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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 18 JANUARY 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson, 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill and County Councillor Mr T Swales. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
Mrs Young was present and expressed a will to be involved in developing a Potto Plan, she 
offered her support in any way she can. Councillor Agar discussed the emerging 
neighbourhood plan which would help guide and take responsibilities in planning. Then 
discussed the emerging Hambleton Local Plan and if this catered for the requirements of our 
Parish then we could adopt that, which would also eliminate a lot the work required to develop 
a new local plan for Potto.  
 
There was a discussion around the settlement characteristic assessment, is Potto a linear 
village or can it have back-fill? It was felt that we need confirmation of the official status of the 
village from Hambleton planning. Could we adopt their policy but ask for protection? Councillor 
Macpherson suggested that there would need to be an official consultation arranged with the 
village before any decision is made. 
 
Mrs Young expressed her concerns, Councillor Macpherson reassured here that Councillors 
had the best interests of the parish in mind when developing these strategies, are here to 
protect the village. The Chairman read out part of December’s minutes regarding the Parish 
Plan, which it was hoped would be arranged ASAP. Councillor Agar to take a lead and to 
contact Claire Louise Booth. Mrs Young requested to be kept up-to-date. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs E Griffin and Councillor Mrs V 
Williams. 
 
The minutes of Decembers meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there 
were no comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was 
unanimously agreed, the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from PC Martin Willoughby at Stokesley Police had been circulated to 
Councillors; 
 
There were no items to report, Stokesley Police have contacted the clerk to ask for the dates 
of 2017’s meetings. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
16/02573/FUL – The recommendation from councillors have been submitted to HDC, no 
decision has been made yet. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths – Sheila Laking, Volunteer Co-ordinator for the Countryside Volunteers at 

North Yorkshire County Council will be visiting Potto this Friday to discuss improving the 
footpaths in the Parish. It is hoped to get a working party together to install the new 
gates/styles on 25 January under the supervision of NYCC. PPC have contacted the land 
owners and they are happy for us to do this. 
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b) Mr Steve Mason at NYCC Highways has been contacted to follow up on the site visit held 
during 2016 to discuss the designation of the Unclassified public right of way to Swainby, 
He is looking into getting a road traffic regulation order in place and also will look if there 
are any grant funding available to us to maintain the surface of the lane. 
 
Councillor Macpherson had been in contact with one of the landowners on the lane and 
discussed some trees which were overhanging the bridleway. It was noted that 
overhanging trees were the responsibility of the land owner’s. 

 
c) Traveller site – It was noted that the third caravan has now been removed from the site.   
 
d) Defibrillator training - Councillor Macpherson has spoken to the organising paramedic 

Patrick and is happy to give refresher training for villagers who are interested, there will be 
a cost of around £200 associated with the training. 
 

e) Newsletter – The newsletter was delivered to homes before Christmas.   
 

Parish Plan 
Discussed during the Public meeting, it was agreed to contact HDC to see if we could get a 
representative to attend a public meeting. 
 
Swainby and Potto School 
A note was sent around in the church newsletter regarding a consultation to incorporate Swainby 
and Potto School and Ingleby Arncliffe school and subsequently close Swainby and Potto 
School. There has been an informal meeting between the different parish councils who were 
invited to discuss and get a feeling of what is happening. A letter will be sent to NYCC, York 
Diocese and the Governing Body stating that all the Parish Councils concerned would like to be 
more involved with the process. The letter was read out and it was unanimously agreed to 
submit the letter. 
 
2017 Risk Assessment 
The annual review of the Potto Parish Council, risk assessment was undertaken and the risk 
assessment was approved for 2017. 
 
2017 Complaints Procedure 
The annual review of the Potto Parish Council complaints procedure was undertaken it was 
agreed to continue using the procedure recommended by NALC. 
 
Freedom of Information Request – Internal Review 
At the request of Mr G Robertson who submitted a FOI request via “What do they know .com” 

requesting a copy of the PFK-Littlejohn preliminary findings report. In internal review of the 

decision to refuse his request was undertaken.  

Potto Parish Council were informed that the document was not allowed to be released as 

releasing any information relating to the audit may constitute a breach of Section 49 of the 

Audit Commission Act 1998, this was confirmed by our auditors PKF Littlejohn. 

The FOIC was consulted and they referred the Parish Council to Decision Notice FS50261857 
which is available on their website.  
 
Potto Parish Council considered the information and agreed that at present we must exempt 
the release of this information under Section 33 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
However, Potto Parish Council operates in a transparent manner and would like all information 
to be available for public scrutiny, therefore it was agreed to contact the member of the public 
concerned and requested permission to release this information, to-date they have not 
responded. 
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Finance 
a) The annual review of the Potto Parish Council, Financial Regulations was undertaken and 

it was agreed to continue using the same regulations as in the previous year.  
 

b) 2014/15 Annual Return – The Action Plan developed for the Annual Return was 
discussed and a revised version is to be circulated to Councillors and placed on the 
website together with the required Annual Return documents.  

 
c) The 2015/16 Annual Return, it is hoped that the annual return report will be completed by 

PKF Littlejohn soon, however a formal objection has been submitted by a member of the 
public. 
 

d) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 1,399.04 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Budget – The current operating budget for the Parish Council based on known outgoings 

remains on track for the end of the year. 
  
Reports from County and District Councillors 
County Councillor Mr T Swales informed us that this will possibly be his last visit to PPC 
before the elections in May. He will be retiring and has a lot of handover meetings between 
now and his retirement. 
 
He reported that schools are performing well across the area, however the County Council 
currently had over 400 children in care at a cost of around £30/40K per child per year which is 
not a good situation. He also noted that there will be an extra 30 care homes built across the 
county in the next 5 years to cater for the aging population. 
 
The Chairman on behalf of the Parish Council thanked Cllr Swales for his advice and support 
over the years and wished him well in his retirement, he will be sadly missed. 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill reported that as part of his role he sits on the licencing 
committee, and from now on all taxis will have to be under 10 years old and all taxi drivers will 
have to sit a test in order to become a taxi driver. They will also have had to have held a 
driving licence for 2 or more years. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. A Chinese New Year 
themed dinner will be held at the village hall on 28 January.  
 
Potto Village calendars based on the photography competition are now on sale. 
 
Correspondence 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 
 
There have been twelve emails from a single member of the public received since the 
December 2016 meeting. 
 

I. Action Plan for audit 
II. Consent to disclose audit data 

III. Financial regulations and standing orders 
IV. Audit report data for 2014/15 
V. Precept data 
VI. Correspondence to the auditor 

VII. Action plan for 2014/15 audit 
VIII. Audit report data for 2014/15 
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IX. Consent to disclose audit data 
X. Clerks responsibilities for correspondence 
XI. Correspondence to auditor 

XII. November 2016 minutes 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate.  
 
Any Other Business 
 
None 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 15 February 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson 
and District Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs E Griffin and Councillor Mrs V 
Williams and County Councillor Mr T Swales. 
 
The minutes of January’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there were 
no comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was unanimously 
agreed, the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
PCSO Peter Morris was present, to present the police report for the local area: 
 
18/01/2017 – At 1500hrs a white coloured Ford Transit van with VRM MV54 has entered the 
yard of Preston’s of Potto. The vehicle drives to where the used batteries are stored and two 
males exit the vehicle and begin to load it with the batteries. The males are challenged and 
claim to be the scrap collectors. This is challenged and the males then offer to buy the 
batteries. This is refused so the batteries are taken back out of the vehicle. Police enquiries 
are on-going. 
 
20/01/2017 – Overnight between 19th & 20th January £300 of used batteries have been stolen 
from Preston’s of Potto. This is believed to be linked with the above occurrence. Enquiries are 
on-going. 
 
He also reported that most crime is relatively low in the area thanks to the efforts of the Rural 
Task Force. 
 
Councillor Macpherson raised an issue that had been reported to him by a member of the 
public, that there has been a green van in the car park at Blacksmith’s Arms in Swainby, that 
looked suspicious, the resident was concerned that they may have been watching children 
leave Swainby & Potto School, he passed the van registration on to PCSO. 
 
The question was raised regarding people parking on or very close to the corner junction in 
Potto, it was noted that it blocks people’s views and has been causing difficulties. The PCSO 
reported that it is not an offence to park there, but it is in fact a recommendation rather than 
law and is noted in the DVLA guidelines when you are learning to drive.  
 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
16/02573/FUL – The recommendation from councillors have been submitted to HDC, no 
decision has been made yet. 
 
17/0026/FUL - Application to remove agricultural occupancy restriction. Discussions between 
councillors, focussed on the shortage of agricultural properties – Councillor Agar to draft a 
response for councillor’s consideration. 
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Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths – Working group has been put together to install the gate to replace a stile, 

which was very successful. North Yorkshire County Council will be providing us with 
another 5 gates to be installed free. 

 
b) Unclassified Road (Bridle path) Still awaiting decision on Road Traffic Order. 

 
Discussed the Swainby end of bridle path which has yet to be re-surfaced and is very 
boggy, this will be finished when the weather eases.  
 
There is to be a consultation on public rights of way in North Yorkshire. 

 
c) Hambleton Local Plan Consultation – Preferred options study, one piece of land adjacent 

to the bridle way is shown for possible development.  
 
Councillor Agar has spoken to Caroline Skelly at HDC planning department regarding a 
presentation to residents on the options available for Potto. Claire-Louise Booth and 
Frances Bainbridge will attend the next PPC meeting on 15 March a flyer will be put out for 
residents. 

 
d) Defibrillator training – A training session is planned for Thursday 16 March at Potto Village 

Hall between 7-9pm. £200 cost – Agreed. 
 

Pensions Regulator 
It is a requirement to review employees’ pension rights on an annual basis, employees are 
meant to have a pension if they earn over £10,000 annually.  
 
It was noted that the Clerk earns below this threshold. 
 
 
Finance 
a) 2014/15 Annual Return – The Action Plan developed for the Annual Return was 

discussed and a revised version is to be circulated to Councillors and placed on the 
website together with the required Annual Return documents.  

 
b) The 2015/16 Annual Return, it is hoped that the annual return report will be completed by 

PKF Littlejohn soon, however a formal objection has been submitted by a member of the 
public. 

 
c) Grant for grass cutting received from HDC for £96.40. 

 
d) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account £ 812.76 
ii. Business Account £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Budget – The current operating budget for the Parish Council based on known outgoings 

remains on track for the end of the year. 
 

Reports from County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Hugill reported that you can now sign up to the green waste collection 
scheme, but remains free until the end of March. There has also recently been a clean-up of 
fly tipping and 3 tons of waste have been removed from roadsides in the Hambleton area. 
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Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. The Chinese New Year 
themed dinner was held at the village hall on 28 January and was very successful.  
 
Correspondence 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 
 
There have been two emails from a member of the public regarding a freedom of information 
request 
 

I. PFK Preliminary findings report 
II. PFK Preliminary findings report 

 
There has been one email from a member of the public regarding information noted in the 
Annual Return of 2014/15. 
 

I. Annual Return update 
 
There have been six emails from a single member of the public regarding; 
 

I. Precept data 2017/18 
II. November 2016 minutes 

III. Budget documentation 2010 to-date 
IV. Parish newsletters 
V. Consent to disclose data 
VI. Budget documentation 2010 to-date 

 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate.  
 
Any Other Business 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.15 pm 
 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 15 March 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson, 
Councillor Mrs E Griffin and District Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
Many residents attended the meeting, which was opened by the Chairman who introduced “A 
plan for Potto” an open meeting to discuss the options available for the replacement of the 
current Parish Plan which ends in 2017. A presentation was given by Frances Bainbridge 
(Community Engagement Officer NYCC) and Clare Booth (Planning Policy & Conservation 
Officer NYCC) to explain the Hambleton Local Plan, Neighbourhood Plans and Settlement 
Character Assessments and how these can be used to meet the requirements of the Parish.  
 
There was an interactive question and answer session with residents exploring the various 
options, the consensus of the meeting was that the current Potto Plan could be updated and in 
parallel a Settlement Character Assessment developed. Residents were asked for volunteers 
to join an action group to work on the proposal, and several volunteers came forward. The 
next step will be for the group to formulate a questionnaire with assistance from NYCC to 
canvas opinion in the Parish. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: and Councillor Mrs V Williams and County 
Councillor Mr T Swales. 
 
The minutes of February’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there 
were no comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was 
unanimously agreed, the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from Stokesley Police had been circulated to Councillors;  
 
28/02/2017 – The resident of a farm at Trenholme Bar observed a small car with three 
occupants near their property asking to purchase scrap metal. On being refused the car, a 52 
plate with the letters ZZC in the VRM, left the location. It is subsequently noticed that the Ford 
Ranger belonging to the resident has been stolen. The keys had been taken from within his 
property and used to steal the vehicle. Enquiries are ongoing. 
 
08/02/2017 – Resident in Potto reports a male having attended the property offering to sell 
tarmac. Stated he was from a company called “National Highways”. Vehicle described as a 
white van registration beginning CP64. 
 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
16/02573/FUL – The recommendation from councillors have been submitted to HDC, no 
decision has been made yet. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths – North Yorkshire County Council will be providing us with another 5 gates free 

of charge to be installed by a team of volunteer residents. It is proposed to complete 
another gate on the 31st March (weather pending).  
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b) Unclassified Road (Bridle path) Email from Steve Mason of NYCC Highways re. decision 

on Road Traffic Order. Informing us that he is processing the RTO. The process will 
include a consultation period and should take around six months. He commended Potto 
Parish Council and the working group for their work so far on the bridleway surface. 
However, he does not have access to any funding available for maintaining the 
unclassified road. He will pass our emails on regarding dangerous branch removal onto 
one of his colleagues. 

 
Councillor Macpherson has contacted the projects workforce team at HMP Kirklevington 
Grange, who have offered a team to work on the bridle path free of charge, it was agreed 
to meet with the team to survey the proposed project. 
 
Councillor Macpherson has sourced a supplier road plainings which are available at £6.00 
per tonne it was agreed to acquire 120 tonnes. 
 

c) A Basic Life Support and Automated External Defibrillator training session will be held 
tomorrow in Potto Village Hall at 7.00pmn. The training will be given by the Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service Trust. 
 

Swainby and Potto School 
At a Governors meeting held on Monday it was agreed to reject the proposal to close Swainby 
School. The Chairman read out the correspondence from the Governors. 
 
Complaint Against the Clerk 
A member of the public has made a complaint against the Clerk, it was agreed to review the 
complaint at the April parish council meeting. 
 
It was noted that the ongoing harassment of the Clerk was unacceptable and advice is to be 
taken to be taken on how to proceed. Councillor Griffin stated that the clerk is an employee of 
the parish council and as such she must be protected from harassment and abuse. 
 
Support for the Parish Council 
The parish council have been contacted by several residents who have expressed their 
support for and confidence in the parish council. This support was gratefully received by 
councillors and reflects the high standard of service provided by the parish council. 
 
Newspaper Reports 
Two newspaper articles have been published following a report to the press made by a 
member of the public. The reports were discussed and the parish council agreed that it was 
important that residents were aware of why these costs had been incurred by the parish 
council. 
 
It was noted that a single resident had undertaken a personal campaign of vexatious 
harassment against the parish council for a number of years and submitted formal objections 
to the 2014/15 and 2015/16 annual returns the parish council has to fund any additional work 
undertaken by the auditors and for the 2014/15 formal objection this was around £5,300 and 
there will be a further sum to pay for investigation of the 2015/16 formal objection. 
 
These funds come directly from the parish council funds which has resulted in the increases in 
the precept. Councillors noted that monies spent would have been better served on 
improvements in the village. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return, is again the subject of a formal objection by a member of the 

public, unfortunately this will mean that the parish council will incur costs for this 
investigation by the auditor. 
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b) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account £ 712.76 
ii. Business Account £ 3,007.50 

 
c) Budget – The current operating budget for the Parish Council based on known outgoings 

remains on track for the end of the financial year. 
 

Reports from County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Hugill reported that it has been a quiet month, and he has mostly been 
dealing with the meetings surrounding Swainby & Potto and Ingleby Arncliffe schools. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated.  
 
Correspondence 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 
 
There have been sixteen emails from a single member of the public regarding; 
 

I. Disclosure of Audit data 
II. Council’s response to auditor 

III. Register of interests 
IV. Financial data – bank accounts 
V. Register of interests 
VI. Complaint against the clerk 

VII. Council’s response to auditor 
VIII. Financial data – bank accounts 
IX. Register of interests 
X. Disclosure of Audit data 
XI. Comments on D&S Times Website 

XII. Council’s response to auditor 
XIII. Financial data – bank accounts 
XIV. Agendas 
XV. Comments on D&S Times Website 
XVI. Complaint against Councillor Wilde 

 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate 
 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Wifi in the Village Hall – investigations into the installation of WiFi into the Village Hall 
revealed; 
 
a) I Love Broadband£150 one off cost to set up, then £20 per month.  
b) BT £125 one off set up cost, then £38 per month. 
 
It was agreed to discuss with the Village Hall committee 
 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50 pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 19 April 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 19 APRIL 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson, 
Councillor Mrs E Griffin and District Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
Mr Marsh was present, he thanked the Parish Council for the work carried out on the Bridle 
path, the Chairman thanked Mr Marsh for allowing materials and equipment to be stored on 
his land and allowing access to the site. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: and Councillor Mrs V Williams and County 
Councillor Mr T Swales. 
 
It was proposed that the AGM will be postponed to the May 2017 meeting. 
 
The minutes of March’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there were 
no comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was unanimously 
agreed, the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police Constable Dave Anderson, Beat Manager from Stokesley Police was present, he noted 
that there was nothing to report in the area, however he informed the Parish Council of the 
‘Dot P’ Marking scheme that is available from the police, he brought a poster to display. They 
can mark any personal items, from phones to horse boxes. 
 
Discussed Unclassified Road (Bridle path) to Swainby, and our application for a Road Traffic 
Order, he stated that once this is in place, the Police can enforce it. 
 
Email from Mrs K Young, she will keep PPC in touch with the Neighbourhood Watch, however 
there was nothing to report at moment. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
16/02573/FUL – The recommendation from councillors have been submitted to HDC, no 
decision has been made yet. The Chairman spoke to HDC and the objection from Highways 
has been revoked regarding the line of sight from the drive. 
 
17/00626/FUL – Plans received via email and circulated to councillors. Looked at plans and 
discussed, the council unanimously recommended approval. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
 
a) Footpaths – North Yorkshire County Council will be providing us with another 5 gates free 

of charge to be installed by a team of volunteer residents. The date for further gate 
installations will be posted on Potto Patter, as volunteers will be needed to assist. 
 
The majority of the resurfacing has now been completed. Thanks to Mr Marsh for assisting 
and storing the plainings and the workforce team at HMP Kirklevington for their labour. 
 

b) There has been a large amount of Dog fouling on the path, District Councillor Hugill will 
see if there are any signs available or funding available. 

 

c) The Defibrillator training session was very successful, lots of attendees, discussed a 
villager ‘help list’. 
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d) Complaint Against the Clerk – Chairman declared an interest. 
The complaint against the clerk was discussed, the complainant was not present. It was 
agreed that the complaint constitutes part of the continuing harassment of an employee of 
Potto Parish Council by the complainant. It was noted that Potto Parish Council has a duty 
of care for its employees and a liability under common law arising out of the Employment 
Rights Act 1996 and the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. Potto Parish Council will not 
accept harassment, bulling, or abuse of its employees in any shape or form. The clerk was 
commended for her work, and courage in the face of this continued harassment, no action 
will be taken against the clerk.  

 
Plan for Potto 
Around 10 people have come forward to be involved with the Plan, councillors will formulate 
all contacts together and propose a meeting date. Councillor Agar will also join the group to 
represent PPC. The Lady from HDC will be requested to attend the meeting to assist. 
 
Swainby and Potto School 
The chairman attended a school governors meeting for Swainby & Potto school where it was 
proposed enter into a consultation to close both Swainby and Ingleby Arncliffe Schools. No 
children are expected back at either school after the Easter Holidays, a number of teachers 
and governors have already resigned. There will be a public meeting on 10 May 2017 at 
Swainby Church Hall.  
The proposals for revised catchment areas for the schools were discussed, Potto would move 
into the Hutton Rudby Primary catchment, Swainby into Carlton and Ingleby Arncliffe into 
Appleton Wiske.  
 
Complaint against the Chairman 
Proposed to discuss in May’s meeting– Agreed. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return, it was agreed to submit the response to PKF Littlejohn’s 

questions resulting from the formal objection placed by a member of the public in Potto.. 
b) The 2016/17 Annual Return, the annual governance statement was read out by the 

Chairman and each of the points addressed and agreed. 
c) Mr Roger Briesley has kindly agreed to carry out the internal audit again this year. 

 
d) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account  £ 612.76 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Invoice received from YLCA, annual membership £121.00. Agreed. 

  
Reports from County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Hugill discussed the ‘making a difference fund’ PPC are unable to apply, 
however other local groups could, like Potto in Bloom. Discussed possibly getting the finger 
sign in Potto repaired. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated, their AGM is on 16 May. 
The next upcoming event is Wine tasting on 6 May, ‘Happy Jack’ – Play by John Godber on 
Saturday 10th June and the annual village BBQ will be on Saturday 8th July. 
 
Councillors discussed the emergency pack that has yet to be received from NYCC and WiFi 
Information to be passed to the Village Hall committee for their input. 
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Correspondence 

 
I. Letter from the Houses of Parliament – introducing UK Parliament Week to be held 

between the 13th to the 19th November. 
 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 
 
There have been 41 emails from a single member of the public regarding; 
 

I. Comments on D&S Times Website 
II. Complaint against Councillor Wilde  

III. Council’s response to auditor 
IV. Local auditor contact details 
V. Risk Assessment document 
VI. Agendas 

VII. Council’s response to auditor 
VIII. Register of interests 
IX. Comments on D&S Times Website 
X. Local auditor contact details 
XI. Standing orders 

XII. Agendas 
XIII. Risk assessment document 
XIV. 2017 -17 Annual return 
XV. Period of public rights 
XVI. Audit response 

XVII. Council bank statements 
XVIII. Comments on D&S website 
XIX. Local auditor details 
XX. Complaint against Councillor Wilde 
XXI. Village improvements 

XXII. Withdrawal of objection 
XXIII. Period of public rights 
XXIV. Risk assessment document 
XXV. Comments on D&S website 
XXVI. Agendas 

XXVII. Council bank statements 
XXVIII. Bank accounts 

XXIX. Standing orders 
XXX. Complaint against clerk 
XXXI. Annual return 

XXXII. Village improvements 
XXXIII. Local auditor contact 
XXXIV. Internal audit appointment 
XXXV. Council response 
XXXVI. Agendas 

XXXVII. Author of email 
XXXVIII. Comments on D&S website 
XXXIX. Annual monitoring of Parish Plan 

XL. Council bank statements 
XLI. Financial data 

 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
It was noted that addressing the correspondence of one member of the public was taking up a 
inordinate amount of Parish Council time and effort. 
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Any Other Business 
 
It was reported that more residents had expressed their support for the Parish Council and 
condemned the actions of the individual who had wasted the councils time and money and 
incurred additional costs for parishioners. 
 
Two councillors and the clerk are on holiday on the date of the next scheduled PPC meeting 
and AGM. Propose to move the meeting to 31st May - Agreed – to check with absent 
councillor and check with PVH bookings, then inform councillors and Police and post on 
village notice board. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30 pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 31 May 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 31 MAY 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin and 
County Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams and Councillor Mr I 
Macpherson 
 
The minutes of April’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there were no 
comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was unanimously agreed, 
the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
No report has been received from the Police this month, in general the last year has been 
relatively crime free however it has been reported to residents that a house on Butcher Lane 
had been broken into at the weekend. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None – Rawcliffe still outstanding 
 
Planning Applications 
An application has been submitted to put a static caravan on land adjacent to the bridleway, 
PPC has not received this application via post or email and it has not appeared on the 
Hambleton planning portal. We will check and circulate to councillors once received. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
 
a) Footpaths – North Yorkshire County Council will be providing us with another 5 gates free 

of charge to be installed by a team of volunteer residents. The date for further gate 
installations will be posted on Potto Patter, as volunteers will be needed to assist. 
 

b) Un-classified Road (Bridlepath) - Not heard back yet. 
 

c) Parish Plan – A Committee has been set up and had numerous emails back and forward, 
with representatives from HDC who will attend a meeting next month to discuss further, 
Councillor Agar is involved with the Parish Plan committee as a representative of PPC. 
 

d) Discussed in AGM 
 

e) Emergency Pack – Received apology email, they had forgotten about us, will be sending 
one out shortly. 

 

f) Defibrillator – Code now on box. 
 
Swainby and Potto School 
Consultation out to close both schools in Swainby and Ingleby Arncliffe. Residents can go 
online to NYCC page and comment on consultation. 
County Councillor Hugill stated there has been some interest in setting up a pre-school in the 
Swainby School building, PPC would support this. 
 
Complaint Against the Chairman 
Councillor Wilde declared an interest and stepped out of the meeting – Meeting now not 
quorate so will be postponed until June’s meeting. 
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Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return, it was agreed to submit the response to PKF Littlejohn’s 

questions resulting from the formal objection placed by a member of the public in Potto. 
 

b) The 2016/17 Annual Return, is currently with the internal auditor. 
 

c) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 4,963.27 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
 Invoice received:  

i. £200.00 - Defibrillator training - Agreed. 
ii. £480.00 - U-hire plant equipment for bridlepath work – Agreed 
iii. £180.00 - PVH committee annual room hire of village hall – Agreed 
iv. £121.00 – YLCA annual membership – Agreed 

 
 Payment received from HMRC for £1175.5 to cover the VAT reclaim. 
 
d) Budget Review – Looking healthy, first part of precept received. The grass verges will 

require cutting soon and Andrew Hutchinson will be contacted. 
 

Report from County and District Councillors 
Discussed in AGM 
 
Village Hall 
The village hall committee have decided they do not wish to have a WiFi point in the building. 
 
Upcoming events:  
- Saturday 10th June -  Happy Jack’ – Play by John Godber. 
- Sunday 9th July - Potto Annual BBQ. 

 -     Thursday 12th October - Salsa Verde’ Play - A Bad Apple Theatre Company production 
 
Correspondence 

 
a) Clerk not eligible for pension. 
b) Clerk not eligible for maternity pay, but can have leave. 
c) Right to publicly view annual return?? 
d) Green space consultation. 
e) There have been 55 emails from one member of the public; 

 
I. Formal Objection costs 
II. Standing orders 

III. Background papers 
IV. Email author 
V. Complaint against the clerk 
VI. Internal Audit appointment 

VII. Agendas 
VIII. Comments on D&S Times Website 
IX. Withdrawal of objection 
X. Monitoring of parish plan 
XI. Correcting actions 

XII. Formal objection costs 
XIII. Positive responses 
XIV. Village improvements 
XV. Background papers 
XVI. Email author 

XVII. Agendas 
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XVIII. Financial data 
XIX. Internal auditor appointment 
XX. Comments on D&S website 
XXI. Background papers 

XXII. Author of email 
XXIII. Internal controls 
XXIV. Electors wishes 
XXV. Positive response 
XXVI. FOIA internal review 

XXVII. Withdrawal of objection 
XXVIII. Monitoring of parish plan 
XXIX. Correcting actions 
XXX. Formal Objection costs 
XXXI. Noticeboard records 

XXXII. Draft minutes 
XXXIII. Agendas 
XXXIV. Background papers 
XXXV. Email author 
XXXVI. Internal controls 

XXXVII. Electors wishes 
XXXVIII. Positive response 
XXXIX. FOIA internal review 

XL. Comments on D&S website 
XLI. Monitoring of parish plan 

XLII. Correcting actions 
XLIII. Formal objection costs 
XLIV. Noticeboard records 
XLV. Draft minutes 
XLVI. Internal audit appointment 

XLVII. Withdrawal of objection 
XLVIII. Financial data 
XLIX. Agendas 

L. Background papers 
LI. Author of email 
LII. Internal controls 

LIII. Electors wishes 
LIV. Positive response 
LV. FOIA internal review 
LVI. Comments on D&S website 

LVII. Monitoring of parish plan 
LVIII. Correcting actions 
LIX. Formal objection costs 
LX. Noticeboard records 
LXI. Draft minutes 

LXII. Internal audit appointment 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
It was noted that addressing the correspondence of one member of the public was taking up 
an inordinate amount of Parish Council time and effort. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
A member of the public has reported speeding cars around the Parish, specifically along Black 
Horse Lane he reported that can hear the noise from his home. It was agreed that we will 
speak to the next attending PCSO about this, seems to have increased since Dog & Gun re-
opened.  
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Thanks, were given to the two members of the public who attended the meeting tonight and 
taking an interest in the work we do. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 21 June 2017 at 7.00pm 



 

 

867 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 28 JUNE 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin, 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 

Two members of the public were present, and raised a number of points: 
- Overgrown footpaths, some are impassable, would it be possible to organise a working 

party be to carry out some maintenance  
- The footpath marker outside a house on the bridle way is missing and the stile is 

broken. 
- It was explained that the responsibility for maintaining footpaths rests with the land 

owners and the County Council. The current program of footpath improvements 
initiated by the Parish Council and supported by NYCC footpaths was explained 
including the styles which are being replaced in the parish. It was suggested that a 
notice was placed to ask for volunteers to help speed up the work. 

- County Councillor Hugill informed us that Potto has been mentioned by NYCC Rights 
of Way as one of the Parish Councils, which are working successfully together with the 
County Council. It was proposed to put the Footpaths Survey prepared by the Parish 
Council on the Potto website 

- It was reported that the speed limit signs when entering the village and other signs are 
hidden by the overgrown hedges.  County Councillor Hugill said this is NYCC 
Highways responsibility.  

- It was reported that the road markings near the bend in the village have nearly 
disappeared also the corner markings outside Mrs Cousins’ house are covered by ivy.  
It was explained that his is the land owner’s responsibility.  

- It was reported that the road sign for Goulton Lane, at Prestons is very faded and 
hardly readable 

- It was reported that Cooper Lane corner is very overgrown and has a large hedge 
obscuring views. The house is currently up for sale.  

- It was reported that people are parking on or very close to the corner in Potto 
obscuring driver’s views. It was explained that the Parish Council had raised the matter 
with the Police in February and they explained that this is not illegal, however it is bad 
practice. 

- It was reported that vehicles are speeding up and down the village, many are of which 
are residents. Can we ask police to assist? 

 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams  
 
The minutes of May’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and there were no 
comments, it was proposed that the minutes were accepted and this was unanimously agreed, 
the minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from Stokesley Police had been circulated to Councillors;  
 
There had been a Burglary reported at a property on Butcher Lane, jewellery was stolen.  
 
There was a crash at Potto Hall crossroads last week where a car flipped on its roof. 
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Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
a) Ref 16/02573/FUL Demolition of two storage structures and conversion of existing large storage 

structure into two, semi-detached houses near Rawcliffe, Cooper Lane, Potto. 
Application has been REFUSED. 
 

b) Ref 17/00626/FUL Construction of a foaling shed building and a building to cover part of existing 
horse riding arena. 
Application has been APPROVED. 

 
Planning Applications 
An application has been submitted to put a static caravan on land adjacent to the bridleway, 
PPC has not received this application via post or email and it has not appeared on the 
Hambleton planning portal. We will check and circulate to councillors once received - County 
Councillor Hugill said it may not have been validated yet. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths – discussed in public meeting, Councillor Macpherson has put up dog fouling 

signs, and requested some more. It was proposed to have more dog waste bins at either 
end of the Bridleway County Councillor Hugill will check with Hambleton District Council 
about the bins. 
 

b) Un-classified Road (Bridlepath) – NYCC said that a consultation should have started on 
the bridleway; we will follow up with Steve Mason at NYCC Highways. 
 

c) Emergency Pack – Received apology email, they had forgotten about us, there is another 
initiative starting soon and we hope to receive a pack as part of this. 

 

d) Defibrillator – Code now on box. Discussed establishing a roster of residents to call in an 
emergency. 

 
Swainby and Potto School 
County Councillor Hugill stated there has been some interest in setting up a pre-school in the 
Swainby School building, PPC would support this. 
 
Parish Plan  
A Committee has been set up and had numerous emails back and forward, with 
representatives from HDC who will attend a public meeting in the village hall on Tuesday 4 
July to discuss further, Councillor Agar is involved with the Parish Plan committee as a 
representative of PPC 
 
Complaint Against the Chairman 
Councillor Wilde declared an interest and stepped out of the meeting. 
 
A complaint was received from a member of the public disputing comments reported in a 
newspaper article in the Darlington & Stockton Times.  
 
The complaint against the Chairman was discussed, the complainant was not present. It was 
agreed that the complaint constitutes part of the continuing malicious behaviour of a single 
member of the public.  
 
It was noted that Potto Parish Council will not accept harassment, bulling, or abuse of its 
members in any shape or form.  
 
County Councillor Hugill commented on the vindictive behaviour of the complainant, and 
asked how can we draw a line under his numerous complaints? 
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A meeting has been arranged with the YLCA to discuss the legal implications, and how to deal 
with the unreasonable behaviour of the individual concerned. 
 
Councillor Wilde answered questions from D&S in good faith when the newspaper phoned him 
and the comments made were not necessarily those provided by Councillor Wilde.  
 
It was unanimously agreed that the complaint had no basis and was unreasonable; therefore 
the complaint was not upheld 
 
 
Finance 
a) The 2014/15 Annual Return, 

The Parish Council discussed each point on the Action Plan and agreed that each point 
had been addressed and that the action plan was considered completed. 
 

b) The 2015/16 Annual Return; 
The investigation of the formal objection submitted by a member of the public is still 
ongoing. The current estimate of costs is £ 3,163. 
 

c) The 2016/17 Annual Return; is currently with the internal auditor. 
 

d) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 4,062.27 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Budget Review – Looking healthy, first part of precept received. The grass verges will 

require cutting soon and Andrew Hutchinson will be contacted. 
 

f) Cheque for £112.46 received from Highways or grass cutting in the urban areas. 
 

g) Pride in Potto have recently held an afternoon tea to raise funds for plants etc, it was 
agreed to provide a £30 donation – Payable to PVH. 

 
Report from County and District Councillors 
Discussed the Portal ‘Parish Portal Live’ for reporting road damage and white lines is now 
available.   
 
£600,000 has been raised from the green bin charge.  
 
Discussed ‘Hambleton Highlights’ County Councillor Hugill will circulate to us. 
 
Village Hall 
No minutes received this month. 
 
Upcoming events:  
- Sunday 9th July - Potto Annual BBQ. 

 -     Thursday 12th October - Salsa Verde’ Play - A Bad Apple Theatre Company production 
 
 
Correspondence 
 
a) A letter has been received from the FIO Commissioners office following a complaint from a 

member of the public. It was noted that this is the same member of the public carrying out 
a personnel campaign against the Parish Council. 
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b) There have been 25 emails from the same member of the public noted above since the 
last Parish Council meeting; 

 

I. Internal Auditor appointment 

II. Draft minutes 

III. Notice Board records 

IV. Formal Objection costs 
V. Correcting Actions 
VI. Annual Monitoring of Parish Plan 

VII. Comments on D&S Website 
VIII. Complaint against the clerk 
IX. Following electors wishes 
X. FOIA internal review required 
XI. Internal Controls required 

XII. Positive response invited 
XIII. Correcting actions 
XIV. Comments on D&S website 
XV. Formal Objection costs 
XVI. Draft minutes 

XVII. Author of email 
XVIII. Agendas 
XIX. Standing orders 
XX. Minutes and agendas 
XXI. Internal Auditors details 

XXII. S45 Reviews from FOIA 
XXIII. 2016-17 Period of Public Rights 
XXIV. Compliance with FOIA 
XXV. 2016-17 Annual Return 

 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Where internal reviews were considered correspondences were checked and replies had 
been made to each correspondence as required and did not breach the FOI act. 
 
It was noted that addressing the correspondence of one member of the public was taking up 
an inordinate amount of Parish Council time and efforts. 
 
Any Other Business 
Thanks were given to the two members of the public who attended the meeting tonight and 
taking an interest in the work we do. 
 
Newsletter due 
 
Councillor Griffin gave her apologies for July’s meeting. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 19 July 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 19 JULY 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) and Councillor Mr S Agar,  
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams, Councillor Mrs E Griffin, 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
The Parish Council was not quorate. 
 
The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and will be signed at next month’s 
meeting if sufficient councillors are present. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from Stokesley Police had been circulated to Councillors;  
 
Nothing to report, however it was noted by the councillors that neither the burglary on Butcher 
Lane, nor the crash at Potto Hall crossroads were on the police report. 
 
Nothing to report from Neighbourhood Watch. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
a) Ref 17/00876/FUL - Retrospective change of use application for agricultural land to form 

part of the existing domestic cartilage - APPROVED. 
b) Ref 17/00226/CLE - Application for certificate of lawful use (existing) for the removal of an 

agricultural occupancy restriction - APPROVED.  
 

It was noted that neither application has been received by PPC via post or email 
 
Planning Applications 
Ref 17/01359/FUL - Alterations and rear single storey extension, removal of existing 
conservatory. Just received, circulate to councillors via email and send comments to 
Hambleton via website. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-classified Road (Bridlepath) - Steve Mason at NYCC Highways unable 

to attend July’s meeting, will hopefully be able to make Augusts’ to discuss consultation 
further. 
 
Councillors have been busy during July, however it was proposed to set up a working 
group for 2nd weekend in August to complete some more of the new gates on the 
footpaths. We will contact residents via ‘Potto Patter’ on Facebook for volunteers. 
 

b) Meeting with YLCA – Moved to August as councillors unable to attend. 
 
Swainby and Potto School. 
Northing further to report at this time. 
 
Parish Plan  
A public meeting in the village hall was held on Tuesday 4 July, Councillor Agar is involved 
with the Parish Plan committee as a representative of PPC. Further to the first meeting an 
email was received from Caroline Skelly outlining the listed buildings in Potto. We have 
requested this info is posted on the Potto website, as it may be of some interest to residents. 
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Complaint Against the Clerk 
The meeting was not quorate, so has been moved to the August meeting Agenda. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return, Information has been requested to be published on website. 

 
b) The 2016/17 Annual Return 
c) Posted on the notice board and website for period of notification. Invited a member of the 

public to view return – did not attend. Member of public is currently sending same request 
via email every day. 
 

d) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 3,882.27 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Budget Review – Looking healthy, first part of precept received. The grass verges will 

require cutting soon and Andrew Hutchinson will be contacted. 
 

f) Current Audit review with PKF Littlejohn looking to be around £3000 which will have to be 
paid with parishioner’s money again.  

 
Report from County and District Councillors 
County Councillor Hugill was absent but spoke to the Chairman just before the meeting an has 
some very positive information. He is able to give £1000 for the replacement of the missing 
finger sign in the centre of the village and £300 towards Potto Parish Plan. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated, the annual Potto BBQ was 
a sucess. 
 
Upcoming events:  
-     Thursday 12th October - Salsa Verde’ Play - A Bad Apple Theatre Company production 
 
Correspondence 
 
There have been 21 emails from the same member of the public noted above since the last 
Parish Council meeting; 
 

I. Complaint - ref June 2017 

II. Following electors wishes 

III. Internal reviews 

IV. Internal control programme 
V. Positive response invited 
VI. Comments on D&S Website 

VII. Investigation costs 2015 -16 
VIII. Agendas 
IX. Standing orders 
X. Inspection of AR documents 
XI. Inspection of AR documents 

XII. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 
XIII. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 
XIV. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 
XV. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 
XVI. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 

XVII. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 
XVIII. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 
XIX. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 
XX. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 
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XXI. Publishing Annual return 2016-17 

 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
Where internal reviews were considered correspondences were checked and replies had 
been made to each correspondence as required and did not breach the FOI act. 
 
It was noted that addressing the correspondence of one member of the public was taking up 
an inordinate amount of Parish Council time and efforts. 
 
Any Other Business 
Councillor Agar will be attending the Self Build Conference at Stokesley Town Hall next 
Tuesday and will report back next month.  
 
Newsletter due 
 
The Clerk gave her apologies for Augusts’ meeting. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.45pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 16 August 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 22 AUGUST 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin, 
Councillor Mr I McPhearson and County Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Meeting open to the public:  
A concerned member of the public raised the issue of Stell System Maintenance, it was 
explained that the Parish Council and the Environment Agency undertake a bi-annual 
inspection of the Stell’s and this was due to take place in October. Letters will be sent to 
residents affected. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams, and the Clerk to the 
Parish Council, Mrs J Storey who is currently on maternity leave. 
 
The Parish Council was not quorate to approve the June minutes. Councillor Mr McPearson 
proposed, Councillor Mr Agar seconded that the minutes be approved. 
 
The minutes for the July meeting of the Parish Council were discussed, Councillor Mr Agar 
proposed approving the minutes and Councillor Mr Wilde seconded the motion. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from Stokesley Police had been circulated to Councillors;  
 
Nothing to report, however it was noted by the councillors that neither car crash at Potto Cross 
Roads were mentioned and neither was the Break Inn on Black Horse Lane. 
 
It was reported that the Potto Neighbourhood Watch had also not been made aware of the 
recent burglary. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
Ref:  17/01359/FUL Alterations and rear single storey extension and removal of existing 
conservatory 19 Cooper Lane.   The application was discussed and it was proposed that the 
application be recommended.   
 
Planning Applications 
Ref: 17/01766/FUL New detached dwelling 10 Cooper Lane 
Councillor Mr Agar declared an interest and left the meeting, the application was discussed 
and it was noted that this was a reapplication for a development that the Parish Council 
previously approved. The application was discussed and it was proposed that the application 
should be recommended with no comments. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-classified Road (Bridle-path) – The Parish Council was informed that 

the NYCC Highways Officer who was dealing with the Bridleway, has left his post. County 
Councillor Mr D Hugill will find out who the new contact is for the next meeting. Carry 
forward to next meeting. 

b) The Ford: the concrete slab exiting the stream needs repairing urgently. Highways section 
bridges and fords to be contacted about carrying this work out. 

c) Gates: hope to get these installed before the winter sets in, 
d) Thanks to Mark Hardy and the team for clearing the footpaths. 
e) Hedges will be cut at the end of this month. 
f) Stell System: Inspection to be organised next month, a letter will be sent to affected 

residents informing them of the upcoming inspection. The Environmental Agency 
representative (Mr. Nigel Darling) will be invited to join the inspection team. 
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g) Contact Andrew Brown re a date for installing the next stile and examine the state of 
current footpaths in the village. 
 

h) Send a standard letter reminder to landowners that is their responsibility to maintain 
footpaths on their land (after harvest). 

i) Meeting with YLCA – Moved as councillors unable to attend. New date to be arranged. 
 
Swainby and Potto School. 
School closed. Celebration of life of the school to be held in September. 
 
Parish Plan  
A good number of volunteers have come forward and initial meetings have been held. 
Pertinent questions to be circulated to PPC for discussion. 
Next meeting to take place on 05.09.2017 
 
Complaint Against the Clerk 
The complaint against the Clerk by a member of the public was discussed, it was agreed that 
this complaint constitutes the continued harassment of an employee of Potto Parish Council 
by this member of the public, which is wholly inappropriate and unacceptable. It was resolved 
to take legal advice on how to proceed. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return has been completed and signed off. 

It was agreed that an action plan would be prepared to address the concerns noted by the 
Auditor. 

b) The cost of the investigation into the Formal Objection raised by the same member of the 
public who raised the previous objection is £3919.00. The report can be seen on the 
website. 

c) Plainings invoice £1536. 16 wagonloads,320 tons for use on the Bridleway.  
d) The Internal Auditors report was read out and the following statement was highlighted by 

the Chairman;“The council is operating as it should be”.  The report is available for 
viewing on the parish website. Our thanks to Mr Roger Briesly were proposed and 
seconded. 

e) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 3,882.27 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
f) Cutting of the grass verges: it was agreed to approve the invoice for £180 to be paid to 

Andrew Hutchinson. 
g) Clerk’s Pension: registered online. Declaration only - for Pension’s Act. 
h) A correspondence from a member of the public was read out stating that they will 

withdraw their Formal Objection to the 2016-2017 Annual Return if PPC undertake an 
internal investigation. The correspondence was discussed and it was agreed that the 
Parish Council would undertake an internal investigation. 

 
Report from County and District Councillors 
With respect to village improvement projects, County Councillor Hugill suggested applying to 
the @Hambleton making a difference scheme. He will provide details of the company that he 
knows undertakes similar renovation projects. Councillor MacPherson will liase with the Pride 
in Potto group. 
 
It was reported that parking meters in Northallerton have been modified to take the new pound 
coins and will take credit cards soon. 
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Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated, 
 
Upcoming events:  
-     Thursday 12th October - Salsa Verde’ Play - A Bad Apple Theatre Company production 
 
Correspondence 
 

a) There have been 29 emails from one member of the public; 
 

I. Invoice request for AR Documents 
II. Failure to publish Annual Return 

III. Failure to publish Annual Return  
IV. Failure to publish Annual Return 
V. Failure to publish Annual Return 
VI. Failure to publish Annual Return 

VII. Failure to publish Annual Return 
VIII. Failure to publish Annual Return 
IX. Failure to publish Annual Return 
X. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XI. Failure to publish Annual Return 

XII. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XIII. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XIV. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XV. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XVI. Failure to publish Annual Return 

XVII. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XVIII. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XIX. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XX. Failure to publish Annual Return 
XXI. Failure to publish Annual Return 

XXII. Formal Objection to 2016-17 Annual Return 
XXIII. Formal Objection to 2016-17 Annual Return 
XXIV. Formal Objection to 2016-17 Annual Return 
XXV. Formal Objection to 2016-17 Annual Return 
XXVI. Formal Objection to 2016-17 Annual Return 

XXVII. Formal Objection to 2016-17 Annual Return 
XXVIII. Formal Objection to 2016-17 Annual Return 
XXIX. Formal Objection to 2016-17 Annual Return 

 
 
Three emails were received from the Information Commissioners office relating to complaints 
made by the same member of the public noted above. 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
It was noted that addressing the correspondence of one member of the public was taking up 
an inordinate amount of Parish Council time and effort. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
 
The Clerk was congratulated by all on the birth of her new baby. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.15pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 20 September 2017 at 7.00pm 



877 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin and 
County Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams and Councillor Mr I 
McPhearson  
 
The minutes for the August meeting of the Parish Council were discussed; Councillor Mr Agar 
proposed approving the minutes and Councillor Mr Wilde seconded the motion. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
No report has been received from the Police this month. 
Discussed the recent police activity in the village, when drugs were seized from a property within 
the village. No further information is available at this time. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
a) Ref:  17/00030/Refuse – Appeal 

The appeal against the decision to refuse the application 16/02573/FUL - Demolition of two 
storage structures and conversion of existing large storage structure into two, semi-
detached houses near Rawcliffe, Cooper Lane, Potto.  
 
The grounds of the initial refusal were noted and it was agreed that no new comments were 
required just re-submit the original comments. 

 
Planning Applications 
a. 17/01902/FUL - Increase garage roof line 31 Cooper Lane, Potto - Recommended for 

approval. 
b. 17/01766/FUL - New Dwelling 10 Cooper Lane, Potto – Councillor Agar declared an interest 

and took no part in the discussions. It was noted that the Parish Council had previously 
recommended the application for approval and there were no objections based on the 
current application. 

c. 17/01944/FUL - Alterations & extensions to Longlands, Goldgate Lane, Swainby - 
Recommended for approval. 

 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-classified Road (Bridle-path) – The Parish Council was informed that the 

NYCC Highways Officer who was dealing with the Bridleway, has left his post.  
 
The Ford: the concrete slab exiting the stream needs repairing urgently. Highways section 
bridges and fords to be contacted about carrying this work out. 
 
County Councillor Mr D Hugill will find out who the new contact is for the next meeting. Carry 
forward to next meeting. 
 
Gates: hope to get these installed before the winter sets in, Agreed for Friday 13 October. 
Clerk will advertise on Potto Patter for volunteers. 
 

b) Stell System: Inspection to be organised next month, a letter has been sent to affected 
residents informing them of the upcoming inspection. The Environmental Agency 
representative (Mr. Nigel Darling) will be invited to join the inspection team. 
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c) ‘Making a Difference’ scheme, applications for grants can be made through the Pride in Potto 

group supported by the Parish Council for a number of village projects 
 

d) Meeting with YLCA – Moved as councillors unable to attend. Possibly 27 October – will 
confirm with the YLCA. 

 
 
Swainby and Potto School. 
Swainby and Potto School is now officially closed. A remembrance celebration was held at the 
school and over 200 ex-pupils and teachers attended. 
 
Parish Plan  
Currently compiling questionnaires and will be sent off to Hambleton Council for approval soon. 
Next meeting to take place on 10 October. 
 
Investigation into complaint received from a member of the public 
An investigation has been initiated into a complaint made by a member of the public about the 
2016/17 Annual Return. The complaint contains around 68 different documents and consists of 
around 190 pages of text. 
 
In order to provide a full and balanced review It was agreed to address each of the sections in 
turn and compile the responses into a final report. 
 
The investigation will take a considerable amount of time due to the sheer volume of the material 
submitted. The first section was reviewed during the Parish Council meeting. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return has been completed and signed off. 

It was agreed that an action plan would be prepared to address the concerns noted by the 
Auditor. 

b) The 2016/17 Annual Return: The cost of the investigation into the Formal Objection raised 
by the same member of the public who raised the previous objection is £3919.00. The report 
can be seen on the website. 

c) The Internal Auditors report was read out and the following statement was highlighted by the 
Chairman; “The council is operating as it should be”.  The report is available for viewing on 
the parish website. Our thanks to Mr Roger Briesly were proposed and seconded. 

d) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 3,582.27 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) Payments Due: 

i. Andrew Hutchinson - Cutting of the grass verges: £180.00. (Agreed at Aug meeting) 
ii. Road Plainings: £1,536.00 (Agreed at Aug meeting) 
iii. Roger Brisley – Internal Audit: £120.00 (Agreed at Aug meeting) 
iv. Whorlton Church: £200.00 - Agreed 
v. Aon Insurance: £204.28 - Agreed 
vi. PKF LittleJohn – Audit: £4,703.87 – Agreed 

 
f) The status of the budget was reviewed  

The second instalment of the parish is due in October 2017. 
 

 
Report from County and District Councillors 
County Councillor Hugill discussed Council Tax, he recently attended a seminar at the County 
Council where different options were discussed about going forward, and also about different 
options for the council, including unitary authority. 
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Complaint by a member of the public to the ICO 
Three complaints have been received from a member of the public – the ICO are currently 
deciding whether they are going to investigate these complaints. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated: 
 
Upcoming events:  
-     Thursday 12th October - Salsa Verde’ Play - A Bad Apple Theatre Company production 
 
Correspondence 
 

I. One correspondence received from a member of the public regarding additional 
information for the Parish Council relating to their complaint.  

II. Three emails were received from the Information Commissioners office relating to 
complaints made by the same member of the public noted above. 

III. An email was received from a member of the public regarding the stell inspection. 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate. 
 
It was noted that dealing with a single member of the public was taking up an inordinate amount 
of Parish Council time and effort. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
The Parish Council is looking for a new Councillor to join the team, if you are interested or wish 
to find out more, please contact the Chairman, Mr Andrew Wilde on: 01642 7000 or contact the 
clerk via: pottopc@btinternet.com  
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 25 October 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 25 OCTOBER 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson 
and County Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 

Meeting Open to the Public 
A member of the public was present to discuss planning application 17/02180/FUL - Proposed 
conversion of existing outbuilding to form dwelling on adjacent land, plus the installation of a new 
Septic tank to serve the existing dwelling. 
  
The member of the public had emailed the Parish Council his comments which he will also be 
submitting to Hambleton District Council. These notes were read out to the other councillors and 
discussed; the notes included comments on the visual impact of the proposed property and 
attached chimney, access to the proposed property and impact on existing trees and hedges. 
Also discussed location of existing septic tanks and associated pipe work. 
 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams and Councillor Mrs E Griffin 
 
The minutes for the September’s meeting of the Parish Council were discussed and unanimously 
agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Nothing to report from the Police this month. However due to numerous omitted incidents in 
previous reports, the clerk contacted the Police and they have apologised and have updated us 
with the following incidents: 
 
I. Theft 

22/08/17 Report that an antique garden roller and trampoline metal work was stolen from an 
address in Potto, no investigative opportunities identified 

 
II. Police Raid 

06/09/17 Report of cannabis grown at an address in Potto. Police attended, plants and grow 
equipment seized for destruction. 2 x arrests made to date and enquiries continuing. 

 
III. Suspicious activity 

19/08/17 Report of a male knocking on doors of public house in Potto trying to locate a named 
female. Male encountered by Police and all in order. 
12/10/17 Report of male in vehicle on farm driveway in Potto who when challenged claimed 
he was looking for a named female. No vrm provided and area search by police negative. 

 
IV. Miscellaneous 

12/09/17 Report of fox hunt on land at Potto. Police attended and hunt spoken with. No 
evidence of any offences. 
 

It was noted that there was no mention of any of the vehicle collisions at Potto Hall crossroads. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
a) Ref:  17/00030/Refuse – Appeal 

Appeal is still ongoing. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cimacpherson?ref=br_rs&hc_ref=ARS_wIt7b6KE2XXI6pXZqSE-QRTvFOvtgtf-PMJIZiWXv1212sqYJZsNb-TinQAv5mg
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Planning Applications 
a) 17/02180/FUL – Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding to form dwelling on adjacent 

land, plus the installation of a new Septic tank to serve the existing dwelling  
 

Following discussions, the overall consensus from the Councillors were concerns for the 
existing trees and hedges, visual impact of the height of the proposed chimney, access to the 
land. Councillors also discussed the street scene and the visual impact on neighbours of this 
very modern style proposed property. 
 
Agreed to send objection with the above statements – unanimously agreed. 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-classified Road (Bridle-path) – The Parish Council was informed that the 

NYCC Highways Officer who was dealing with the Bridleway, has left his post.  
 
The Ford: the concrete slab exiting the stream needs repairing urgently. Highways section 
bridges and fords to be contacted about carrying this work out. 
 
County Councillor Mr D Hugill will find out who the new contact is for the next meeting. Carry 
forward to next meeting. 
 
Mr P Marsh has organised  a contractor to cut back the hedges, but was approached by a 
land owner who complained, Councillor Macpherson has dealt with this and is working with 
the land owner. 
 
It was agreed to send a note of thanks to the volunteers from Kirklevington Grange for their 
great work on the bridle path earlier this year. Discussed them also fitting gates for us. 
 

b) Stell System: Inspection to be organised for Saturday 4 November, a letter has been sent to 
affected residents informing them of the upcoming inspection. The Environmental Agency 
representative (Mr. Nigel Darling) has been invited to join the inspection team. 
It has been reported that the West stell is blocked, land owners will be contacted. 

 
c) ‘Making a Difference’ scheme, applications for grants can be made through the Pride in Potto 

group supported by the Parish Council for a number of village projects. County Councillor 
Hugill informed us that the application was successful and we will be receiving a  grant 
towards refurbishing the finger sign in the centre of the village. 

 

d) Meeting with YLCA – Moved as councillors unable to attend– will confirm with the YLCA. 
 
Parish Plan  
Currently compiling questionnaires and will be sent off to Hambleton Council for approval soon. 
Daft questions regarding the Parish Council have been circulated for clarification. 
 
Investigation into complaint received from a member of the public 
The investigation is on-going and will take a considerable amount of time due to the sheer volume 
of the material submitted. Sections five and six were reviewed during the Parish Council meeting. 
 
It was noted that the member of the public who submitted the complaint has still not withdrawn 
his complaint to the External Auditors PKF LittleJohn. 
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Finance 
a) The 2015/16 Annual Return: The cost of the investigation into the Formal Objection raised 

by the same member of the public who raised the previous objection is £3919.00. The report 
can be seen on the website. 
 

b) The 2016/17 Annual Return, The External Auditors report for 2016/17 has been received 
from PKF Littlejohn, it is currently provisional as there is an outstanding complaint that PKF 
Littlejohn have received from a member of the public in Potto. The report is available for 
examination or via the Parish website 
 

c) A draft 2018/19 precept budget will be sent out before November’s meeting as it needs to be 
sent off in December 

 
d) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account  £ 6,352.99 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 

 
e) The status of the budget was reviewed. The second instalment of the parish has been 

received. 
 
Councillor Agar asked about printing costs for Parish Plan and if that would be budgeted for. Will 
be getting quotes for printing. 
 

Report from County and District Councillors 
County Councillor Hugill discussed the successful bid from ‘Making a Difference’ grant, and also 
discussed planning time extensions. 
 
Councillor Wilde expressed his thanks to County Councillor Hugill, stating that we will now be 
able to instigate the refurbishment of the historic broken finger sign in the village. 
 
The relocation of the dog waste bin as discussed in June’s meeting, was also discussed, he will 
follow up. 
 
Complaint by a member of the public to the ICO 
Three complaints have been received from a member of the public – the ICO are currently 
deciding whether they are going to investigate these complaints. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. 
 
Salsa Verde’ Play - A Bad Apple Theatre Company production, very successful evening. 
 
Annual calendar photo competition was held and calendars will be printed shortly.  
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
 
Correspondence 
 

I. An email was received from a member of the public requesting a salt bin on corner of 
Cooper Close/Cooper Lane – unanimously agreed. 
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Any Other Business 
 
The Parish Council is looking for a new Councillor to join the team, if you are interested or wish 
to find out more, please contact the Chairman, Mr Andrew Wilde on: 01642 700077 or contact 
the clerk via: pottopc@btinternet.com  
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.35pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 15 November 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson 
and Councillor Mrs E Griffin 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams and County Councillor Mr 
D Hugill 
 
The minutes for the October’s meeting of the Parish Council were discussed proposed, seconded 
and unanimously agreed. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
PCSO Crawford was present,  
 
The Parish Council expressed its concern over data missing from the previous Police reports 
PCSO Crawford will investigate. He reported on the following events: 
 
Burglary 15/11/2017 – 16.37 – Report from Cooper Lane that roof tiles had been pulled back in 
an effort to gain entry to the garage. No lines of enquiry at this time 
 
Discussed getting annual crime stats, so we can compare year on year, we used to receive these 
in the past. 
 
Discussed the lack of admin and general staffing at Stokesley Police station. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
a) Ref:  17/00030/Refuse – Appeal - Appeal is still ongoing. 
b) Ref:  17/01944/FUL - Demolition of existing conservatory and the construction of single 

storey garden room and revised application for single storey side extension and first floor 
extension over existing extension - GRANTED 

 
Planning Applications 

None 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-classified Road (Bridle-path) – The Parish Council was informed that the 

NYCC Highways Officer who was dealing with the Bridleway, has left his post and it remains 
vacant at this time.  
 
The Ford: the concrete slab exiting the stream needs repairing urgently. Highways section 
bridges and fords to be contacted about carrying this work out. 
 
County Councillor Mr D Hugill was due to report on the new contact is for this meeting, this 
will be carried forward to next meeting. 
 
A new stile has been installed by a land owner, which is too high, and difficult to cross. 
 
It was reported that the hunt had gone through the village and made a bit of a mess of the 
bridleway. 
 
Mr S Marsh has kindly organised to have someone cut back some of the hedges on the 
bridleway and removed some overhanging branches. 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cimacpherson?ref=br_rs&hc_ref=ARS_wIt7b6KE2XXI6pXZqSE-QRTvFOvtgtf-PMJIZiWXv1212sqYJZsNb-TinQAv5mg
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b) ‘Making a Difference’ scheme, applications for grants can be made through the Pride in Potto 

group supported by the Parish Council for a number of village projects. County Councillor 
Hugill informed us that the application was successful and we will be receiving a grant towards 
refurbishing the finger sign in the centre of the village. 

 

c) Meeting with YLCA – Moved as councillors unable to attend– will confirm with the YLCA. 
 

d) Stell System – A draft report has been put together, discussed area marked ‘issues’. The stell 
system is generally in good condition. 

 
Parish Plan  
A draft questionnaire has been sent off to Hambleton Council for approval. Awaiting reply back 
with comments, aim for January completion. They now have eight members of the Parish Plan 
group who are working on the new Parish Plan. 
 
Investigation into complaint received from a member of the public 
The investigation is on-going and will take a considerable amount of time due to the sheer volume 
of the material submitted. Sections five and six were reviewed during the Parish Council meeting. 
 
The report will be concluded and discussed at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
It was noted that the member of the public who submitted the complaint has still not withdrawn 
his complaint to the External Auditors PKF LittleJohn as noted in his correspondence to the Parish 
Council. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2016/17 Annual Return, The External Auditors report for 2016/17 has been received 

from PKF Littlejohn, it is currently provisional as there is an outstanding complaint that PKF 
Littlejohn have received from a member of the public in Potto. The report is available for 
examination or via the Parish website 
 

b) The 2018/19 precept budget was discussed and each item agreed which produced a final 
Precept request of £7,000 was agreed for the financial year 2018/19.  
 
It was noted that the costs associated with objections raised by a single member of the public 
was over £9,000 which is more than a complete year’s precept. Parishioners have raised 
concerns that one individual can inflict these costs on the whole Parish. 

 
c) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account  £ 5,066.99 
ii. Business Account  £ 2,507.50 

 
Cheques for Grit Bin £45.00 and Grass Cutting £180.00 were approved, signed and sent 
off. 

 
d) The current status of the budget was reviewed.  

 
e) The second instalment of the Parish Precept has been received. 

 
Report from County and District Councillors 
None present 
 
Complaint by a member of the public to the ICO 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50680859, made by a 
member of the public, a decision notice will be issued by the ICO in due course.  
 
A discussion was held around the inordinate amount of effort incurred dealing with 
correspondences from a single ‘member of the public’. 
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Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. 
 
Annual calendar photo competition was held and calendars available for £7.50. 
 
A quiz night is being held on the 9th December. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
 
Any Other Business 
Discussed moving next month’s meeting forward a week as too close to Christmas. Provisionally 
agreed 13 December, will confirm. 
 
 
The Parish Council is looking for a new Councillor to join the team, if you are interested or wish 
to find out more, please contact the Chairman, Mr Andrew Wilde on: 01642 700077 or contact 
the clerk via: pottopc@btinternet.com  
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 13 December 2017 at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 13 DECEMBER 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr I Macpherson, Councillor Mrs E Griffin 
and County Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
Meeting open to the Public 
Two members of the public were present and wanted to discuss the behaviour of some 
motorcyclists and horse riders using the Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) to Swainby. 
 
Councillor Macpherson explained the current efforts being made to liaise with NYCC highways to 
find a resolution to this issue. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams and Councillor Mr S Agar 
 
The minutes for the November’s meeting of the Parish Council were discussed proposed, 
seconded and unanimously agreed. 
 
Co-option of an additional Councillor 
Councillor Williams has indicated that she wishes to stand down as a Parish Councillor due to 
her current work commitments. It was agreed to contact HDC to initiate the Co-Option process. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
Police report was received via email,  
 
Suspicious Circumstances: - 6/12/17 22:27 Report of a suspect vehicle seen on Butcher Lane 
Potto. Vehicle checks made as the registration was given vehicle came back all in order.  
 
Miscellaneous: - 18/11/17 21:26 Report of an incident that occurred at the Dog & Gunn Potto. It 
appeared a male & female had a disagreement, the male left driving his vehicle while in drink. 
Police attended the vehicle was sighted and stopped and the male provided a positive breath 
test. The male was charged with drink driving.  
 
Other Business: 04/12/17 09:07 Report of a vehicle going through a hedge/fence on black horse 
lane Pott, police attend details exchanged and fence to be repaired. Driver all in order. 
 
Discussed recent burglary in Swainby and cold caller in village late on evening from St John’s 
Ambulance. 
 
Discussed the incident last month when there was an attempted break-in, at the same time locks 
were cut on a neighbour’s sheds and tools taken. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
a) Ref:  17/00030/Refuse – Appeal - Appeal is still ongoing. 
 
Planning Applications 
a) 17/02437/FUL - Proposed single storey front, side and rear extension. Clerk not received, to 

check email and circulate. 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Footpaths and Un-Classified Road (Bridle-path) – The Parish Council was informed that the 

NYCC Highways Officer who was dealing with the Bridleway, has left his post and it remains 
vacant at this time.  
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cimacpherson?ref=br_rs&hc_ref=ARS_wIt7b6KE2XXI6pXZqSE-QRTvFOvtgtf-PMJIZiWXv1212sqYJZsNb-TinQAv5mg
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County Councillor Mr D Hugill was due to report on the new contact is for this meeting, this 
will be carried forward to next meeting. 

 
b) The Ford: the concrete slab exiting the stream needs repairing urgently. Highways section 

bridges and fords to be contacted about carrying this work out. County Councillor Hugill noted 
that HDC has an on-line portal for reporting such issues, this can be found at;  
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/potholes-and-road-condition-issues . 
 

c) ‘Making a Difference’ scheme, applications for grant was made through the Pride in Potto 
group supported by the Parish Council for a number of village projects. £2,500 grant has been 
awarded towards refurbishing the finger sign in the centre of the village. Discussed match 
funding. 

 

d) Meeting with YLCA – Moved as councillors unable to attend– will confirm with the YLCA. 
 

e) Stell System – A draft report has been put together, discussed area marked ‘issues’. The stell 
system is generally in good condition. 

 
Parish Plan  
A draft questionnaire has been sent off to Hambleton Council for approval. Awaiting reply back 
with comments, aim for January completion. The December meeting was cancelled due to 
extreme weather conditions.  
 
Investigation into complaint received from a member of the public 
The report summarising the investigation into the complaint received from a member of the public 
in Potto was discussed and subsequently it was approved by the Parish Council for releasing to 
the member of the public. 
 
It was noted that the member of the public who submitted the complaint has still not withdrawn 
his complaint to the External Auditors PKF LittleJohn as noted in his correspondence to the Parish 
Council. 
 
Finance 
a) The 2016/17 Annual Return, The External Auditors report for 2016/17 has been received 

from PKF Littlejohn, it is currently provisional as there is an outstanding complaint that PKF 
Littlejohn have received from a member of the public in Potto. The report is available for 
examination or via the Parish website 
 

b) The 2018/19 precept budget was discussed and each item agreed which produced a final 
Precept request of £7,000 for forwarding to HDC. Following the discussions, the precept 
budget was unanimously agreed for the financial year 2018/19.  
 
It was noted that the costs associated with objections raised by a single member of the public 
now amounted to over £9,000 which is more than a complete year’s precept. Parishioners 
have raised concerns that one individual can inflict these costs on the whole Parish. 

 
c) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account  £ 4,930.99 
ii. Business Account  £ 2,507.94 

 
d) The current status of the operating budget was reviewed and agreed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/potholes-and-road-condition-issues
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Report from County and District Councillors 
County Councillor Hugill reported that following refurbishment Northallerton Swimming Baths will 
re-open this week.  
 
It was noted that the Friarage Hospital’s future is now safe, however it remains difficult to recruit 
staff. 
 
One of the members of the public raised concerns over the difficulties in finding swimming pools 
in the area that were open and suggested co-ordinating public swim times. 
 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Hugill for his support of the last year and wished him a Merry 
Christmas. 
 
Complaint by a member of the public to the ICO 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50680859, made by a 
member of the public.  
 
The Parish Council has responded to the ICO regarding the case Ref FS50672279, made by the 
same member of the public. 
 
A discussion was held around the inordinate amount of effort incurred dealing with 
correspondences from a single ‘member of the public’. It is clear that the Parish Councils time 
and Money could be better utilised for the benefit of the whole Parish. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, have been circulated. 
 
The quiz night very successful. 
 
Annual village Hall trustee meeting upcoming, will contact trustees to arrange date. 
 
Correspondence 
An Email was received from former chair of Maunby, Newby Wiske and South Otterington 
Parish Council. 
 
A vote of no confidence taken by the Parish Council in respect of Hambleton District Council 
planning team.  This was as a result of the Parish Council not agreeing with a singular planning 
decision of Hambleton District Council’s Planning Committee on 9 November 2017. 
 
Any Other Business 
The Parish Council will receive a grant from HDC towards grass cutting into 2018. 
 
Councillor Macpherson discussed payment or gesture of thanks to Mr March’s son for cutting the 
hedges on the bridleway. Mr March said he did not wish to receive payment. 
 
Councillor Macpherson discussed the flooding on parson’s Back Lane, however this area is out 
of Potto Parish boundary. However, can be reported via Hambleton’s parish portal. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mrs Preston for the donation of the Christmas Tree to the village and the 
Chairman thanked Mrs Massingham for co-ordinating the delivery of the tree. 
 
The Chairman wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, he declared the 
meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 17 January 2018 at 7.00pm 


