situ. 
Councillor Hugill will see if he has any funding available to assist. 
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Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. 
 
The Spanish evening was a great success and everyone enjoyed the food, well done to 
everyone involved. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 

i. Complaint against the Clerk 
ii. Resolution to take legal advice 
iii. 2015/16 Audit Action plan 
iv. Statement Inordinate amount of effort. 
v. Council Membership 
vi. Budget data 2018-19 
vii. Withdrawal of 2016/17 objection 
viii. Complaint against the Clerk 
ix. Complaint against Councillor Wilde 
x. SBA  

 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Any Other Business 
PKF Littlejohn Action Plan for 2015/16 – The action plan prepared following the audit was 
discussed and agreed.  
 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 21 February 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mr S Agar and 
County Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr I Macpherson 
 
The minutes for the January meeting of the Parish Council were discussed proposed, seconded 
and unanimously agreed. 
 
Co-option of Councillor 
HDC confirmed that they had received insufficient requests from eligible electors for an election 
to fill the vacancy left by Cllr Williams. 
 
The council proposed co-opting Mr J Greco who had expressed an interest in joining the Parish 
Council, this was unanimously agreed and Cllr Greco was welcomed to the team. Cllr Greco will 
be replacing Councillor Williams, who had to stand down due to work commitments, the Parish 
Council would like to thank Vicky for her enthusiasm, efforts, and invaluable advice over recent 
years. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email and PCSO Nikki Dunn was present. Nothing to report. 
 
The Police will be at the Globe in Stokesley on 10 March 10-12 protectively marking people’s 
property. 
 
Discussed cold callers in Potto and Swainby asking for scrap and walking around people’s 
properties. PCSO Dunn confirmed the link with the same cold callers in Swainby. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
a) 18/00254/FUL - Conversion of garage to bedroom and conservatory to sun room and 

construction of a garage.    
Recommended for Approval. 
 

b) 18/00159/FUL - Revised application for the demolition of 2 storage buildings, alterations and 
conversion of large storage building to form 2 semi detached dormer bungalows with 
installation of mezzanine floor, new access driveway, associated work and provision of car 
parking.  
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

New dates have been requested to put the remaining gates in on the footpaths. We will be 
getting another 2 or 3 self-closing gates for free, but these must be installed by volunteers. 
 
There are a number of small pools forming on an area of the bridleway which will need filling 
in before it gets muddy. Cllr Macpherson is investigating opportunities to undertake this 
work with volunteers. 
 
We have contacted Hambleton District Council regarding the ford and the concrete being 
broken, they have passed this issue to Highways. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cimacpherson?ref=br_rs&hc_ref=ARS_wIt7b6KE2XXI6pXZqSE-QRTvFOvtgtf-PMJIZiWXv1212sqYJZsNb-TinQAv5mg
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b) Meeting with YLCA – Organised for Wednesday 28 March. 
 

c) A letter of thanks has been sent to the Governor of HMP Kirklevington thanking the 
volunteers who assisted with the work on the bridle way to Swainby last year. 

 

d) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village will be started 
when the weather improves. 
 

Parish Plan  
A second draft questionnaire has been received back from Hambleton Council. Looks good so 
far and recommended a few amendments. Should be ready early February 2018. Discussed the 
possibility of an open evening for the residents to be held in March. District Councillor Hugill 
may have some funds available to assist with printing costs. 
 
Formal Objection to the Annual Return by a member of the public 
The external Auditors PKF Little John, are investigating a formal complaint made by a member 
of the public the Parish Council discussed the responses to the auditor which will be collated 
before submission. 
 
The Parish Council are liable for any investigation costs incurred by the auditor and it was noted 
that the costs associated with objections raised by a single member of the public now amounted 
to over £10,000 which is more than a complete year’s precept. Parishioners have raised 
concerns that one individual can inflict these costs on the whole Parish.  
 
Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account  £ 97.88 
ii. Business Account  £ 2,307.94 

 
b) The current status of the operating budget was reviewed and agreed. 

 
c) The annual review of Clerk’s salary, in line with the recommended NALC and SLCC 

national salary award is being reviewed.  
 

Complaints by a member of the public to the ICO 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50680859, made by a 
member of the public.  
 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50672279, made by 
the same member of the public. 
 
A review of the process for handling FOI requests was held and the ICO request flowchart 
discussed together with the NALC complaints procedure. 

 
Complaint Against the Clerk 
The Parish Council Considered the complaint from the same member of the public against the 
Clerk, Ref Feb 2018 breaches of job description, as per its complaints procedure. It was agreed 
that there were no grounds for this complaint against the Clerk to be upheld. 
 
Complaint Against Councillor Agar 
A complaint against Councillor Agar has been made to the HDC standards Board by the same 
member of the public. The HDC Standards Hearing Panel met on the 12th February to review 
the allegations. 
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The Standards Hearing Panel’s decision was that in their view Cllr Agar had breached the code 
of conduct in failing to record a pecuniary interest, however, they accepted that this had been 
an oversight on the Councillors part which had since been corrected and as such warranted no 
more than a recommendation to remind Cllr Agar of his obligations regarding the register of 
members interests. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
County Cllr Hugill noted that currently many parish councils are having to undertake elections, 
which is costing them a lot of money (around £3,000 per election) 
 
Cllr Hugill had attended the HDC council tax meeting where the proposed council tax increase 
of 4.99% was proposed. It was reported that adult social care is funding is spiralling presently 
which forms a large part of the budgeted funds together with Police, Fire etc. The final meeting 
will be next week. 
 
A discussion around possible funding for the bridge over Swainby ellers at the end of the Bridle 
Path to improve access for prams, wheelchairs etc. Councillor Hugill will discuss possible 
costings with Andrew Brown. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Correspondence from one member of the public; 
 

i. Claim in minutes to withdraw objection to 2016 AR 

ii. Withdrawal of 2016-17 objection 

iii. Missing Action plan 

iv. YLCA meeting June 2017 minutes 

v. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 
vi. Resolution to take legal advice 
vii. Claim in minutes to withdraw objection to 2016 AR 
viii. Statement Inordinate effort in November minutes 
ix. YLCA meeting June 2017 minutes 
x. Missing Action plan 
xi. Clerks tenure 
xii. Claim in minutes to withdraw objection to 2016 AR 

xiii. 9 Page council document dated 5th December 
xiv. Councils procedure for reviews 
xv. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

xvi. Missing Action plan 

xvii. Complaint against the Clerk 
xviii. 9 Page council document dated 5th December 

xix. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 
xx. Xmas 2017 newsletter missing 
xxi. Claim in minutes to withdraw objection to 2016 AR 

xxii. Clerks tenure 

xxiii. YLCA meeting June 2017 minutes 

xxiv. Enforcement action imminent 
xxv. Training completed by Clerk 
xxvi. Conflict breach of regulations 
xxvii. 9 Page council document dated 5th December 

xxviii. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

xxix. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 
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xxx. 9 Page council document dated 5th December 

xxxi. Data to auditor 
xxxii. Training completed by Clerk 

 
Correspondence from SBA  
 
Correspondence from HDC 
 
Correspondence from YLCA 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Other Business 
A discussion was held around the inordinate amount of effort incurred dealing with 
correspondences from a single ‘member of the public’. It is clear that the Parish Councils time 
and Money could be better utilised for the benefit of the whole Parish. 
 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.35pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 21 March 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 21 MARCH 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mr S Agar, 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson and Councillor Mr J Greco. 
 
Meeting open to the Public 
6 members of the public were present to discuss two planning applications. 
 
a) 18/00159/FUL – A member of the public read out their very informative statement, objecting 

to the application. Which included Potto not being defined as a cluster village, infrequent 
bus service, no pavements to other villages and that Potto is not defined as a sustainable 
village. The chairman thanked the member of the public for their comments and asked them 
to make sure that they were send to HDC planning department. 

 
b) 18/00339/FUL - A member of the public wished to object to this application. Their 

comments were that the design was out of character for the village and would dominate the 
cul-de-sac. They informed us there is an error on the planning application, as there is a 
covenant on these properties limiting the development to two houses on the private road. 
Also discussed the stells in the area and use of the private road for construction use would 
destroy the already fragile road surface. Once the fire brigade was called, and they had to 
back out the whole distance of the road due to poor access. 

 

The proposal site backs on to the “green corridor” formed by the old railway line and Potto 
Beck and is an important part of village’s links to the countryside and amenity.  The 
proposed dwelling would be visible from this area and would encroach eastwards into the 
open space around the village, detracting from its rural setting. 

 
Other members of the public who live locally were also there to support the objection and 
discussed Northumbrian Water’s study in the local area which stated its sewerage was at 
maximum capacity. Despite the flood alleviation scheme, surface water flooding is still a big 
problem in the area. The chairman thanked the member of the public for their comments 
and asked them to make sure that they send their comments to HDC planning department. 
 

 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
The minutes for the February meeting of the Parish Council were discussed proposed, 
seconded and unanimously agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email and PCSO Nikki Dunn was present. Nothing to report. 
 
There will be a neighbourhood watch meeting in April. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
a) 18/00339/FUL – Construction of a two storey dwelling.  

Councillors Mr  Wilde and Mr Agar declared an interest in this application and sat out of the 
discussion. 
This development was discussed; it is for a 5 bedroom property to be built behind no.37 
Cooper Lane on a greenfield site. It was commented that the pitch of the roof is very high 
and not in keeping with neighbouring houses. Northumbrian Water recently undertook a 
survey of the sewerage system and potential flood issues were discussed, along with the  

https://www.facebook.com/cimacpherson?ref=br_rs&hc_ref=ARS_wIt7b6KE2XXI6pXZqSE-QRTvFOvtgtf-PMJIZiWXv1212sqYJZsNb-TinQAv5mg
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interim policy on building small scale developments which would be considered, as this is 
not small scale development. 
 
The access to such property would be very poor, the hedge on the plans is also an ancient 
hedge which is on the neighbouring property and cannot be removed. 
 
Unanimously recommended for refusal based on the comments noted. 

 
b) 18/00159/FUL - Revised application for the demolition of 2 storage buildings, alterations and 

conversion of large storage building to form 2 semi detached dormer bungalows with 
installation of mezzanine floor, new access driveway, associated work and provision of car 
parking.  
 
Councillors Wilde and Agar registered an interest as their properties are part of the site 
boundaries. 
 
Permission had previously been refused by HDC and subsequently on appeal last year. The 
difference between the old and revised planning applications were discussed. The new roof 
height is slightly lower (1m) and is now proposed to be two dormer bungalows. 
 
Discussed access and previous highways refusal also discussed the new rules regarding 
converting barns, access and the current restrictions on the surface water and sewerage 
systems. 
 
Unanimously recommended for refusal based on the comments noted. 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

We have contacted Hambleton District Council regarding the ford and the concrete being 
broken, they have passed this issue to Highways. Someone is now coming out to view the 
ford. 
 
Discussed widening the footbridge, Steve Mason has now changed jobs, so will find out 
who to contact. 
 
Contact Steve Dawson to ensure footpaths across fields are sprayed. 
 

b) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village will be started 
when the weather improves. 
 

c) Dog fouling – the location of bins were discussed, it was agreed to wait and discuss with 
District Councillor Hugill. 
 

d) Meeting with YLCA – A meeting was held with the legal advisor of the YLCA to discuss. 
 

Parish Plan  
Discussed the possibility of an open evening for the residents to introduce the plan, a date is to 
be agreed. District Councillor Hugill has granted £300 to assist with printing costs for the plan. 
 
Formal Objection to the Annual Return by a member of the public 
The external Auditors PKF Little John, are investigating a formal complaint made by a member 
of the public regarding the 2016 -17 Annual Return. A response has been provided to the 
request from PKF Littlejohn. 
 
Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 0.84 
II. Business Account   £ 2,109.16 
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b) The current status of the operating budget was reviewed and agreed. 

 
c) The annual review of Clerk’s salary, in line with the recommended NALC and SLCC national 

salary award is being reviewed.  
 

d) It was agreed to appoint R Brisley as the internal auditor for 2017-18. 
 

e) YLCA invoice received £124 – payment agreed 
 
f) First part of the 2018/19 precept will be received in next few weeks. 
 
Complaints by a member of the public to the ICO 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50680859, made by a 
member of the public.  
 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50672279, made by 
the same member of the public. 
 
A review of the process for handling FOI requests was held and the ICO request flowchart was 
presented and discussed together with the NALC complaints procedure currently in use by the 
Parish Council. It was agreed that these would be used together for FOI requests. 

 
Complaint against the Clerk 
The Parish Council Considered the complaint from the same member of the public against the 
Clerk, Ref Feb 2018, breaches of job description, as per its complaints procedure. Based on the 
information provided and the deliberations of the Parish Council it was agreed that there were 
no grounds for this complaint against the Clerk to be upheld. 
 
Complaint against Councillor Agar 
A complaint against Councillor Agar has been made to the HDC standards Board by the same 
member of the public. The HDC Standards Hearing Panel met on the 12th February to review 
the allegations. 
 
The Standards Hearing Panel’s decision was that in their view Cllr Agar had breached the code 
of conduct in failing to record a pecuniary interest, however, they accepted that this had been 
an oversight on the Councillors part which had since been corrected and as such warranted no 
more than a recommendation to remind Cllr Agar of his obligations regarding the register of 
members interests. 
 
Potto Parish Council fully adopted the recommendations of the Standards Hearing Panel and 
reminded all Councillors of their obligations regarding the register of members interests 
 
Complaint against Councillor Agar 
A further complaint against Councillor Agar has been made by the same member of the public.  
 
Potto Parish Council reviewed the complaint and noted that a similar complaint had been 

submitted to the District Council’s Monitoring Officer, which was reviewed by the Standards 

Hearing Panel as noted above.  

Following discussions, it was unanimously agreed that this matter had already been addressed 

by the Standards Hearing Panel and that no further action was required. 

Strong concerns were expressed by Councillors regarding the vexatious nature of the 

correspondences as well as the offensive language and inappropriate accusations made; the 

Parish Council reiterated that they will not accept harassment, bullying, or abuse of its members 

or its employees in any form. 
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Report from County and District Councillors 
Not present 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. 
Mr Chips event was very successful, Lent lunches and Bake Off are upcoming. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Correspondence from one member of the public; 

i. Missing Action plan 

ii. Councils procedure for reviews 

iii. YLCA meeting June 2017 minutes 

iv. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 
v. Information from other Parishes re handling complaints 
vi. Complaint against the Clerk 
vii. Councils procedure for reviews 
viii. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

ix. Complaint against Councillor Agar 
x. Action plan 
xi. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

xii. Information from other Parishes re handling complaints 
xiii. Claim in minutes to withdraw objection to 2016 AR 

xiv. Councils response to auditors 
xv. Conflict. i.e. breach of regulations 
xvi. Action plans 

xvii. YLCA meeting June 2017 minutes 

xviii. 9 Page council document dated 5th December 

xix. Procedure for reviews 

xx. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

xxi. 9 Page council document dated 5th December 

xxii. Data to auditor 
xxiii. Training completed by Clerk 

xxiv. Complaint against Clerk 

xxv. Claim in minutes to withdraw objection to 2016 AR 

 
Correspondence from SBA  
 
Correspondence from HDC 
 
Correspondence from YLCA 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Other Business 
A discussion was held around the inordinate amount of effort incurred dealing with complaints 
and correspondences from a single ‘member of the public’. 
 
It is clear that the Parish Councils time and Money could be better utilised for the benefit of the 
whole Parish. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 18 April 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 18 APRIL 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mr I 
Macpherson, Councillor Mr J Greco and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr S Agar 
 
The minutes for the March meeting of the Parish Council were discussed proposed, seconded 
and unanimously agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email and PCSO Nikki Dunn was present. Nothing to report. 
 
There will be a neighbourhood watch meeting in April. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
18/00254/FUL – Granted 
17/02713/MRC - Granted 
 
Planning Applications 
None 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

We have contacted Hambleton District Council regarding the ford and the concrete being 
broken, they have passed this issue to Highways. Someone is now coming out to view the 
ford. 
 
Discussed some large puddles forming on the bridleway which need filling once they have 
dried up. 
 

b) Andrew Brown has contacted us and is bringing his colleague Rosie Sanderson to discuss 
and view the new style/gate sites. Monday 14 May provisionally agreed. 
 

c) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village will be started 
when the weather improves. £300 grant money has now been received. 

 
d) Meeting with YLCA – A meeting was held on 16 March with the legal advisor of the YLCA.  

 

e) It was agreed to send a letter to landowners reminding them of their responsibilities for 
maintain footpaths through arable fields. 
 

Parish Plan  
Discussed the possibility of an open evening for the residents to introduce the plan, a date is to 
be agreed. District Councillor Hugill has granted £300 to assist with printing costs for the plan. 
 
Formal Objection to the Annual Return by a member of the public 
The external Auditors PKF Little John, are investigating a formal objection made by a member 
of the public regarding the 2016 -17 Annual Return. A response has been provided to the 
request from PKF Littlejohn. 
 
It was agreed to follow up on progress with the Auditors 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cimacpherson?ref=br_rs&hc_ref=ARS_wIt7b6KE2XXI6pXZqSE-QRTvFOvtgtf-PMJIZiWXv1212sqYJZsNb-TinQAv5mg
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Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 300.36  
II. Business Account   £ 2,109.16 

 
b) The annual review of Clerk’s salary, in line with the recommended NALC and SLCC national 

salary award has been reviewed by Councillor Griffin. The approved NALC pay scales were 
shared with Councillors. Following discussions, it was unanimously agreed to increase the 
clerks salary in line with the nationally agreed pay scale. 

 
c) The budget was reviewed and it was noted that the first part of the 2018/19 precept is due 

next week. 
 
Complaints by a member of the public to the ICO 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50724152, made by a 
member of the public.  
 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50733157, made by 
the same member of the public. 
 
2017-18 Annual Return. 
Mr Brisley has kindly agreed to undertake the internal audit of the annual return again this year. 
 
Councillors reviewed Section 1 - the Annual Governance Statement and Section 2 – The 
Accounting Statement and approved sending the documents for internal audit. 
 
Standing Orders 
A draft set of Standing Orders based on the current YLCA model has been completed and is to 
be circulated to Councillors. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Discussed new incinerator next to A1 near Boroughbridge. County Councillor Hugill had a tour 
of the facility today and discussed the effort required to sort the recycling before it can be 
processed. The facility will generate sufficient power for up to 40,000 homes. 
 
Discussed the new footbridge bridge installed at sheepwash and discussed the requirements of 
a bridge on the bridleway, He may have some funds available. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. 
Potto Bake-off is this Saturday. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Correspondence from one member of the public; 

i. Feedback from YLCA meeting 

ii. Bank records for 2017/18 

iii. Feedback from YLCA meeting  

iv. Bank records for 2017/18 

v. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

vi. Feedback from YLCA meeting  

vii. Complaint against Councillor Agar 
viii. Bank Records for 2017/18 
ix. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 
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x. Feedback from YLCA meeting 
xi. Complaint against Councillor Agar 
xii. Bank Records for 2017/18 
xiii. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

xiv. Feedback from YLCA meeting 
xv. Complaint against Councillor Agar 
xvi. Bank Records for 2017/18 
xvii. Councils Evidence of public support 2017 minutes 

xviii. Councils record of FOIA reviews 

xix. Councils record of FOIA reviews 

xx. Councils record of FOIA reviews 

xxi. Automatic receipt 

 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Complaint against Councillor Agar 
A complaint from a member of the public has been made against Cllr Agar. The complaint was 
discussed and it was agreed that this constituted part of the initial complaint previously handled 
by the Standards Board. It was agreed not to refer this to the Standards Hearing Panel. 
 
Other Business 
A member of the public stated that the Parish Council’s email auto-reply was not working. After 
several councillors checking it, it was found that it is working correctly, however:  sometimes 
may appear in their spam folder.  
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 30 May 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 30 MAY 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin, 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson, Councillor Mr J Greco and County Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes for the Aprils meeting of the Parish Council were discussed proposed, seconded 
and unanimously agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Discussed in AGM. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
18/00159/FUL – Refused 
18/00159/FUL – Appeal received 
17/02180/FUL – Refused 
17/02180/FUL – Appeal received 
17/01766/FUL – Site visit and planning committee 31 May. 
 
Planning Applications 
None 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

We have contacted Hambleton District Council regarding the ford and the concrete being 
broken, they have passed this issue to Highways. We have requested several times for 
someone to come out to view the ford however Highways is unresponsive.  

 
Andrew Brown has been to Potto with his colleague Rosie Sanderson and together with 
Councillors have installed another the new gate. Other gates will be installed shortly. 
 
Mrs Hogg has requested the footpath that runs parallel with the bridle way be closed, this 
would cost the land owner around £5,000. 
 
Discussed overgrowth (nettles etc) at sides a bridleway, Cllr Greco will look into it for us 
and report 
 
The Countryside Access Service have signed an agreement to work with PPC . 
 

b) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village will be started 
when the weather improves. 

 
c) YLCA – Discussed FOIA advice received, discussions with the solicitor are on-going, other 

options are being followed. 
 

d) IT Plan – Discussed possibility of cloud network that PPC Councillors could access. Cllr 
Greco will look into. 
 

Parish Plan  
Open evening for the residents to introduce the plan is on 22 June in the village hall. 
Representatives from other linked services have been requested to attend. 
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Complaint ongoing 
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Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 4,939.72  
II. Business Account   £ 2,109.16 

b) Internal audit is with Mr Brisley. 
c) Financial regulations – updated to 2015 version, approved. 
d) Risk review – no changes required, approved. 
e) The first part of the 2018/19 precept has been received. 
 
2017-18 Annual Return. 
Mr Brisley has kindly agreed to undertake the internal audit of the annual return again this 
year. 
 
Standing Orders 
A draft set of Standing Orders based on the current YLCA model has been completed and has 
been circulated to Councillors. 
 
GDPR and DPO 
PPC does not keep peoples email addresses on a record anywhere, so not relevant, but 
discussed Parish Plan and will contact Mrs Watson. 
 
Parish councils are exempt from having a Data Protection Officer (DPO) 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Discussed in AGM. 
Discussed change in bin days for Potto residents. It was reported that this change is helping 
save a lot of money. 
 
Village Hall 
Discussed in AGM. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Correspondence from one member of the public; 
 

i. Feedback from YLCA meeting 

ii. Completion date of 2017-18 Annual Return 

iii. Councils procedure for reviews  

iv. Internal Audit appointment letter 

v. Contact details for Mr Brisley 

vi. Completion date of 2017-18 Annual Return  

vii. Feedback from YLCA meeting 
viii. Completion date of 2017-18 Annual Return  

ix. Councils register of FOI complaints 
x. Councils record of FOI reviews 
xi. Feedback from YLCA meeting 
xii. Complaint against Councillor Agar 
xiii. Feedback from YLCA meeting 
xiv. Completion date of 2017-18 Annual Return 
xv. Councils record of FOI reviews 
xvi. Register of FOI requests 
xvii. Completion date of 2017-18 Annual Return 
xviii. Feedback from YLCA meeting 
xix. Councils register of FOI complaints 



 

 

907 
xx. Register of FOAI requests 

 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Complaint against Councillor Agar 
A complaint from a member of the public had been made against Cllr Agar. The complaint was 
discussed at last month’s meeting and it was agreed that this constituted part of the initial 
complaint previously handled by the Standards Board. It was agreed not to refer this to the 
Standards Hearing Panel.  
 
The member of the public did not accept this decision and referred it directly to HDC, the 
standards board who agreed not to pursue this complaint as follow’s; 
 
“It has been concluded that the allegations against Cllr Agar do not provide an arguable case 
and therefore will not be referred to the standards hearing panel.” 
 
Other Business 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 20 June 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 20 JUNE  2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar and Councillor Mr J Greco. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mr I 
Macpherson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
The minutes for the May meeting and AGM of the Parish Council were both discussed 
proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email and PCSO Crawford was present and reported to the 
Parish Council; 
 
Theft - 07/06/2018 - Report of 2 plant pots taken from the front garden of an address on 
Butcher Lane. Reportee wanted the Police to be aware of the theft and no further action to be 
taken.  
 
Suspicious Circumstances - 16/06/2018 - Report of an alarm being activated at a farm on 

Goulton Track. Officers attended the address and checked the building along with the outer 

buildings. All in order, alarm was activated in error. 

PCSO Crawford informed us that Stokesley Police Station is now fully staffed. 
Discussed possibility of speaking to elderly in the village regarding fraud prevention. 
Discussed community speed watch team. PCSO will speak to Seamer Chairman and pass on 
contact details. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
17/01766/FUL - New Dwelling 10 Cooper Lane, Potto - REFUSED 
 
Planning Applications 
None 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

We have contacted Hambleton District Council regarding the ford and the concrete being 
broken, they have passed this issue to Highways. We have requested several times for 
someone to come out to view the ford however Highways is unresponsive. It was reported 
that the responsibility for minor roads are be transferred to the Countryside Access team. 

 
2 more gates have been installed and the full route from Black horse lane to the Bridle 
path is now complete. 
 
Discussed overgrowth (nettles etc) at sides a bridleway, Cllr Greco will look into it for us 
and report. 
 

b) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village will be started 
when the weather improves. 

 
c) YLCA – Discussed FOIA advice received, and dealing with vexatious requests, other 

options are being followed.  
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d) IT Plan – Discussed issues with current IT systems and possibility of cloud network that 
PPC Councillors could access. Cllr Greco will look into. 
 

Parish Plan  
Open evening for the residents to introduce the plan this Friday 22 June, in the village hall 
6:30 - 8:30pm. Representatives from other linked services have been requested to attend. 
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Complaint ongoing 
 
Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 4,715.72  
II. Business Account   £ 2,110.21 

b) Internal audit is with Mr Brisley. 
c) £120.00 for village plan – agreed. 
d) £167.40 for questionnaire printing – agreed. 
 
2017-18 Annual Return 
Ready to be sent off. 
 
Standing orders  
Revised standing orders will be sent to Councillors for comments 
 
Complaint against the Clerk 
A complaint has been received from a member of the public against the Clerk, the matter was 
discussed and the complaint related to a known issue with our IT system which is currently 
being investigated. Therefore, there was no basis for the complaint, it was also noted that this 
is part of an ongoing vexatious and abusive campaign by a single member of the public which 
is viewed as unacceptable behaviour by Potto Parish Council. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
None present. 
 
Village Hall 
Chairman will follow up on as PVH committee have not sent to clerk. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Correspondence from one member of the public; 
 

i. Annual meeting of Electors 

ii. April Minutes 

iii. YLCA Invoice query 

iv. Annual meeting of Electors 

v. Complaint against the Clerk 

vi. April Minutes 

vii. YLCA Invoice query 

viii. Automatic receipt 

ix. Feedback from YLCA meeting 

x. Details of Councils ICO review 

xi. Audit Investigation 
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xii. Other options for advice 
xiii. Automatic receipt 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 18 July 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 18 JULY  2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr I Macpherson and Councillor Mr J 
Greco. 
 
Public Meeting 
One member of the public and Mr John Marshall from Footpaths Marshall were present. 
The member of the public wished to discuss the public rights of way and asked about the 
classification of the ‘Bridleway’ to Swainby.  It was explained that it is an ‘unclassified road 
maintainable at public expense’. He stated it is dangerous for foot users if someone comes 
along the narrow section on a motorbike or horse and that the parallel footpath in the field has 
been blocked off. Cllr Macpherson will speak to the tenant of the house and ask to unblock it.  
 
PPC has spent nearly 3 years trying to get a Road Traffic Order on the ‘bridleway’ to stop 
motor vehicles, but the responsibility has been passed around 3 times within NYCC and is 
now with the ‘Countryside Access’ team. 
 
The member of the public referred to the minutes from May, and the query regarding the 
removal of the footpath, this was only a query from the land owner and PPC are not wishing to 
close any rights of way. Received correspondence from another member of the public, with 
the same query, this was read out and discussed. 
 
Councillor Greco has strimmed the verges from the corner of the ‘Bridleway to the river, but 
was unable to get his cutter along the narrow part. This will have to be done by hand to cut 
back the nettles etc. Correspondence will be sent to the land owner asking them to cut back 
the hedges that overhang. 
 
John Marshall gave a presentation on the rights of way in Potto and gave lots of very useful 
information about the history of rights of way, ordinance Surveys and books produced. He 
brought a ‘definitive map’ of Potto’s footpaths and suggested that we would be able to get a 
copy from NYCC in Northallerton.  
 
Discussed farmers responsibilities of maintaining footpaths through cropped fields it was 
noted and they receive grants to do so. Discussed permissive paths, and some in the Swainby 
area which have been cut off. Also discussed the application to divert footpath near Moor 
House Farm, on a dangerous bend. 
 
Discussed the footpath that leads along the side of Greenacres, on the ‘Bridleway’ The stile 
and footpath sign are reported as being removed, Councillor Greco will speak to the land 
owner. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mr S Agar and 
County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
The minutes for the June meeting of the Parish Council were both discussed proposed, 
seconded and unanimously agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email. Nothing to report.  
Discussed Dog stolen from property in Swainby at the weekend, which has now been returned 
thanks to the owner’s efforts. 
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Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
18/01383/FUL - Replacement of 2 static caravans currently being used as a residential annex 
and storage area with 2 bedroom annexe building. Councillor Greco declared an interest as 
the applicant is a neighbour. 
 
Discussed previous application for caravans, single storey dwelling would be unobtrusive and 
cannot be seen above the hedge line and in between two other properties on the ‘bridleway, 
so not visible from any road. Recommended for approval.  
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

Discussed in public meeting, Councillor Macpherson is speaking to the dog fowling person 
and needs to speak to County Councillor Hugill about moving the dog waste bins. 
 

b) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village will be due 
end of August. A site meeting is being arranged with the contractor. 

 
c) YLCA – Discussed FOIA advice received, and dealing with vexatious requests, other 

options are being followed.  
 
d) IT Plan – Discussed issues with current IT systems and possibility of cloud network that 

PPC Councillors could access. Cllr Greco will look into. 
 

Parish Plan  
Open evening for the residents was held in the village hall 6:30 - 8:30pm. Representatives 
from other linked services attended, closing date for the questionnaire is next week. 
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing. 
 
Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 4,428.00  
II. Business Account   £ 2,110.21 

b) Internal audit is with Mr Brisley. 
c) Email received from Area2 granting £1,871.21 for grass cutting. 
d) Invoice for £180 received from Potto Village Hall for annual hire.  
 
2017-18 Annual Return 
Ready to be submitted. 
 
Standing orders  
Revised standing orders have been sent to Councillors for comments.  
 
Complaint against the Clerk 
A complaint has been received from a member of the public against the Clerk, This was 
discussed, and there was found to be no basis for the complaint, however it was noted that 
this is part of an ongoing vexatious and abusive campaign by a single member of the public 
which constitutes grossly unacceptable behaviour. 
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Report from County and District Councillors 
None present. 
 
Village Hall 
Chairman will follow up on as PVH committee have still not sent to clerk. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Correspondence from one member of the public; 
 

i. Annual meeting of Electors 

ii. 2017-18 AGAR data 

iii. Complaint against the Clerk 

iv. 2017-18 AGAR 

v. Objection to 2017-18 AGAR 

vi. Random Automatic receipts 

vii. Notice of Public Rights 

viii. Objection to 2016-17 Annual return 

ix. Notice of Public Rights  

x. Objection to 2017-18 AGAR 

xi. Details of ICO review 

xii. Notice of Public Rights  

xiii. Notice of Public Rights  

xiv. Objection to 2017-18 AGAR 

xv. Notice of Public Rights  

xvi. Objection to 2017-18 AGAR 

xvii. Notice of Public Rights  

xviii. Objection to 2016-17 Annual return 

xix. Notice of Public Rights  

xx. Objection to 2016-17 Annual return 

xxi. Notice of Public Rights  

xxii. Objection to 2017-18 AGAR 

xxiii. Notice of Public Rights  

xxiv. Objection to 2017-18 AGAR 

xxv. Notice of Public Rights  

 
Each correspondence was discussed, and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
AOB. 
A representative from PPC has been invited to Whorlton Church to for the inauguration of the 
new vicar. 
 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 15 August 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 15 AUGUST 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr J Greco and County Councillor Mr D 
Hugill. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mr S Agar and 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson 
 
The Parish Council was not quorate. 
 
The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and will be signed at next month’s 
meeting if sufficient councillors are present. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email. Nothing to report.  
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 

18/00339/FUL – Amendments to Construction of a two storey dwelling at 37 Cooper Lane. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

Owner of field on Bridle path had padlocked one of the new east access gates, it is a 
public right of and cannot do this, one of our Councillors contacted the owner and informed 
him to remove. He had also blocked the entrance to the footpath, this has now been 
removed. 
 
One of our Councillors contacted Mr March who said the footpath style that runs onto his 
land had rotted away.  
 

b) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village as now been 
removed for renovation. 

 
c) YLCA – No movement  
 
d) IT Plan – Councillor Greco has set up a new accessible email account. 

 
Parish Plan  
Email from Kathy read out. They received funding for £1000 towards questionnaire, printing 
design etc and open day. 
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing. 
 
2017/18 Annual Return  
A formal objection to the 2017/18 annual return has been received from a member of the 
public. 
 
ICO Complaints  
2 ICO complaints from a member of the public have been thrown out. 
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Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 6,828.32  
II. Business Account   £ 2,110.21 

b) Internal audit has been completed 
c) Discussed Barclays bank account.  
 
Standing orders  
Revised standing orders have been sent to Councillors for comments. To be discussed when 
council is quadrate. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Nigel Smith Area 2 has been promoted in Highways and Sarah Bailey is moving to 
Boroughbridge. 
Discussed highways and slow sign on road in Potto and the bend sign is hidden by overgrown 
bushes, keep contacting Highways. 
Discussed Northallerton by-pass and prison development site. 
 
Village Hall 
Chairman will follow up on as PVH committee have still not sent to clerk. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
 
56 email Correspondences were received from one member of the public; 
 
Each correspondence was discussed, and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
 
One Email was received from another member of the public regarding the speed of cars in the 
village. The speed limit in the village is 30mph, not 20. It was reported that some were 
speeding down the village. 
 
Discussed community speed watch scheme that Seamer have. 
 
The Email also mentioned padlocked gate and blocked footpath entrance, but these have now 
been removed. 
 
Complaint Against the Clerk 
 
A complaint against the Clerk was received from a member of the public. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.40pm 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 19 September 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Cllr Mr S Agar and 
County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr J Greco, Councillor Mr I 
MacPherson, The Clerk. 
 
The minutes of July’s Meeting were discussed proposed and seconded and unanimously 
agreed.  
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email. Nothing to report.  
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 

a) 18/01335/FUL – Goulton Caravan Park - granted 
 

Planning Applications 
a) 18/01815/FUL - The Old Orchard; extension to existing dwelling, The Parish Council 

recommend the refusal of this application on the following grounds;  
a. over-development of a congested site 
b. design quality – is not in keeping with the visual character in this part of the 

village 

b) 18/00339/FUL – Amendments to Construction of a two-storey dwelling at 37 Cooper 
Lane. Following detailed discussion, the Parish Council feels this application is no 
different in principle from the previous submission and as such would recommend 
its refusal. 

 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

The new access gate remains padlocked, this is to be pursued with the owner. 
 
One of our Councillors contacted Mr March who said the footpath style that runs onto his 
land had rotted away.  
 

b) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village as now been 
reinstated and has received good comments from residents. 

 
c) Stell System – Councillors undertook a review of the Stell system and it was found to 

generally be in good order. Highways have undertaken some work to remove some roots 
that were impinging on the stells below Cooper Lane. 

 
Parish Plan  
Councillor Agar provided some feedback from the recent Village Plan survey. 
 
Several people have indicated that they may like to join the Parish Council, the maximum 
number will be checked with HDC. 
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing. 
 
2017/18 Annual Return  
The auditors have received the same objection from a member of the public 
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Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 10,927.36  
II. Business Account   £ 2,111.26 

b) Discussed Barclays bank account.  
 
Standing orders  
To be discussed when all council members are present. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Cllr David Hugill provided an update on current activities in HDC and NYCC 
 
Village Hall 
It was reported that the Village BBQ had been a great success in its new venue  
 
Correspondence 
 
33 email Correspondences were received from one member of the public; 
 
Each correspondence was discussed, and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
 
Complaint Against the Clerk 
 
The complaint against the Clerk was discussed it was agreed that this was part of an ongoing 
campaign of harassment by a single member of the public. A response will be investigated. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 17 October 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 17 OCTOBER 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Cllr Mr S Agar, 
Councillor Mr J Greco, Councillor Mr I MacPherson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of August and September’s Meeting were discussed proposed and seconded 
and unanimously agreed.  
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email. Nothing to report.  
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 

 
Planning Applications 

a) 18/01383/FUL – Amendment to application for: Replacement of 2 static caravans currently 
being used as a residential annex and storage area with 2 bedroom annexe building 
as amended on 28 September 2018. Recommended approval. 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 

The new access gate remains padlocked; this is to be pursued with the owner. Residents 
have also reported dog noise from the property. 
 
One of our Councillors contacted Mr March who said the footpath stile that runs onto his 
land had rotted away, this is to be re-instated.  
 
Discussed email receive and circulated from Ben Jackson, Public Rights of Way Office at 
NYCC. Regarding the bridge and ford at the end of the bridleway. They are looking into 
removing the concrete block to the ford where horses cross.  
 
It was agreed to send a letters to land owners where they have a footpath in their field to 
make sure that they are maintained and keep it clear of crops. 
 

b) The village improvement project to renovate the fingerpost sign in the village as now been 
reinstated and has received good comments from residents.  

 
Parish Plan  
Next meeting is on 30 October which should move the plan onto the next stage. 
 
Annual Limited Assurance Review for Year ending March 2018 
The Annual limited assurance review from the auditors was discussed, it is currently planned 
to be completed in 2019. Invoice for services totalling £240 – Agreed. 
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing. 
 
2017/18 Annual Return  
The auditors have received the same objection from a member of the public 
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Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 10,927.36  
II. Business Account   £ 2,111.26 

 
b) Barclays Bank - Discussed having difficulties with mandates (all now signed) and online 

banking since Stokesley branch closed. 
c) Budget Review – Looking good. 
d) Precept for 2019/20 – this was discussed in detail and agreed  
 
Standing Orders  
To be discussed at November’s meeting. 
 
Complaint against the Clerk 
The complaint against the Clerk was discussed it was agreed that this was part of an ongoing 
campaign of harassment by a single member of the public.  
It was agreed that no more complaints against the clerk would be accepted from this 
individual. Discussed options for further action including contacting Solicitors or Police, Parish 
Council have a duty of care towards Clerk as an employee. YLCA could possibly give some 
further advice. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Cllr David Hugill provided an update on current activities in HDC and NYCC. 
Discussed development in Northallerton where prison was, discussed proposed bridge over 
railway in Northallerton and if it will be built. 
 
Village Hall 
Contact Karen Foster regarding receiving PVH minutes. 
 
Correspondence 
 
26 email Correspondences were received from one member of the public; 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 21 November 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, 
Councillor Mr J Greco, Councillor Mr I MacPherson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Absent: Councillor Mrs E Griffin 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
A member of the public was present to discuss the bridlepath and the motorbikes that use it. It 
was noted that Kirby have closed one of their rights of way to motorbike users. The council 
has tried 3 times to get a change on the usage, but whenever we get close, they have a re-
shuffle of staff. We are now onto our 4th named person and awaiting site visit. Discussed TRF, 
and they had offered us assistance with re-surfacing the bridleway previously. Unfortunately a 
few spoil it for the many. The new finger sign, which states ‘bridleway’ is historically correct. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of October’s meeting were discussed proposed and seconded and unanimously 
agreed.  
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email. A report of a suspicious white van in Potto was reported, 
no vehicle registration obtained.  
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 

 
Planning Applications 
a) 18/01815/FUL –The Old Orchard, Cooper Lane, Potto – revised application received and 

commented upon . 
b) 16/01395/FUL – Village Farm, proposed new dwelling - Appeal Allowed. 

Planning Inspectorate’s comments noted that Potto could be regarded as a “cluster village” 
with Hutton Rudby and Swainby and is not a linear village. Discussed mixed messages 
over information received from Hambleton Planning on what type of village Potto is. 

c) Discussed planning application at 37 Cooper Lane, back-land development, awaiting flood 
report. 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 
The new access gate remains padlocked; this has been pursued 3-4 times with the owner. 

 
One of our Councillors contacted Mr March who said the footpath stile that runs onto his land 
had rotted away, this is to be re-instated.  

 
Discussed email receive and circulated from Ben Jackson, Public Rights of Way Office at 
NYCC. Regarding the bridge and ford at the end of the bridleway. They are looking into 
removing the concrete block to the ford where horses cross. Awaiting date from Ben for site 
visit. 

 
It was agreed to send a letters to land owners where they have a footpath in their field to make 
sure that they are maintained and keep it clear of crops. Read out letter and agreed to send to 
land owners. 
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Parish Plan  
Following meeting; should now be moving the plan onto the next stage. Discussed 2008 
action plan. 
 
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing. 
 
2017/18 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing. 
 
Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 8,504.04  
II. Business Account   £ 2,111.26 

 
b) Barclays Bank - Discussed having difficulties with mandates and online banking since 

Stokesley branch closed. 
c) Budget Review – proceeding as per target. 
 
Standing Orders  
To be discussed at as part of annual meeting of electors in April 2019. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Cllr David Hugill provided an update on current activities in HDC and NYCC. 
North Yorkshire County Council have received £14.75 million to repair potholes and road 
maintenance across the county. Discussed surface chippings on mud near Potto Hall. It was 
noted that it has been 3 months since request for the slow sign to be re-instated on the road 
near the corner and the sign is still in the hedge near the pub.  
Development on site in Northallerton where prison was has been approved. 
 
Discussed Police and Fire merger. One more patient transport bus is to be removed from the 
route to James Cook Hospital by the CCG. 
 
Sam Robinson, Police and Crime Commissioner would like to come and meet Potto Parish 
Council. 
 
Village Hall 
Contact Karen Foster / Phil Harper regarding receiving PVH minutes. 
 
Correspondence 
 
20+ email Correspondences were received from one member of the public; 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
A member of the public has written to the D&S and Northern Echo, they have contacted us to 
ask if we wish to comment – circulate response to Councillors for approval. 
 
Email to be sent saying no more complaints against clerk and no emails will be accepted 
unless addressed to Potto Parish Council. 
 
Sheena Spence from YLCA will attend a Parish Council Meeting – date to be confirmed. 
 
Discussed FOIA complaint. 
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The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.15pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 19 December 2018 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 19 DECEMBER 2018 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, 
Councillor Mr J Greco, Councillor Mr I Macpherson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Absent: Councillor Mrs E Griffin 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of November’s meeting were discussed proposed and seconded and 
unanimously agreed.  
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report was received via email. A report of a drone over Cooper Lane and a white 
van in Potto were reported, unfortunately no vehicle registration obtained.  
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
18/01815/FUL –The Old Orchard, Cooper Lane, Potto – Granted 

 
Planning Applications 
a) 18/02559/TPO – Works to trees subject to Tree Preservation Order 1978/02, Potto Hall. 

Diseased trees have been identified, removal of 5 trees, take dead branches from other 
trees. One tree dangerously close to property will be removed. Recommended Approval. 
 

b) 18/02556/FUL - Side garage extension with pitched roof and front dormer windows to 
house, 50 Cooper Lane Potto. Councillor Agar declared an interest as he is a neighbour.  
Residents have been querying, however the application states work has already started.  
In keeping with other houses that have been renovated in the village. Recommended 
Approval 
 

c) 18/02419/FUL -  Revised submission of 18/00159/FUL for demolition of two smaller 
storage structures and reduction in height & conversion of existing large storage structure 
into one, single-storey, bungalow dwelling with integral garage and associated external 
alterations to provide new brick walls and tiled roof externally, new windows & doors, 
access driveway, gardens/curtilage behind 1 metre high boundary fence and new tree 
planting line, Land Adjacent To Rawcliffe Cooper Lane Potto 
 
Councillor Agar and Councillor Wilde declared an interest as they are both in neighbouring 
properties. Demolition and rebuild is not a ‘conversion’ Single storey house would be on 
same footprint.  Discussed same issues as previous application. Recommended Refusal. 

 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – 
The new access gate remains padlocked; this has been pursued 3-4 times with the tenant, 
who has now said they will not remove it. To pursue with Andy Brown and letter to Mrs Hogg, 
who owns the property. 

 
One of our Councillors contacted Mr March who said the footpath stile that runs onto his land 
had rotted away, this is to be re-instated.  

 
Discussed email receive and circulated from Ben Jackson, Public Rights of Way Office at 
NYCC. Regarding the bridge and ford at the end of the bridleway. They are looking into 
removing the concrete block to the ford where horses cross. Awaiting date from Ben for site 
visit. 
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In 2026 all ‘roads maintainable at public expense’ are to be classified as ‘unclassified roads’.  
 
Parish Plan  
Following the recent meeting; should now be moving the plan onto the final draft stage. 
Councillor Agar will circulate some of the narratives. 
 
2016/17 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing. 
 
2017/18 Annual Return  
Investigation of the objection is ongoing. 
 
Finance 
a) Bank Accounts 

I. Community Account   £ 6,504.04  
II. Business Account   £ 2,111.31 

 
b) Barclays Bank - Discussed the difficulties we are having with mandates and online banking 

since Stokesley branch closed. Registered official complaint. 
c) Donation request from Whorlton Parish Council, for the upkeep of Whorlton Church. 

Agreed £250.00 donation. 
d) Elections are due May 2019. We can have a maximum of 5 councillors. 
e) Budget Review – proceeding as per target. 
 
Standing Orders  
To be discussed at as part of annual meeting of electors in April 2019. 
 
FOIA Reviews 
A number of requests have been received from a single member of the public for reviews of 
FOI requests, these will be discussed under correspondence. 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Cllr David Hugill provided an update on current activities in HDC and NYCC. 
The making a difference grant is now available again. Discussed that it had been agreed to 
supply PPC with a set of tools to assist with installing styles/gates, we were previously 
promised this, but never received from NYCC. 
Discussed funding for the bridge on bridleway, Councillor Macpherson to source some quotes. 
 
Village Hall 
Contact Karen Foster / Phil Harper regarding receiving PVH minutes. 
 
Correspondence 
 
20+ email Correspondences were received from one member of the public; 
 
Each correspondence was discussed, and responses actioned as appropriate, where required 
reviews were undertaken. 
 
An article was published in the Northern Echo following correspondence from a member of the 
public. The matter was discussed, and it was noted that Potto Parish Council takes these 
matters extremely seriously but are unable to comment on on-going objections to anyone 
including the Press. It was also noted that many false claims were included in the article. 
It was also noted that a large number of residents had voiced their support for the Parish 
Council over this matter and condemned the individual who was responsible. 
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A complaint against the Chairman has been received from a single member of the public. The 
councillors read through the full complaint and discussed it in line with the complaints 
procedure. Councillors agreed that the accusations against Cllr Wilde had no basis in fact and 
were therefore without foundation. Further the complaint was found to be vexatious in nature 
and contains many inaccuracies and false claims. 
 
Members recorded a unanimous vote of confidence in the Chairman. 
 
It was noted once again the disproportionate amount of effort required by the Parish Council in 
dealing with one single member of the public. The Parish Council will endeavour to make 
every effort to minimise the costs to parishioners. 
 
The chairman thanked the councillors for their hard work this year and also County Councillor 
Hugill for his guidance and support. 
 
The chairman was also thanked by councillors for his guidance, support and hard work this 
year. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 16 January 2019 at 7.00pm 


