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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 20 JANUARY 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin and 
County Councillor Mr T Swales. 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams, Councillor Mr C                         
CourtmanStock and District Councillor Mr D Hugill 
 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
 
Mr Hardy, Mr CourtmanStock, Mr Hempsey, Mr Macpherson, Mr Moore and Mr Hopper were                           
present to discuss Potto Beck and the footpath that runs parallel with the beck. 

There is a very large tree that had been blown down across the beck in the winter storms that                                     
is causing fields to flood and debris and water to back up in the beck. The tree is located at                                       
the bottom of Mr Hardcastle’s field; however the ground is currently saturated and would not                             
be a suitable route for removal of the tree.  

Erosion along the course of the river is getting progressively, and is threatening the footpath                             
route along the old railway line.  

The group requested that the Parish Council take a lead with the Environmental Agency to try                               
and rectify the issues before any more damage is done. The group suggested a volunteer                             
‘working party’ to remove some of the smaller debris and fallen trees along the route. 
The group suggested a few points, including:  

● A subcommittee, along the lines of when the Flood Alleviation system was set up.  
● Nominate voluntary contact for surface water problems, river, stell and flooding                     

problems. 
● Establish small village ‘working party’ to help with small work and also to do regular                             

stell inspections. 
● Discussed the ‘skill mill’ and the task force from Kirklevington Grange HMP, however                         

they had one objection when we tried to suggest this before, and therefore they did not                               
come. 

● Develop plan with the Environmental Agency to maintain the beck. 

Mr Macpherson asked about the council’s obligation if the beck washed the footpath away. 

Mr Hopper stated that the flood alleviation barrier worked this year, so far, and there has been                                 
no reports of flooding in the lowlying areas of the village. However reminded us all that stells                                 
need to be kept clear of debris and silt by all residents. Also discussed that there is a hidden                                     
watercourse junction under the road down the village which flows very slowly, discussed the                           
possibility of ‘rodding it’? 

Discussed the footpath/Bridleway to Swainby, and the possibility of getting road plainings laid                         
again. And also the state of the bridge at the end of the bridleway, which is currently waiting to                                     
be fixed. 

Mr CourtmanStock discussed with the council that he will be stepping down from his post as                               
Councillor, he stated he has enjoyed his time, however is unable to give his full dedication to                                 
the council at this time. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
 
The minutes of December’s meeting has been circulated, the minutes of meeting were                         
unanimously agreed and signed and agreed as a true record. 
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Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  
 
Report from PCSO Peter Lewis at Stokesley Police; 

● 10/01/16, there were reports of rope being tied around the back door of a house in the 
village while they were away. The police removed the rope. 

 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
 
15/02788/FUL – Proposed construction of amenity building for the gypsy site. 
 
No measurements have been given on plans, resembles the size of a small flat. Comments 
from Councillor Williams were read out in her absence, Discussions around the plan and the 
distinct lack of details given. There are also currently 3 caravans on the site, when there are 
only 2 allowed.  
 
The council recommended refusal on the basis there are no measurements so we do not know 
what we are being asked to approve. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
 

a) A member of the public’s FOIA complaint to the ICO, investigation is ongoing. 
Representatives of the Parish Council have arranged a meeting with the YLCA to 
discuss the issues. 
 

b) Footpaths – Work has not yet started on the Foot bridge over Potto beck 
 

c) The bus stop sign near Preston’s has rotted away and fallen over. The chairman has 
spoken to NYCC transport, and they will be replacing he sign with a metal one. 
 

d) IT Systems – Digital Transparency Fund – Our forms have been accepted and we 
have been granted £875 for WiFi in the village hall and a new laptop for use by the 
clerk. 
 

Planning Training 
 
Councillor Mr S Agar attended a planning training course at the end of 2015, he reported back 
to the council and stared that it was very useful.  
 
Councillor Agar will make a detailed presentation at the next meeting. 
 
Community Emergency Plan 
 
Hambleton District Council is promoting a the establishment of Community Emergency Plans 
to deal with a wide range of possible emergencies, an information pack has been produced 
and help is available, further details will obtained. 
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PPC Clerk 
 
The Parish Clerk has been subjected to a long running series of abusive and inappropriate 
emails from a member of the public, the Parish Council has a responsibility to protect its 
employees from such abuse. It was agreed that Councillors will deal with emails from this 
individual in future. 
 
Finance 
 

a) The proposed precept for 2016/17 was discussed, it was agreed not to increase the 
precept for the coming financial year, and the precept was unanimously agreed by 
councillors. 
The investigation of the Parish Council 2015/16 annual return initiated by a complaint 
from a member of the public in Potto has been estimated to cost around £1,500 which 
will have to come from Parish Council funds. 

b) A risk assessment has been circulated, to be discussed at next month’s meeting. 
c) Clerks Salary – ongoing, Councillor Griffin has taken advice and the clerk’s salary 

needs to be brought in line with the national average, and also the amount of hours the 
clerk works. 

d) Community Account  £ 5,616.02 
e) Business Account £ 3,006.02 

 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
 
County Councillor Mr T Swales currently has grant money left in the community grant ‘funds’                             
that each County Councillor has been given to allocate by the end of March 2016. Discussed                               
the possibility of working with the police to put up automatic car registration recognition                           
cameras in the area. Councillors think this would be a good idea. 
 
Is also hoping to get some road plainings for our bridleway, but may not be until Easter,                                 
Councillor Swales will provide a contact number for a potential source of plainings. 
 
Village Hall 
 
The Minutes of the Potto Village Hall meeting have been circulated to councillors. 
 
A PH Trustees meeting was held, as the village tall too over £25,000 last year. Account have                                 
to be audited before submission. 

 
Correspondents 
 

a) A number of emails have been received from a member of the public requesting the 
personal email addresses of the councillors. The Parish Council is unable to provide 
these as they are protected by the Data Protection Act. All correspondence are to be 
directed to email address: 
 
pottoparishcouncil@talktalk.net  
 

b) An email was received from a member of the public enquiring about if the 
Environmental Agency can enforce villagers cleaning their stell systems. 

 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:45 pm. 

mailto:pottoparishcouncil@talktalk.net


 
Councillor Agar will be absent from February’s Meeting. 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 17 February 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mrs V Williams 
and District Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr S Agar and County Councillor Mr T 
Swales 
 

Meeting Open to the Public 

Mr Moore and Mr Hopper were present to discuss the current situation with Potto Beck and 
the footpath that runs along the old railway line parallel with the beck. 

Mr Hopper discussed updates on home insurance quotes from companies, now the flood risk 
at the lower end of Potto has been reduced from High to Low risk. Councillor Williams said we 
can ‘challenge’ high quotes from companies, as they can be computer generated from 
historical statistics. 

Mr Hopper has sent an email with questions to Mr Nigel Darling and has received a response. 

The Environmental Agency is to put in place a 2 yearly maintenance programme for Potto 
beck, and will work with the land owner to clean anything away tree’s etc. that fall into the 
beck or obstructs it, however its policy is not to manage erosion of the river banks which 
together with the footpath is the responsibility of the land owners. Therefore, any fallen trees 
near the path are the land owner’s responsibility, If the footpath falls into the river, it is the land 
owner’s responsibility to re-route the path.  

District Councillor Hugill suggested we talked to Mr Ben Lamb from the River Trust and 
George Brown who is the footpath warden. 

 
Parish Council Meeting 
 
The minutes of January’s meeting has been circulated, the minutes of meeting were 
unanimously agreed and signed and agreed as a true record. 

 

Co-option of New Councillor 

Councillor Courtman-Stock is standing down due to personal circumstances, the statutory 
process is being followed and the position has been advertised on the village notice board, if 
no one comes forward to request an election the council can co-opt a new member. 

 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  
 
Report from PCSO Peter Lewis at Stokesley Police; 
 

 There has been no reported crime in Potto over the last month. 

 There was some suspicious activity reported around an unoccupied property  

 124 people were arrested for drunk driving over the festive period. 
 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
 
15/02802/FUL – Dressage ring – permission granted. 
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Planning Applications 
 
16/00125/FUL – Tilery Cottage (Preston’s Corner) Extension 
Comments from Councillor Mr S Agar read out, the application was recommended for approval 
with comments. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
 

a) Stells and Potto Beck – Walk along stells and Potto beck has been carried out with the 
Environmental Agency and two councillors. Notes currently been written up. 

 
The Parish Council has contacted the NYCC footpaths officer and has arranged to 
walk the footpaths adjacent to Potto Beck to discuss areas of concern. 
 

b) A member of the public’s complaint to Auditors – this investigation is on-going, the 
preliminary finding have been issued for comment by PFK Littlejohn, this was 
discussed in detail as costs have escalated. 

 
c) Footpaths – Work has not yet started on the Foot bridge over Potto beck. 

 

The Parish Council together with residents are exploring potential costs and sources of 

road plaining for use in maintaining the Bridleway to Swainby. 

 
d) The bus stop sign near Preston’s – a new metal one has been installed. 

 
e) IT Systems – Digital Transparency Fund – Our forms have been accepted and we 

have been granted £875 for WiFi in the village hall and a new laptop for use by the 
clerk. Agreed to spend funds. 
 

New Hambleton Local Plan 
 
Everyone has the option to comment on the plan via an online portal that should be completed 
by 19 February. 
 
Community Emergency Plan 
 
Hambleton District Council is promoting the establishment of Community Emergency Plans to 
deal with a wide range of possible emergencies, an information pack has been produced and 
help is available, further details will obtained. 
 
PPC Clerk 
 
The Parish Clerk has been subjected to a long running series of abusive and inappropriate 
emails from a member of the public; the Parish Council has a responsibility to protect its 
employees from such abuse. It was agreed that Councillors will deal with emails from this 
individual in future. 
 
Finance 
 

a) Clerks Salary – Chairman declared interest, therefore council was not quadrate for this 
agenda item, will be discussed at next month’s meeting. 

b) Community Account       £ 5,306.06 
c) Business Account  £ 3,006.02 
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Reports from County and District Councillors 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill discussed the new recycling wheelie bin that is currently being 
rolled out in the area, and were delivered to homes in Potto today. We can now recycle 
cardboard as well as a wide range of household waste.  
 
It has been proposed that there will be a £5 increase on Category D Council tax houses; this 
is very low compared to other local authorities such as Richmondshire. 
 
Village Hall 
 
The Minutes of the Potto Village Hall meeting have been circulated to councillors. 
 
Correspondents 
 

 Hambleton liaison meeting on 31 March. 

 The RAF will be carrying out exercises in the area therefore they will be increased air 
activity in the area. 

 Information about local councils getting more rights for planning applications. 
 

Any other business 
 
It has been noticed that there are currently 3 caravans on the gypsy site, and they only have 
permission for 2 – Hazel Robinson to be notified. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:15 pm. 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 16 March 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 16 MARCH 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs V Williams 
and District Councillor Mr D Hugill and Mr I Macpherson 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs E Griffin and County Councillor Mr T 
Swales 
 

Meeting open to the Public  
 

Mr Ian Macpherson was present  

 

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  
 
PCSO C Ballantyne from Stokesley Police was present, this agenda item was moved forwards 
to allow PCSO Ballantyne to give his report and continue with his duties. The report covered 
information from 17/02/2016 - 13/03/2016 and the following incidents have been reported; 
 

 Burglaries 
25/02/2016 - Commercial Burglary- Cash taken from inside premises.  
Investigation ongoing. 

 08/03/2016 - Overnight someone has attempted to break into a shed on Cooper Lane. 
Nothing stolen or entry gained. No lines of enquiry.  
 

 Suspicious Activity 
21/02/2016- Reports suspicious transit vehicle sighted on Black Horse Lane. Occupants 
were seen on land possibly poaching with dogs. Offenders were moved on by the reporting 
person. Vehicle observations were passed to officers. No further sightings of the vehicle 
reported.  

 07/03/2016 - Reports of suspicious vehicle on Cooper Lane possibly taking photographs of 
houses and stables. Unknown which direction vehicle left in. No further reports of the 
vehicle in the area.  

 
The chairman thanked PCSO Ballantyne for attending. 
The chairman also discussed ‘Potto Patter’ group on Facebook, which can be a good source of 
local information. 
 

Co-option of New Councillor 

Councillor Courtman-Stock has stood down due to personal circumstances, the statutory 
process has been followed and the position has been advertised on the village notice board 
since before February’s meeting, and there has been no response. 

 
Mr Ian Macpherson has indicated his wish to be considered for the vacant position, he has 
previously been on the Parish Council and is a very knowledgeable and an active member of 
the community. Mr Macpherson’s previous experience was discussed with the newer 
councillors, who have not worked with him previously.  

It was proposed to co-opt Mr Macpherson onto the Parish Council and it was unanimously 
agreed by the members of the Parish Council. 
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Parish Council Meeting 
 
The minutes of February’s meeting has been circulated, the minutes of meeting were 
unanimously agreed and signed and agreed as a true record. 

 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
 
15/02788/FUL – Proposed construction of amenity building for the gypsy site – Granted. 
Our comments have been taken on board and the building is to strictly be used as an amenity 
building, and not a dwelling. 
 
Planning Applications 
 
None. 
 
It was noted that the manager of the Dog & Gun was not aware of the planning application 
“15/01823/FUL – Construction of a house behind ‘The Old Orchard’ on Cooper Lane”.  
The owner of the pub lives in Yarm, and they might have received the planning application 
information, and not the people who live in the pub, however planning notices had been 
posted. It was reported that they were not aware of rights of access across the car park etc. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
 

a) Stells and Potto Beck – The trees and debris have been removed from Potto beck. 
Councillor Agar spoke to Mr Hopper and said the beck has been cleared well, but the 
remainder of the old willow tree looks dangerous, it was questioned whether it should 
be fully felled? It was noted that the Environment Agency wanted to leave the remains 
of the tree and timber that had been removed as wildlife habitat. The route of the 
footpath was also discussed and following reference to a map of the area it was noted 
that the footpath does not go past the tree. 
 

b) A member of the public’s complaint to the Auditors – this investigation is almost been 
completed by PFK Littlejohn and they have sent their initial findings out. 
 
The auditors received a 25 page document, regarding their 5 page audit finding report 
from a member of the public, this will increase the costs to Potto Parish Council which 
currently exceed £3,000.  

 
It was agreed to discuss the options for legal action with Gary Nelson at Hambleton 
District Council and Sheena Spence at YLCA. District Councillor Mr D Hugill will speak 
to Gary Nelson on our behalf. 

 
c) Footpaths – The footbridge on route to Swainby has been re-instated. They have put a 

large concrete block in to support the bridge; they have also concreted the bridleway 

slope into the beck. There are currently no spare funds available at the moment to 

widen the current bridge using the old Potto slack bridge, however the concrete block 

is wide enough, if funds are available in future. 

 

The Parish Council has sourced road plainings for use in maintaining the Bridleway to 

Swainby. £230 for 26 tons, It was proposed that 2 loads are purchased for use on the 

bridleway. Sourced from local supplier Mr J Barnfather. Mr Marsh has kindly agreed to 

store the plainings and provide equipment to spread them. 
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d) Information has been received from Mr Hopper, maps showing all the water courses 

and flood barriers in Potto, which is very interesting and useful and was provided to 

Councillors. 

 
e) IT Systems – Digital Transparency Fund – Our forms have been accepted and we 

have been granted £875 for WiFi in the village hall and a new IT equipment. 
 
Councillor Williams has sourced the equipment we require from local supplier Yarm 
Computers. They have quoted for all the equipment we require, however a laptop 
would have been too expensive. Discussed a tablet with attachable keyboard and 
mouse which will also have a 32 GB hard drive, Councillor Williams to follow up. 

 
Report from Planning Training 
 
Councillor Agar attended planning seminar in November. He will circulate slides to councillors. 
Councillor Agar briefly outlined the course and what to do when considering planning 
applications. Councillors discussed the new powers that will be passed onto local councils in 
the future. 
 
Community Emergency Plan 
 
Hambleton District Council is promoting the establishment of Community Emergency Plans to 
deal with a wide range of possible emergencies, an information pack has been produced and 
help is available, Councillor Wilde attended YLCA training at Hambleton branch meeting, and 
received the forms to get the emergency pack. Discuss at nest months meeting further. 
 
Finance 
 
a) Clerks Contract – Chairman declared interest, and left the room. Councillor Griffin has 

undertaken an extensive review of the Clerks contract of employment and this was 
discussed by Councillors. 
 
The Clerk had stood in on a temporary basis in September 2011, following the previous 
Clerk stepping down. The Clerk has provided strong support to the Parish Council in 
difficult circumstances throughout this time. The review covered all aspects of the role and 
has recommended the following; 
 

 New Job Description 

 New Contract of employment. 
 

It was unanimously agreed to adopt National Association of Local Councils recommended 
guidelines on pay scales for Clerks.  
 
Councillor Wilde returned.  
 

b) Outstanding P&P charges for YLCA – check paid 
 

c) Community Account       £ 5,300.06 
d) Business Account £ 3,006.39 

 
e) YLCA annual membership renewal £119.00 – Agreed, been very helpful this year. 
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Reports from County and District Councillors 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill discussed the new recycling wheelie bin scheme that is now 
rolled out in the area, and we can now recycle cardboard as well as a wide range of 
household waste. The scheme has cost of around £600,000, which is £200,000 lower than the 
projected costs. However it will enable HDC to be among the leading councils in the amount of 
domestic waste being recycled. 
 
The chief executive of HDC is retiring, and the organisation is to be restructured to reduce the 
number of executive positions and thereby reduce costs. 
 
Village Hall 
 
The Minutes of the Potto Village Hall meeting have been circulated to councillors. 
Abi Moore will be performing on Sat 19 March at 6:30pm at PVH. 
 
Correspondents 
 

 Hambleton liaison meeting on 31 March 7pm. 

 PPC has received a medal as a gift to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday, they are 
available to be purchased at a small fee. 

 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:30 pm. 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 20 April 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE ELECTORS 
OF POTTO HELD ON MONDAY, 20 APRIL 2016 AT 7.15 PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin, 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson and District Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mrs V Williams and County Councillor                         
Mr T Swales 
 

The minutes of last year’s meeting had been signed as a correct record on 20 April 2015. 
 
Matters Arising from the Minutes 
 
None. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  
 
Report from PCSO Peter Lewis at Stokesley Police; 
2 reports of suspicious activity reported to North Yorkshire Police. Both were sightings of 2 
separate cars on different dates driving slowly through the village looking at properties. No 
vehicle registrations were obtained, resulting in no leads to follow up. 
 
We urge all residents to keep buildings and outbuildings safe and secure at all times. 
PLEASE report any suspicious activity or vehicles to us on 101. 
 
Financial Statement 
 
A statement of accounts for the year ended 31 March 2016 was presented by the Financial 
Officer. The accounts were approved for forwarding to the internal auditor. 
 
Roger Briesley has kindly agreed to carry out the internal audit again this year. 
 
The annual return for the financial year 2014 / 2015 is still under review by the external                                 
auditors due to a complaint by a member of the public. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
 
The Chairman read out his annual report. A copy will be circulated to councillors and posted 
on the website. 
 
 Annual Reports from County and District Councillors 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill informed the council that due to the restructuring there are                             
now only 28 district councillors, when there used to be 44. He informed the council of the                                 
retirement of their Chief Executive, which will save Hambleton District Council a larger                         
amount of money as it is not planned to replace him, his role will be reallocated. 
 
Planning applications and how councils are changing was discussed and how Parish                       
Councils we will become more involved with them.  
 
District Councillor Hugill discussed the new recycling scheme which has now been fully                         
rolled out.  
 



District Councillor Hugill said that he is very impressed with the local villagers in Potto, and it                                 
is good to see that they are happy to help and get involved with projects throughout the                                 
village. 
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Village Hall 
 
The Village Hall Committee AGM will be held on 4th May 2015. 
 
 
Correspondence 
 
An email was received from a member of the public, this was discussed by Councillors and a                                 
response will be issued by the Parish Council. 
 
 
AGM CLOSED 7.45PM 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 20 APRIL 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
Mr Hardy was present to discuss the condition of the footpaths in the Parish. Councillor                             
Macpherson and Mr Hardy discussed using different surfaces, however it was noted that                         
surfaces such as domomite can be slippery when wet. It was noted that 40 tonnes of road                                 
plainings had already been delivered, Councillor Macpherson will follow up on this with Mr                           
Marsh.  

District Councillor Hugill noted that Hambleton will soon be announcing a ‘Making a                         
Difference’ Scheme with possible funding being available, the council has previously                     
discussed the possibility of erecting a gate or gates on the bridleway to ‘safely manage users                               
of the bridleway (motor cycles and horses). 

There will be a footpaths official from the NYCC visiting Potto to walk the old railway footpath                                 
and access its condition. Will be looking at different sections of the path that have been                               
discussed in previous meetings.  

 

Parish Council Meeting 
 
The minutes of March’s meeting had been circulated, the minutes of meeting were                         
unanimously agreed and signed and agreed as a true record. 

 

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  
 
Already discussed in AGM 
 
The chairman also discussed ‘Potto Patter’ group on Facebook, which can be a good source                             
of local information. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
 
None. 
 
Planning Applications 
 
None. 
 
The current planning application for houses at Hutton Rudby was discussed, Councillor Agar 
attended the meeting and there was a large turnout of Hutton Rudby members of the public 
at their Parish Council meeting. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
 
a) Stells and Potto Beck – Awaiting meeting with footpaths officer. 

 
b) A member of the public’s complaint to the Auditors – this investigation is near completion 

by PFK Littlejohn and they have sent out copies of their initial findings. 
 

c) Footpaths – Discussed during the AGM 
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d) IT Systems – Digital Transparency Fund  Councillor Williams has sourced the 

equipment we require from local supplier Yarm Computers. They have quoted for all the 
equipment we require, however a laptop would have been too expensive. Discussed a 
tablet with attachable keyboard and mouse which will also have a 32gb hard drive. 

 
e) Traveller site – 3 caravans have been on the site for some time now. Hazel Robinson 

has been informed and is looking into it. 
 
Finance 
 
a) Internal Audit – Mr Roger Brizley has the documentation for the internal audit, discussed 

Annual Governance Statement with councillors, went through each point individually and 
unanimously confirmed each point was responded to correctly. 
 

b) Community Account  £ 4,543.86 
c) Business Account £ 3,006.39 

 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
 
Discussed in AGM. 
 
Village Hall 
 
The Minutes of the Potto Village Hall meeting have been circulated to councillors. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
A second email was received from a member of the public regarding the Village Hall 
boundary, it was agreed to forward this to the Trustees and the Village Hall committee. 
 
A third email was received from the same member of the public regarding “a request to 
cancel an unlawful agreement” the email was discussed and a response will be issued by 
the Parish Council. 
 
It was noted that this member of the public was persisting in addressing correspondences to 
the clerk despite having been requested not to due to their inappropriate content. The Parish 
Council has a duty of care towards its employees and has to protect them from abuse in any 
form and will not condone behaviour of this nature towards its staff. 
 
Fracking in North Yorkshire, information received from a campaign to protect rural England.                         
Meeting at Borrowby Town Council on Friday 22 April at 7:30pm. 
 
Discussed community first responders, meeting at Stokesley Town hall 3:306:30. 
 
Discussed that Parsons Back Lane is in poor state of repair – put on next Agenda. Possibly                                 
take photos and have an inspection to provide a report for NYCC Highways. 
 
Discussed possibility of a brown tourist sign for the Dog & Gun, other pubs have them in the                                   
area. 



 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:25 pm. 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 18 May 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY, 18 MAY 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mrs E Griffin, 
Councillor Mrs V Williams and District Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr I Macpherson and County                       
Councillor Mr T Swales 
 

Election of Officials 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill stood in as chairman while the councillors made a unanimous 
decision to elect Councillor Mr A Wilde as the Chairman to Potto Parish Council for another 
year. A Vice Chairman will be appointed on a rota basis when required.  
 
The councillors made a unanimous decision to elect Miss J Wilde to be the Responsible 
Financial Officer for another year. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of April’s meeting and AGM had been circulated via email “Potto Parish Council                             
Minutes AGM April 2016”, the minutes of meeting were unanimously agreed and signed and                           
agreed as a true record.  

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  
The Police report from PCSO Peter Lewis at Stokesley Police had been circulated to 
Councillors; 
 
No incidents were reported for Potto within the last month. 
 
The chairman discussed ‘Potto Patter’ group on Facebook, which has proved to be a good                             
source of local information. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
15/01888/5106 – refused – had requested to change farm building into a dwelling. 
 
Planning Applications 
None. 
 
It has been noted that there are 4 caravans on the traveller site near Preston’s – we will 
contact Hazel Robinson and chase up email sent to her previously regarding the same issue. 
 
Councillor Agar discussed the issue of planning and the upcoming Hambleton development 
framework etc. the proposed planning development in Hutton Rudby’s was discussed and 
their approach to producing a Parish Plan. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Stells and Potto Beck – Awaiting meeting with footpaths officer. The chairman has tried 

to contact to see when the ‘walk around’ will be. 
 

b) A member of the public’s complaint to the Auditors – this investigation is near completion 
by PFK Littlejohn and they have sent out copies of their initial findings.  
 

c) Footpaths – Two further loads of road plainings have been ordered, Councillor 
Macpherson is coordinating the activities. Potto village hall are also wanting to 
resurface their car park, it may be possible to reuse the chippings on the paths. 
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d) IT Systems – Digital Transparency Fund  Councillor Williams has sourced the 

equipment we require from local supplier Yarm Computers, will be collecting the 
equipment this week. 

 
e) Parson’s Back Lane – the road surface is in a poor state, the councillors will have a walk 

along it next week and take photos to send to the council. 
 
Finance 
 
a) Internal Audit – Mr Roger Brizley has the documentation for the internal audit and will be 

finished shortly. 
b) Potto Pride – unanimously agreed to donate £30 to the group, who do a great job of 

making the village look beautiful. 
c) Grass Cutting – Andrew Hutchinson has agreed to cut our grass verges this year. 
d) VAT – Cheque received for VAT of £205.01 
e) Bank Accounts 

i. Community Account  £ 7,128.87 
ii. Business Account £ 3,006.39 

 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill discussed the ‘Making a Difference’ grant which will soon be 
available. 
   
David has been made Vice Chairman of Hambleton District Council – The Council 
congratulated him.  
 
David enquired about how the new recycling scheme was going in the village. We discussed 
the large communal bin at the end of the drive to Potto Grange and how the normal black 
household bins are now only half full as most waste can be recycled. 
 
Village Hall 
 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s AGM meeting has been circulated to councillors.  
 
Correspondence 
 
Audit of Village Services to be completed: Churches/pubs/schools/shops etc.  
 
Hambleton Branch Annual Meeting will be held on 22 June at 7pm in the Town Hall at                                 
Northallerton. 
 
Email received from a member of the public re: the hole in the hedge at Potto Village Hall.                                   
The email has been forwarded to the Trustees and Potto Village Hall Management                         
Committee. The owners of the field said the cubs, who use the village hall, can use the field.                                   
A substantial gate will be put up in the gap. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Councillor Mr S Agar gave his apologies for June’s meeting. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:30 pm. 



 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 15 June 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY, 15 JUNE 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mrs V 
Williams, County Councillor Mr T Swales and District Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
No members of the public present. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr I Macpherson and Councillor Mr S                           
Agar. 
 

Election of Officials 
Councillors made a unanimous decision to elect Miss J Wilde to be the Responsible Financial 
Officer for another year. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of May’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and were                           
unanimously agreed and signed and agreed as a true record.  

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  
The Police report from PCSO Peter Lewis at Stokesley Police had been circulated to 
Councillors; 
 
No incidents were reported for Potto within the last month. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None. 
 
Planning Applications 
None. 
 
It has been noted that there are 4 caravans on the traveller site near Preston’s – we will 
contact Hazel Robinson and chase up email sent to her previously regarding the same issue. 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 

a) Stells and Potto Beck – Following the chairman contacting to see when the ‘walk 
around’ will be. The response was that it is not in his diary for this year. 
 

b) Footpaths – Very overgrown throughout the parish, especially across Dawson’s field. 
will ask Mr CourtmanStock and Mr Hardy to strim for us. 
 
Councillor Macpherson has acquired two loads of road plainings for the bridleway, this 
was discussed and a team will be raised towards the end of the year to have them put 
down. 
 

c) Parson’s Back Lane – the road surface is in a poor state, the councillors have walked 
the road and have taken photos which have been sent to the council, however we have 
not heard back. County Councillor Swales gave the chairman a contact name to get it 
seen to, as there is also a lot of flytipping on the road which has been reported. 
 

d) A member of the public’s complaint to the Auditors – this investigation is near 
completion by PFK Littlejohn and they have sent out draft copies of their initial findings.  
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e) Grass cutting – Andrew Hutchinson has started cutting the grass verges, however had 
to stop due to torrential rain. the Parish council has been approached by Hambleton 
District Council to ask if we wanted funding again for this year. 
 

f) Risk assessment – All Councillors have a copy in their folder, discussed risk strategy 
for this year. Unanimously agreed and signed. 
 

g) IT Systems  
i. Councillor Williams purchased IT equipment, including a tablet, printer and                   

Microsoft office. The WiFi connection is still to be implemented. 
ii. Transparency code – publish items on website and make available to                     

public. The chairman read a list of items out which we need to publish on                             
the website and will speak to Mr Whitlock. 

 
Finance 
 

a) Internal Audit – Mr Roger Brisley has the documentation for the internal audit has been 
completed. 
 

b) Road Plainings Invoices from Mr Barnfather – 39 Ton £390 +VAT   and   26 Ton £260 
+ VAT. Unanimously agreed to pay. 
 

c) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account  £ 6,691.88 
ii. Business Account £ 3,006.76 

 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
 
County Councillor Mr T Swales discussed highways and public rights of way. Schools in the 
area are all doing well. 30 extra care homes are to be built. North Yorkshire Council is still 
unfortunately facing big job cuts. Discussed fracking in the area.  
 
Enquired about the Dog & Gun Pub, and registering it a community asset. Councillor Swales 
had a meeting about the registration plate recognition cameras, there is one mounted at Clack 
Lanes Ends and there are others in Osmotherley. All have the capability of storing 7 days’ 
worth of recordings; Councillor Swales is to discuss mounting one in Potto with Mr Mark 
Hardy. 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill discussed the fracking, he went to a meeting last week, and it is 
to be in the local development plan to show where the best potential sites may be. 
   
Councillor Hugill noted that he is aware of a pub on the Yorkshire Moors which is a community 
asset. He is attending a meeting about is tomorrow and will report back at the next Parish 
Meeting. 
 
Green Waste – There was an item reported in the Evening Gazette regarding charging for 
removal of green waste. Councillor Hugill said it is not statutory that the Council removes 
green waste and this decision was made due to cut backs in funding. This will not come into 
effect until 2017 and parishioners will be able to keep their green bins if they wish. Councillor 
Hugill has been to see the new recycling plant in Middlesbrough, and this is the main focus on 
recycling waste. 
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The possibility of a communal composting point or organic farms using green waste (grass 
clippings) to spread on fields. Discussed the ‘making a difference fund’ to possibly implement 
something in the future. 
 
 
Village Hall 
 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting has been circulated to councillors.  
 
Any Other Business 
 
Annual governance statement and accounting statement – councillors discussed all items, it                       
was unanimously agreed and signed by Chairman and Clerk. 
 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson and Councillor Mrs V Williams gave their apologies for July’s                           
meeting. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:05 pm. 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 20 July 2016 at 7.15pm 



831 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY, 17 AUGUST 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mrs V 
Williams, Councillor Mr I Macpherson, Councillor Mr S Agar and District Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
No members of the public present. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: County Councillor Mr T Swales 
 
July Parish Council Meeting 
Due to numerous councillors unable to make July’s meeting, the meeting was cancelled. 

The minutes of June’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and were 
unanimously agreed and signed as a true record.  
 

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  

The Police report from PCSO Peter Lewis at Stokesley Police had been circulated to 
Councillors; 
 
No incidents were reported for Potto within the last month. North Yorkshire Police are currently 
developing a new community messaging service, to replace the current ringmaster system.  
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None. 
 
Planning Applications 
Councillor Agar declared an interest in both applications and stepped outside while both 
applications were discussed. 
 

a) 16/01395 FUL – Extensions and alterations to existing bungalow. 
Discussed plans – Recommended approval. 
 

b) 16/01/041/FUL – Construction of detached dwelling. 
Site visit on Monday with Hambleton planning team. They discussed Potto being a 
‘linear village’ and outside a cluster – which are incorrect, the planning meeting at 
Hambleton is being held tomorrow. Recommended approval 

 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 

a) Stells and Potto Beck – The chairman followed up the contact in NYCC to see when 
the agreed ‘walk around’ will be, the response was that due to cuts it is not in his diary 
for this year. 
 

b) 2014 -15 Annual Return complaint by a member of the public, the Parish Council has 
received a copy of the Decision and Statement of Reasons document provided by PFK 
Littlejohn to the member of the public who registered objections against the 2014 – 15 
Annual Return. 
 
The Decision and Statement of Reasons document was discussed in detail, and it was 
concluded that the Parish Council will need to wait for the final documents from PFK 
Littlejohn to be issued before any further action can be taken. It was noted that the 
estimated costs relating to this complaint are currently in excess of £4000. 
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c) Footpaths – Councillor Macpherson has spoken to land owners and they have agreed 
to cut the overhanging hedges on the bridleway to Swainby after the 31st August (in 
line with the EU directive). It is hoped to re-surface the bridleway after the hedges have 
been cut. 
 
Discussed the broken part of the old finger sign in Potto, which used to say ‘Bridleway 
to Swainby’ Will contact villagers via the Facebook page ‘Potto Patter’ to enquire if 
anyone knows it’s whereabouts. 

 
Discussed the possibility of re-classifying the route from Potto to Swainby as a 
bridleway, it is currently classed as “a Lane maintainable by public expense” 
 
Discussed the need to maintain footpaths across fields, these can be done with weed 
killer and need maintaining as some are overgrown with crops and are difficult to 
follow. 
 
Mrs M Stones contacted the Parish Council previously regarding erecting a bench in 
her late husband’s memory. She has obtained permission to erect one on the gold hill 
loop road near to the end of the Bridleway.  

 
d) Parson’s Back Lane – Some work has been carried out on Parson’s Back Lane to help 

with the poor road surface that was there, however more needs to be done. 
 

It was noted that fly tipping on parsons back lane is increasing, and has been reported 
to HDC. 
 

e) IT Systems - The WiFi connection is still to be implemented in the village hall. 
 

f) Complaint regarding hole in fence at Potto Village Hall. A new gate has been erected 
that will be padlocked. 

 
 
Finance 
 

a) Internal Audit – 2015/16 return has been submitted on time. The statutory notices were 
placed on the notice board and an objection has been received from a member of the 
public. 
 

b) Aon insurance renewal £199.72, which includes cover for the wheelchair, annual 
Village BBQ and the fireworks, but must inform them before such events. Agreed 
 

c) Invoice received from Andrew Hutchinson for grass cutting. Agreed 
 

d) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account £ 5,609.88 
ii. Business Account £ 3,006.76 
 

Reports from County and District Councillors 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill discussed the ‘clustering’ of villages and how it effects the 
planning process. Currently Potto is clustered with Hutton Rudby rather than Swainby. It was 
noted that the facilities reflect the link, ‘Swainby & Potto School’, Swainby & Potto Church’ and 
how the village is only ¾ of a mile from Swainby when you use the bridleway. 
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It was reported that the Mount Grace Federation Schools Head Teacher is on long term sick 
leave, finances with the schools are an issue and Swainby School is currently only used three 
days a week, and children are bussed to Inglby Arncliffe for the other two days. One 
suggestion has been to use each school for ½ a year to reduce costs. 
 
The ‘Making a Difference’ grant closes next week. Discussed putting an application for funds 
to purchase more road plainings and to fix the broken sign in the village, if the part is not 
found. 
 
Village Hall 
 
No minutes have been received. Potto annual BBQ is on bank Holiday Sunday 28 August, 
tickets still available. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
It was noted that four caravans are still on the traveller site. It has been investigated by Hazel                  
Robinson, and they are not being lived in, they are being used as storage. This will be                 
followed up for an update from Hambleton Planning enforcement.  
 
It was noted that there used to be a sign at Potto Hall cross roads directing HGV traffic away                   
from the village. Discussed contacting Preston’s of Potto to request a replacement as some              
lorries have been coming through the village. 
 
Discussed the possibility of a brown ‘tourist sign’ for the Dog and Gun pub.  
 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson gave his apologies for September’s meeting. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:30 pm. 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 21 September 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mrs V 
Williams, Councillor Mr S Agar, District Councillor Mr D Hugill and County Councillor Mr T 
Swales. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
No members of the public present. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr I Macpherson 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of August’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and were 
unanimously agreed and signed and agreed as a true record.  
 

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  

The Police report from PCSO Peter Lewis at Stokesley Police had been circulated to 
Councillors; 
 
Reports of suspicious activity at the caravan park on Goulton Lane.  
 
It has been noted on the Facebook page ‘Potto Patter’ that there were cold callers in the 
village selling food boxes. Also noted an attempted theft of a quad bike from a farm. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 

a) 16/01/041/FUL – Construction of detached dwelling. DECLINED 
 

b) 16/01395 FUL – Extensions and alterations to existing bungalow. APPROVED 
 

Planning Applications 
None 
 

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Stells and Potto Beck – Following up with the NYCC footpaths officer. The annual Stell 

inspection will be carried out next month when vegetation has died back. 
 

b) Footpaths – Councillor Macpherson has spoken to land owners and they will cut the 
overhanging hedges within the next 2 weeks. The bridleway to Swainby will be 
re-surfaced after the hedges have been cut in October time. One of the parishioners has 
kindly agreed to lend his 360 to assist with the road plainings. 

 
The village hall carpark is to be resurfaced and the current spoil will be used to surface 
footpaths in the Parish. 
 
Discussed the broken part of the old sign in Potto, which used to say ‘Bridleway to 
Swainby’ No information was given regarding the whereabouts of the missing sign after 
enquiring on ‘Potto Patter’. 
 
Discussed a broken style which has now been reported to NYCC footpaths. 
 



Discussed the need to maintain footpaths across fields, these can be done with weed 
killer and need maintaining as some are overgrown with crops and you cannot use them 
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c) The Parish Council submitted a grant application to The ‘Making a Difference’ grant, to 
restore the broken sign in the village, which has significant ancient history (means we can 
have a market once a year) This has been declined as it was not available to Parish 
Councils.  
 
Discussed bleached road sign – This will be referred to highways to deal with. 
 

d) Parson’s Back Lane – Some work has been carried out on Parson’s Back Lane to help 
with the poor surface that was there.  
 

e) It was noted that four caravans are still on the traveller site. It has been investigated by 
Hazel Robinson, and they are not being lived in, they are being used as storage. 

 
Parish Plan 
The Potto Parish plan runs out end 2017, discussions were held around replacing it with a 
neighbourhood plan or village statement. It was noted that parishes Potto do not need to have 
a neighbourhood plan, also that parishes can develop join plans if appropriate. Discussed the 
pros and cons of it, as it would need a separate group to run with it. Mick Jewitt of HDC will be 
contacted to see if he would come to a PPC meeting to discuss.  
 
Training 
Councillor Griffin stated that all the training opportunities circulated by the YLCA are all in 
locations at the other end of the county, asked if there will be any local, are they circulated 
around the areas or can we request training locally.  County Councillor Swales stated that they 
tended to move courses around to cover the county. Sheena Spence at the YLCA will be 
contacted for a programme. 
 
Finance 
a) Annual request from Whorlton Parish Council for donation towards upkeep of old church 

yard. We have money in budget for this, it was unanimously agreed to donate £250.00, 
which is the same as previous years. 
 

b) Precept has to be in by December, the chairman circulated a draft copy to all councillors 
to review before a discussion next meeting. 
 

c) The chairman has spoken to our independent auditors PKF Littlejohn, the parish council 
has not received any further information from the auditors, but were copied into a final 
decision letter sent to the member of the public who made the complaint.  
 
Once the information has been received from the auditors, it will be published. 
 
It was noted that the Auditors had received a complaint about the 2015/16 Annual Return, 
from a member of the public before Potto Parish Council had submitted its Annual return 
to the auditors.  
 

d) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account £ 5,030.16 
ii. Business Account £ 3,007.13 
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Reports from County and District Councillors 
County Councillor Mr T Swales discussed the financial restraints impacting councils across the 
county and districts. He will be attending a highways meeting next week and will report on its 
outcome. Briefly discussed the current situation with primary schools in our area and Mount 
Grace Federation Schools, where the Head Teacher was on long term sick leave, and has 
now resigned and a new Head Teacher has been appointed. 
 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill has had a meeting with the chair of governors for the Mount 
Grace Federation Schools and discussed the numbers of children in the schools and 
federation and how the current situation can be improved. 
 
The square in front of the town hall in Northallerton will be made into the ‘Olympic Square’ to 
celebrate our local athletes who have competed in the Olympic games of the past years.  
 
There will be an annual charge of £35 for parishioner to have their green waste collected. 
Green bins will not be collected and returned of people do not want to take up this service. 

 
Northallerton’s police custody suite will be relocated to Harrogate, and police headquarters will 
be moved into the old DEFRA building in Northallerton. 
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting have been circulated. The Potto annual BBQ is 
was successful, despite the changeable weather. There are numerous events upcoming 
including a Christmas fair and the Potto Calendar Photo competition. 
 
Correspondence 

a) An email has been received from a member of the public, the Parish Council takes any 
correspondence of this nature extremely seriously, however, following extensive 
discussion, it was concluded that the contents of the email are unfounded. 

 
b) An email from a member of the public requesting to see the 2014/15 audit report which 

has not yet been received by PPC from independent auditors PKF Littlejohn. It will be 
published online when it is received. 

 
 
Any Other Business 
Councillor Mr S Agar attended a planning meeting at Hutton Rudby Village Hall, 
neighbourhood planning was discussed in depth. 
  
The current planning application for housing in Hutton Rudby has been withdrawn. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:45 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 19 October 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mrs V Williams, Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor              
Mr I Macpherson and District Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
No members of the public present. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) and County             
Councillor Mr T Swales 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Due to the Chairman’s absence, Councillor Mrs V Williams stood in as chairman. 
 
The minutes of September’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and were 
unanimously agreed and signed and agreed as a true record.  
 

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  

The Police report from PC Martin Willoughby at Stokesley Police had been circulated to 
Councillors; 
 
24/9/16 – Two nuisance calls made from unknown number to private dwellings in Potto. It is 
thought that the phone numbers of the reporting residents were taken from the local village 
hall. No further lines of enquiry. Words of advice passed to reporting parties. 
 
4/10/16 – Report of poachers on land at Trenholme Bar after lights seen. Officers attend but 
no sightings of vehicles. 
 
10/10/16 – Suspicious male collecting for Air Ambulance on Cooper Close. Air Ambulance 
spoken with and confirm collections in area. 
 
12/10/16 – At 14:15hrs suspect Subaru with partial VRM: SH54 seen crossing fields in 
Trenholme Bar area. No officers in area and no further sightings/reports. 
 
Stokesley Police are now on Facebook, Keep an eye open for regular updates in your area. 
 
Stokesley Police officers are going to attend 1 in 3 parish council meetings and will be 
contacting the clerk to discuss 2017 PPC meeting dates. 
 
Police and Crime Plan Consultation will be displayed in the village noticeboard. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 

None 
 

Planning Applications 
None 
 
Discussed areas highlighted for development in Potto under the Hambleton District Plan. It 
was noted that the current planning application for a large housing development in Hutton 
Rudby had been withdrawn. 
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Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Stells and Potto Beck – The annual Stell inspection will be carried out next month when 

vegetation has died back. 
 

b) Footpaths – The hedges have been cut back and the bridleway to Swainby will be 
re-surfaced 6 November. One of the parishioners has kindly agreed to lend his 360 to 
assist with the road plainings. A working group will be set up to re-surface the path. 

 
The village hall carpark is to be resurfaced and the current spoil will be used to surface 
footpaths in the Parish.  
 
Discussed residents fall due to a broken style which has now been reported to NYCC 
footpaths. 
 
A working group will be set up led by Councillor Macpherson to undertake an audit of 
public rights of way in the Parish. We will also get confirmation about who’s responsibility 
it is to maintain the styles, gates etc. to also look at access for people with dogs and 
horses. 
 

c) It was noted that 5 caravans were on the traveller site last week. Hazel Robinson has 
been contacted within the last few weeks, but we have had no response. District 
Councillor Hugill advised we contacted Mr Tim Wood, who is the Planning Enforcement 
Office from Hambleton District Council. 
 

d) The foundation has been laid for the bench on gold hill loop road. Discussed if we should 
get a bench for Mr Preston, or how to commemorate his passing. The chairman was to 
check previous correspondence with Mrs Preston to see her views. 

 
Parish Plan 
The Potto Parish plan runs out end 2017, discussions were held around replacing it with a 
neighbourhood plan or village statement. It was noted that parishes Potto do not need to have 
a neighbourhood plan, also that parishes can develop join plans if appropriate. Discussed the 
pros and cons of it, as it would need a separate group to run with it. Mick Jewitt of HDC will be 
contacted to see if he would come to a PPC meeting to discuss.  
 
Training 
Councillor Griffin requested a review of the defibrillator training. 
 
Finance 
a) Precept has to be in by December, the chairman circulated a draft copy to all councillors 

to review before a discussion next meeting. 
 

b) The chairman has spoken to our independent auditors PKF Littlejohn, the parish council 
has not received any further information from the auditors, but were copied into a final 
decision letter sent to the member of the public who made the complaint.  
 
Once the information has been received from the auditors, it will be published. 
 
It was noted that the Auditors had received a complaint about the 2015/16 Annual Return, 
from a member of the public before Potto Parish Council had submitted its Annual return 



to the auditors.  
 

c) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account £ 7,180.16 
ii. Business Account £ 3,007.13 
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Reports from County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill had to leave the meeting early due to him being required at 
another parish council meeting.  
 
Village Hall 
The minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting have been circulated. Potto Calendar Photo 
competition was very successful and the final 12 winning entries will now be sent off to be 
made into a calendar, which will be on sale mid-November. 1 man show this Friday. 
 
Correspondence 

a) Increased military flying activity information received from RAF. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:15 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 16 November 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mrs V Williams, 
Councillor Mr I Macpherson and District Councillor Mr D Hugill. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
No members of the public present. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Mr S Agar and County Councillor Mr T 
Swales 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of October’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and were 
unanimously agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch  
No Police report has been received this month.  
 
Mr M Hardy from the Neighbourhood Watch has agreed to attend Potto Parish Council 
meeting bi-monthly. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 

 
Planning Applications 
None 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Stells and Potto Beck – The annual Stell inspection will be carried out next month when 

vegetation has died back. 
 

b) Footpaths – We have contacted NYCC Highways to discuss the designation of the 
Unclassified public right of way to Swainby, Mr Steve Mason attended a site visit with 
Councillors Agar and Wilde. The Parish Council is endeavouring to find out the 
designation of the right of way, what who can use it and if NYCC were prepared to work in 
collaboration with the Parish Council to maintaining it. The possibility of applying for a 
road traffic order was discussed if needed, Mr Mason agreed to investigate the route and 
also will look if there are any grant funding available to us. 
 
A working group was set up to re-surface the bridleway and laid over 90 tons of road 
plainings on the path. We are awaiting an invoice for the hire of the heavy machinery 
needed. 2/3rd’s of the path has been completed and further work is planned. 
 
A huge thanks goes to everyone who helped on the day, Mr M Hardy for organising 
people and machinery and the ladies who kindly catered for all the hard workers, without 
you, projects like this would not be possible. 
 
The audit of the footpaths produces a very comprehensive report, which has been 
circulated to councillors. 100% of the footpaths in the parish has problems with them, from 
poor signage, to broken stiles. It was proposed to send the report to Mr Andrew Brown at 
NYCC Footpaths – agreed.  
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c) It was noted that 5 caravans were on the traveller site last week. Hazel Robinson has 
been contacted within the last few weeks, but we have had no response. District 
Councillor Hugill advised we contacted Mr Tim Wood, who is the Planning Enforcement 
Office from Hambleton District Council. 
 

d) Read out Hambleton Local Plan, discussed areas put forward as suitable land. HDC does 
not see them as fit. We can put objections/comments in on the website before 12th 
December. It was noted that people can register any land online; they do not necessarily 
have to own it. 
 

e) Defibrillator training, Councillor Macpherson will speak to the organising paramedic Patrick 
to see if he is available to give refresher training for villagers who are interested. 

 
Parish Plan 
Discuss in December’s meeting. 
 
Finance 
a) Invoice received from Mr A Hutchinson for cutting grass verges £180 – payment agreed. 

 
b) PPC received thanks from Whorlton PC for the donation towards the upkeep of the 

churchyard.  
 

c) Stokesley Library are requesting the Parish Councils include amounts in their precept for 
the running of the library, it was agreed in principle to contribute, however further 
investigation is required before we agree on an amount. 
 

d) The budget for the 2017/18 Precept was discussed in full, the overall budget was then 
discussed including the cost of the audit investigation and the request from Stokesley 
library. The clerk’s pension contribution was discussed, but it was noted that her salary is 
below lowest limit for PPC to contribute.  
 
It was proposed that the precept be set at £6,750.00 - unanimously agreed. 
 

e) The 2014/15 annual return report has been received back from PKF Littlejohn with an 
invoice for £5,365.12. The chairman read the full report and each point was discussed, it 
was agreed to respond to PKF Littlejohn regarding the items in the report.  
 
It was noted that the cost to the community of Potto from this complaint submitted by a 
member of the public was excessive, however Potto Parish Council is legally obliged to 
pay for any investigation such investigation. 
 
It was proposed to pay the invoice and unanimously agreed. 
 

f) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account       £ 7,180.16 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.13 
 

Reports from County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill reported on the community award scheme which you can put 
people forward for an award. 
 
Councillor Wilde brought up the proposed charging scheme for green bins, and noted that 
from HDC figures, if everyone paid the proposed fee, HDC would be making a profit of 40-
50% form the green waste collection scheme. District Councillor Hugill was asked why there 
was no public consultation on this matter, District Councillor Hugill informed the Parish Council 
that the District Council was not mandated to collect green waste and that budgetary restraints 
meant that steps had to be taken, HDC felt that the charges were appropriate for the service.  
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Village Hall 
We have not received the minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting.  
 
Potto Village calendars based on the photography competition are now on sale. 
 
Correspondence 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 

a) Email from a member of the public  
b) Email received from “What do they know .com”  
c) Phone call from a local farmer informing the Parish Council that the BBC will be filming 

using a drone on his land, possibly for Children in Need. 
 
Any Other Business 
There is a new cycle workshop and coffee shop on A172 in Swainby which will open in 2 
weeks’ time where the old petrol station was. 
 
The previous landlords of the Dog & Gun have left and the owners are expected to appoint a 
new manager soon. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:25 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 21 December 2016 at 7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 21 DECEMBER 2016 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman), Councillor Mrs E Griffin, Councillor Mrs V 
Williams, Councillor Mr S Agar, Councillor Mr I Macpherson and District Councillor Mr D 
Hugill. 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
Mrs Young and Mrs Hardy were present to discuss the planning application 16/02573/FUL. 
They gave apologies for Mr Wray and Mr & Mrs Hempsey who wanted to attend but were 
unable to make the meeting. 
 
Mrs Young had submitted an objection document to the council, she summarised her key 
points to the council, including: that the existing barn stands in open countryside and that it is 
an agricultural building, on agricultural land which is appropriate in its setting and that it would 
be inappropriate to turn into semi-detached dwellings. The existing barn has a planning 
requirement to provide screening using trees which are now over 40ft high and may have 
compromised the buildings foundation. Mrs Young stated that Potto is a small village with 
narrow roads and referred to sections of the current Parish Plan. 
 
Mrs Hardy agreed with the points highlighted in the report, stating that she is not against 
development in the villages, but pointed out that this is an agricultural building. 
 
The councillor thanked Mrs Young for the very comprehensive document that she sent to us. 
Councillor Agar discussed slight interim changes to the policy guidance over the years. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Apologies for absence were received from: County Councillor Mr T Swales 
 
The minutes of November’s meeting have been circulated via email to councillors and were 
unanimously agreed and signed and agreed as a true record. 
 
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch 
The Police report from PC Martin Willoughby at Stokesley Police had been circulated to 
Councillors; 
 
There were no items to report, however Councillor discussed that issue of double parking 
around the junction of Black Horse Lane and Cooper in Potto has recently caused an 
obstruction to access to the village. It was noted that it is a traffic offence to park within 20 
meters of a junction, this will be discussed further with a PCSO when they are next in 
attendance. 
 
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Councils 
None 
 
Planning Applications 
16/02573/FUL - Councillor Wilde and Councillor Agar declared an interest as their properties 
are on the boundary of the proposed site. 
 
Detailed discussions were held on the contents of Mrs Young’s comprehensive document and 
changes to interim planning policy. Councillors queried how this development could be built 
without demolishing the existing building completely first. The following points were 
highlighted; 
 

- The application has been recommended for refusal on safety grounds by NYCC 
Highways due to poor sight lines at the junction of the private access lane with Cooper 
Lane. 
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- It was noted that although there have been recent relaxations in planning restrictions in 
village, this proposal did not satisfy the criteria required by Interim Policy Guidance 
2015. 

- The design of the development is not compatible with the built form and character of 
the village. 
 

The council unanimously agreed to recommend refusal of this application. 
 
 
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting 
a) Stells and Potto Beck – The annual Stell inspection was carried out by Councillor Wilde 

and Macpherson, a report was presented which noted that the stells are flowing well in 
residential areas. 

 
b) Footpaths – The audit of the footpaths produced a very comprehensive report, which has 

been circulated to councillors. 100% of the footpaths in the parish has problems with 
them, from poor signage, to broken stiles.  

 

The report was sent to NYCC and Mr Andrew Brown met with Councillor Wilde and 
Macpherson to discuss the report and went through each point determining whose 
responsibility it was for each item i.e. land owners, NYCC, etc. NYCC recommended the 
replacement of stiles with galvanised gates. NYCC are happy to supply the gates as long 
as we can get a working party together to install them. PPC have contacted the land 
owners and they are happy for us to do this, however we will wait until better weather in 
the new year to start the work. Overall a very positive meeting with Mr Andrew Brown 
from NYCC. 
 

c) We have contacted Mr Steve Mason at NYCC Highways to discuss the designation of the 
Unclassified public right of way to Swainby, Mr Steve Mason attended a site visit with 
Councillors Agar and Wilde. He is looking into getting a road traffic regulation order in the 
new year and also will look if there are any grant funding available to us to maintain the 
surface. 
 

d) District Councillor Mr D Hugill contacted Hazel Robinson, who visits the site fortnightly. 
One caravan is filled with clothes awaiting the amenity block to be completed to move 
them into there. Councillors asked why they are putting clothes into a toilet block or 
stable? He will contact Hazel again in the new year to check on progress.   
 

e) Defibrillator training, Councillor Macpherson will speak to the organising paramedic Patrick 
to see if he is available to give refresher training for villagers who are interested. 
 

f) Newsletter – A draft was presented and circulated to Councillors, Councillor Agar is to 
develop an article about the calendars/photo competition. A note about consultation on the 
village plan will also be included, it is hoped to deliver it to homes before Christmas.   
 

Parish Plan 
Hambleton local plan consultation out, sent email to HDC to ask how PPC can comment on 
the plan. If we’re happy with the emerging Hambleton plan, then we would adopt that rather 
than having a new parish plan. Discussed having a consultation with villagers and inviting 
Hambleton to present in the New Year when we know more.  
 
Parish Council meeting Time 
Councillor Macpherson proposed a new start time for Parish Council meetings of 7.00pm, 
instead of 7:15pm, which was unanimously agreed. Clerk to update notice board and request 
Website is updated.  
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Finance 
a) The budget for the 2017/18 Precept was discussed in November’s meeting, we are 

awaiting confirmation of the precept from HDC in the New Year.  
 

b) PPC submitted its comments on the 2014/15 annual return report to the auditors PKF 
Littlejohn.  
 
The report stated that “except for the matters reported, on their review of the annual 
return, in the opinion of PKF Littlejohn the information in the annual return is in 
accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to their attention giving any 
cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have been met.” 
It was agreed to develop an action plan to address the points noted in the report. Each 
point was discussed and it was noted that, most of the points had already been 
addressed, the action plan will be developed for approval based on the discussions. 
 
The annual report has been displayed on the village notice board from the required 
period. 

 
c) The 2014/15 annual return, it is hoped that the annual return report will be completed by 

PKF Littlejohn in the New Year. 
 

d) Invoice from Mr Barnfather for road plainings £ 156.00 – Agreed to pay 
 

e) Invoice from U-Hire for use of equipment to lay road plainings £ 382.73 - Agreed to pay 
 

f) Invoice from Chairman for new set of toner to print the Newsletter etc £43.95 - Agreed to 
pay 
 

g) Bank Accounts 
i. Community Account       £ 6,764.16 
ii. Business Account  £ 3,007.50 
 

The grass cutting grant for 2016/17 has not been received by PPC yet, we have contacted 
HDC several times and heard nothing in return. Mr Steve Mason was contacted and he 
resolved the issue we will receive a grant of £96.40 – they apologised for the delay. 
 
Reports from County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Mr D Hugill reported on local libraries, who need funding. They have asked 
for 100% tax relief but other businesses say this is unfair and this request had been turned 
down for Great Ayton library. 
 
Village Hall 
We have not received the minutes of Potto Village Hall’s meeting, will forward when received. 
 
A Chinese New Year themed dinner will be held at the village hall on 28 January.  
 
Potto Village calendars based on the photography competition are now on sale. 
 
Correspondence 
The following correspondences were discussed and actioned; 
 

a) Email from a member of the public asking for copies of the complaint made by another 
member of the public, these are available to view on request. 
  

b) Email received from a member of public via “What do they know .com” asking for copies 
of PKF Littlejohns “Statement of Reason, which was sent to a member of the public, and 
copied to the Parish Council. 
 



846 
 
 
It was brought to our attention that releasing any information relating to the audit may 

constitute a breach of Section 49 of the Audit Commission Act 1998, and the member of 

the public was informed. 

 

The member of the public requested an internal review, which it was agreed would be 

held at the January meeting. 

 

We will endeavour to confirm if the FOIA supersedes the Audit Commission act 1998  
 

c) A number of emails were received from a member of the public,  
I. Clerks Responsibilities 
II. Freedom of Information Request – re Auditors Invoice   

III. Freedom of Information Request – re Auditors Invoice appendices 
IV. Consent to Disclose Data 
V. Freedom of Information Request – re Financial Regulations  
VI. Freedom of Information Request – re 2014/15 Annual Return 

VII. Freedom of Information Request – re Correspondences with Auditor 
 
Each correspondence was discussed and responses actioned as appropriate.  

 
Any Other Business 
Letter from YLCA, announcing that next year’s fees will be £105.00, which is around the same 
as last year – agreed 
 
 
The Chairman thanked the councillors for another year of hard work and wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. He declared the meeting closed at 8:45 pm. 
 
 

Next month’s meeting date Wednesday 18 January 2017 at 7.00pm 


