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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY, 17 JANUARY 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors Mrs E Griffin, Messrs N Walters and G
Woodhouse
5 members of the public
Meeting open to the public
Mr Hopper said the deadline for the defra consultation document on Future Funding of Flood and Coastal
Erosion Risk Management in England is 16 February. The Environment Agency is trying to digest the
document. It is a much bigger national picture with a lot of organisations working together. We do not
know how it is funded. Mr Hopper thought responses should be through the Parish Council but he did
not know whether the response could be in a positive way. He thought a working group was needed. The
Chairman volunteered his help and said if you respond to the consultation you will be kept in the loop.
Mr Moore said he had been through the funding part of the document. The Chairman asked what the
Environment Agency response was and was told that the bit of money they get is shared across various
projects. The Government want more organisations to share in the money but it does say that other
organisations might be able to contribute. Mr Hopper thought the response to PRAG from the District
Council had been poor. It seems they are looking for the Environment Agency to lead them. It was noted
that Mark Young is the County Council Flood Officer. Mr Moore said they would appreciate any pressure
that could be brought to bear on the District Council. They have expressed a desire to be involved and
have offered some minor things to contribute and it would be useful to know if these are still going ahead.
PRAG would appreciate any means to get some further dialogue going. Mr Hopper suggested a meeting
with a small group of people to look at the document and see if we have enough information to respond.
Mr Hopper said the second pump has been installed and PRAG are convinced that Northumbrian Water is
going to deliver. The beck has been cleaned out.
The Chairman closed the meeting to the public.
1. Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales and District Councillor
Mrs B Fortune.
2. The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after being
agreed as a correct record.
3. Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch. The December statistics from NY Police had been
received and forwarded to Councillors. The total statistics and road traffic accidents were down by
about a half from last year. Councillor Woodhouse said Mr Roy, Co-ordinator for Hambleton North
Neighbourhood Watch Team would like to consider hiring the Village Hall for a meeting in April.
4. Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council
a. Construction of orangery to existing dwelling at Thornhill Farm, Black Horse Lane for Mr Dawson.
10/02710/FUL. Approved, subject to conditions.
5. Planning Applications None.
6. Matters Arising from last month’s meeting
a. Footpaths and Green Lane. The Council had written to two residents about their hedges bordering the
green lane and had received an e mail from one stating that his hedges are trimmed back and inspected
daily.
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b. Environmental Projects in Potto. The Council agreed that the County Council Flood Co-ordinator
should be contacted to make sure he understands there are issues in Potto and that he is welcome to
come to a Parish Council meeting. The Chairman said he would download the defra document, copy it
to everyone and arrange a meeting. Councillor Walters proposed that at least one Councillor should be
present and that the group can submit a response on behalf of the Council as the deadline is before the
next Parish Council meeting. This was agreed unanimously.
c. Parish Plan – Progress Report. Councillor Woodhouse had produced a report and all Councillors had
a copy. He suggested that Mr Cann from the District Council be asked about the proposed changes to
the planning system, whereby neighbours of planning applications would be informed by e mail, had
not happened. Councillor Griffin said there are changes proposed by the new Government. Actions
will be on the Council’s agenda.
7. Finance
The Clerk gave a copy of the budget for the year April 2011 to March 2012 to Councillors. The balances
in the Council’s accounts are as follows:
Community Account
Business Saver Account

£2,078.28 (10 December 2010)
£1,699.81 (9 December 2010)

8. Reports from County and District Councillors. None present.
9. Village Hall
Minutes of a joint meeting with the Swainbees held on 8 December 2010 had been received and forwarded
to Councillors. There is a Management Committee meeting tonight. Councillor Woodhouse queried
whether the Committee had thought about a room divider so that the whole room does not have to be
heated. The Chairman said there was a burst pipe in the New Year which flooded the hall.
10. Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall
An e mail had been received from the YLCA at the end of November giving more views of the NALC
solicitor. Councillor Woodhouse said he had spoken to 1 or 2 estate agencies which specialise in land. He
spoke to an expert in how to buy and sell land and who has considerable expertise in adverse possession.
In the expert’s opinion it was quite likely because of a change in the law in 2002 that it has become
more difficult to obtain adverse possession and it is going to get a lot tighter very shortly. Katharine
Baker, a solicitor, is an expert in adverse possession. Councillor Woodhouse read out an e mail he had
received from her. He thought the Council should consider her offer to act for the Council. Councillor
Walters said there was an alternative in that the Council do not go after ownership of the road but have a
community project and raise some charitable funding. In order to claim possession you have to prove you
have the means to prevent people from crossing it. Councillor Griffin was concerned that one resident
would benefit the most. The Chairman said the concern is that we would need to do a risk assessment on
owning the road by adverse possession. Councillor Woodhouse said the Council agreed some time ago
that if the Parish Council got legal title and obtain grants, Village Farm owner would probably give the
money, the Council would transfer the title to him. The Chairman suggested that a meeting with residents
concerned was necessary and this was agreed. It was also agreed to write to the solicitor asking about her
record of success in difficult cases as the Council would be spending public money.
11. Correspondence
a. E mail from Rush Crossley asking about bringing gas to Potto. The Council agreed to write to
Northern Gas Networks. There is also the possibility of calor gas.
b. E mail from Hambleton District Council on the LDF Adoption of Allocations Development Plan
document (DPD). Forwarded to Councillors.
c. Information from NYCC on North Yorkshire and York waste pfi. Circulate to Councillors.
d. E mail from the Journal of Local Planning on the Government’s Localism Bill. Forwarded to
Councillors.
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e. Brochure from the Royal British Legion on celebrating the Great Poppy Party weekend. Circulate to
Councillors.
f. E mail from Self Direct Support – Putting People First. Issue 7. Forwarded to Councillors.
g. Community News from Hambleton Local Development Agencies. Circulate to Councillors.
h. Rural News Digest for 4 January e mailed from Rural Services Network. Forwarded to Councillors.
i. Details of the Cobra Scheme for recycling long life lamps received by e mail and forwarded to
Councillors.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY, 21 FEBRUARY 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE
HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors Messrs N Walters and G
Woodhouse
1 member of the public
Meeting open to the public. No comments.
1. Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales, District
Councillor Mrs B Fortune and Councillor Mrs E Griffin.
2. The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman
after being agreed as a correct record. Councillor Woodhouse raised a query under item
10 Unclassified Road leading to the Village Hall saying he did not think to claim adverse
possession you have to prove you have the means to prevent people crossing it.
3. Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch. The crime statistics for January had been
received from NY Police and forwarded to Councillors.
4. Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council. None.
5. Planning Applications
a. Proposed alterations and extensions to 16, 18 and 20 Cooper Lane for Mr M Whitfield.
11/00252/FUL. Councillor Woodhouse queried whether he had to declare an interest as a
neighbour and it was agreed not. He queried whether the right of access will remain open.
The Chairman allowed Mr Whitfield to reply. Mr Whitfield said there was no point in asking
for the access to be moved until planning permission was received. The Council agreed to
respond with No Observations.
6. Matters Arising from last month’s meeting
a. Footpaths and Green Lane. The Chairman reported on a telephone call from a resident in
response to the Council’s letter about trimming of hedges in the green lane. The Chairman
had been to meet him and the hedge has been well cut back. A thank you letter will be sent.
A portion of the hedge belongs to another resident. It was noted that application can be made
to downgrade from a green lane to a bridleway. It was agreed to keep this in mind.
b. Consultation document on Future Funding of Flood & Coastal Erosion Risk Management.
The Chairman had downloaded the document and the online questionnaire had been
completed.
c. Heating Oil Costs. An e mail had been received from Northern Gas Networks advising that
they do not have any plans to extend their system other than by customer funded schemes.
The budget indicative cost for laying these mains is £485,000. An individual mains
contribution of £8,818 would be required. This information will be put to the village in the
next newsletter. Councillors had read about the alleged monopoly of oil firms in the area
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which had been referred to the Office of Fair Trading. The local community could create
a
local
co-operative to buy oil and the Council had received an e mail from the District Council about
community oil co-operatives. The Clerk will ask whether there was any further information.
Residents could also use calor gas and the Chairman said the company will install a tank but it
has to be leased.
7. Grass Cutting
It was agreed to ask the same two contractors as last year to quote for the grass cutting for the
coming season.
8. Finance
The invoice for the cost of a printer cartridge at £14.75 was agreed for payment. The balances in
the Council’s accounts are as follows:
Community Account
Business Saver Account

£1,612.53 (10 February 2011)
£1,699.81 (9 December 2010)

9. Reports from County and District Councillors. None present.
10. Village Hall
The Village Hall Committee and Pride in Potto have circulated a questionnaire to residents
asking what sort of event they would like to celebrate the royal wedding in April. The minutes
of the meeting held on 17 January had been circulated to Councillors.
11. Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall
The Clerk had prepared a draft agenda for the meeting on the 28 February with residents and
the Village Hall Committee. This was agreed. The Village Hall Chairman had sent copies of
correspondence during attempts in 2005 to get agreement on the road. A letter received from our
insurance company in December 2009 will be re-sent to Councillors.
12. Parish Plan Actions
Action 4 concerning the production of a Village Design Statement will be left until after the
elections in May. The Chairman will check whether Action 5 about access to facilities has
been in a newsletter. Councillor Walters said there may be grant funding available if people are
interested. It was agreed that an item could be put in the newsletter to gauge interest. If there
are no responses the action can be closed. Action 20 was to improve the surface of the Village
Hall car park. The Village Hall Committee was looking at resurfacing that part of the car park
not used for a play area. Action 23 to improve the Village Hall facilities was nearly complete.
Action 24 was to increase the awareness of neighbours to planning applications. Mr Cann from
the District Council had mentioned earlier that a system whereby people registering interest
would receive an e mail if any planning application was received in their area. The Clerk will
ask about progress on this system.
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13. Correspondence
a. A consultation on library proposals was received from NYCC. The questionnaire was filled
in at the meeting.
b. Circular from Hambleton District Council on the Standards Committee appointment of a
Parish Council representative. Three names from the list of candidates were chosen and the
voting paper will be returned.
c. White Rose Update from YLCA and the Training and Development programme for 2011.
Advice Note 28 – The Association’s Advisory Service and Advice Note 25 – Elections 2011
were also received and all information will be circulated to Councillors.
d. Agenda for meeting on 23 February on Broadband across Stokesley and the surrounding
villages was received from Mr P Cole, Hambleton District Council. The Chairman and
Councillor Walters hoped to attend.
e. E mail from L Hayden, NYCC giving information on the North Yorkshire Reward Grant
fund. Forwarded to Councillors.
f. E mail from Rural Yorkshire on Rural Community Buildings Training which will take place
at Kildale on 28 March. Forwarded to Councillors. This will be of interest to the Village
Hall Committee.
g. E mail from Amanda Madden, Rural Housing Enabler on the North Yorkshire Strategic
Housing Market Assessment. A questionnaire had been circulated around the County.
h. Agenda for the Hambleton Branch meeting of the YLCA to be held on 16 March in
Northallerton and minutes of meeting held on 13 October 2010. Circulate to Councillors.
i. An update from Steve Shaw on the Sustainable Communities Act received by e mail and
forwarded to Councillors.
j. Rural Matters received by e mail from YLCA and forwarded to Councillors.
k. Rural News Digest for 18 & 25 January, 1, 7 & 14 February and Parish News received
by e mail from Rural Services Network and forwarded to Councillors. E mail from Rural
Services Network publicizing their Rural Services on line.
l. Country Air magazine from Rural Action Yorkshire. Circulate to Councillors.
m. Copy of Parish Charter received from NYCC. Circulate to Councillors.
n. E mail from Hambleton District Council on the Green Neighbourhood challenge. The
Chairman will pass on the information to the Village Hall Committee.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.20 pm
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD
ON MONDAY, 21 MARCH AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr G Woodhouse (Chairman) Councillors Mrs E Griffin and Mr N Walters.
Meeting Open to the Public. None present.
1.

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales, District Councillor Mrs B
Fortune and Councillor Mr A Wilde.

2.

The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after being
agreed as a correct record.

3.

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch. The statistics for February had been received from NY
Police. Potto is in the figures covering Rudby Ward which includes 7 other villages so it is difficult to
work out the crime situation in Potto.

4.

Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council. None.

5.

Planning Applications

An e mail had been received from Mr M Cann about the new public access system for planning applications.
It was agreed to carry this matter over to next month’s meeting.
6.

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting

a. Footpaths and Green Lane. The Chairman said he would like to have every footpath in the parish as part
of the footpath walks and would also like it recorded that we have walked them every year.
b. Developments in Broadband. Councillor Walters reported on the meeting he had attended in Stokesley
last month. He explained how the scheme will be implemented and e mails from Councillor Walters and Mr
Whitlock had been circulated. Councillor Walters had given the Expression of Interest forms to Mr Whitlock
and he will collect expressions of interest from Potto. Swainby had already collected 50 or more signatures
which means they already have a mandate. It was agreed that an item should go in the newsletter to raise
awareness. The Chairman said he would ask Mr Whitlock to put down a few words. The apparatus will be
sited on a farm on Whorl Hill.
c. Bringing Gas to Potto. The minutes of the Stokesley and Villages Community Regeneration Group dated 9
February had an item concerning reducing the cost of fuel and oil co-operatives. The minutes will be
circulated to Councillors.
d. Grass Cutting. No response had been received from either contractor yet.
7.

Elections

A supply of nomination papers will be available from Councillor Wilde and a notice to this effect will be
placed in the notice board along with a booklet entitled “Becoming a District Councillor”.
8.

Annual Parish Meeting for Electors

It was agreed that this will be held on Monday, 18 April at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall followed by the
monthly Parish Council meeting.
9. Finance
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The Clerk’s ¼ salary plus ¼ travel of £151.25 was agreed for payment. The balances in the Council’s
accounts are as follows:
Community Account
Business Saver Account

£1,597.78 (10 March 2011)
£1,699.81 (9 December 2010)

10.

Reports from County and District Councillors. None present.

11.

Village Hall

The minutes of the meeting held on 1 March had been received by e mail and forwarded to Councillors.
12.

Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall.

The notes of the meeting held on 28 February were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
An e mail had been received from YLCA concerning the Council spending funds on the lane which is thought
to be ownerless. Councillor Mrs Griffin was glad to see that YLCA highlighted the points she was concerned
about (Sections 3 and 4) and said the Council must keep these in mind before we commit to spend money in
the future. She would not like the Parish Council to commit to long term big spending unless we had gone
through the finances. Councillor Woodhouse said there is a direct benefit for a few but also an overall benefit
to people who use the Village Hall. Councillor Griffin was worried that any commitment would be
open-ended. Councillor Walters said the response from the Parish Plan was the reason the Parish Council
became involved. The majority of residents want something done about it. Councillor Griffin queried whether
they would want the Council to spend their money on it. Paragraph 3 in the e mail says we should approach
with care the spending of Council money on repairs to the lane for the benefit of the Village Hall. The Council
can use its powers to do so. Paragraph 4 points out the likelihood that it is benefiting some on a
disproportionate scale. Councillor Woodhouse thought the e mail was a mandate to carry on with due care
and attention. He reported on a meeting held by Mr Davison with interested parties. There was a good
attendance. The residents of the lane are keen to get something done even if it is minor repairs in the short
term. Each resident is contributing a sum towards the cost of hiring machinery and to buy road planings to be
put down after the top has been scooped off. Mr Davison thought the cost of a big job could be up to
£20,000. This would not be considered until after the building work on the cottages has been completed.
Councillor Woodhouse had obtained a quote and the contractor was willing to come and talk to the Council.
Councillor Woodhouse had also provided a funding breakdown for discussion. If we are going to spend
Council money we have to follow standing orders and obtain 3 quotations. Councillor Walters had e mailed
Mr Cole of the District Council to ask about grant funding but unfortunately the chances of the Parish Council
obtaining funding are slim. The District Council would assist the Village Hall to apply and it was agreed that
Councillor Walters will speak to Mr Harper about this. The Council also agreed to get further quotes for the
work and the Clerk will ask Highways Area Office at Thirsk for names of approved contractors. The Clerk
will also ask YLCA for advice about payment from several sources to the Parish Council and whether VAT
repayment can be claimed in that situation. Councillor Woodhouse said the descendants of E B Richardson
may have legal ownership of the lane and this will be checked.
13.

Parish Plan Actions

Action 28 was about increasing the membership of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme. It was agreed to ask
Councillor Wilde to put an item in the next newsletter about the appointment of Wardens for Neighbourhood
Watch and ask for volunteers.
14.

Correspondence
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a.

b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

Information from YLCA on a HMRC briefing on correct tax and national insurance contributions
treatment of Parish Clerks. Forwarded to Councillors by e mail. The Clerk said the District Councillor
Mrs Fortune was asking the District Council if they would act as payroll agents for the Parish Council.
E mail from YLCA giving guidance on registering as an employer with HMRC for PAYE. Forwarded to
Councillors.
Hambleton District Council has adopted the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Supplementary Planning
document. Circulate to Councillors.
E mail from YLCA offering copies of the Good Councillor Guide. It was agreed to buy 6.
E mail from YLCA on Training in Village Halls/Community Buildings matters to be held at Kildale on 28
March by Rural Action Yorkshire. Forwarded to Councillors.
Rural News Digest for 7 & 14 March received by e mail from Rural Services Network and forwarded to
Councillors.
E mail from Robert Mullen about the proposed 295 housing development at Dixons Bank, Nunthorpe.
Councillors could reply with their own personal comments.
Clerks & Councils Direct magazine. Circulate to Councillors.
Letter from CE Electric about a consultation event to be held in Gateshead on 31 March to help establish
the future of electricity distribution across the region.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD
ON MONDAY, 18 APRIL 2011 IN THE VILLAGE HALL FOLLOWING THE
ANNUAL MEETING OF ELECTORS
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors Mrs E Griffin, Messrs N Walters and G Woodhouse
County Councillor Mr T Swales
District Councillor Mrs B Fortune
Meeting open to the Public. None present.
1.

An apology for absence was received from District Councillor Mr S Dickins.

2.

The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after being agreed
as a correct record.

3.

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch. The crime statistics for March had been received from NY
Police and forwarded to Councillors. The Chairman had put together the statistics for 2010/2011 and there
had been an increase in crimes. County Councillor Mr Swales said residents are being encouraged to join
Neighbourhood Watch schemes. Councillor Woodhouse said the scheme in Potto works very well.

4.

Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council. None.

5.

Planning Applications

a.

Proposed alterations and extension to Rosewood, Goldgate Lane for Mr J M Barnfather. 11/00699/FUL.
Councillor Woodhouse had raised several points under CP1, DP1, CP16, CP17, DP30 and DP32. It was
agreed to defer a decision until other Councillors had looked at the points and a further meeting will be held
on Wednesday to make a decision.

6.

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting

a.

f.

Public Access System for Planning Applications. Bring forward next month.
Footpaths and Green Lane. Nothing to report.
Developments in Broadband. Mr Whitlock has e mailed parishioners about the system.
Grass Cutting. A quote had been received from Mr A Hutchinson and the Council agreed to accept it.
Elections. There will not be an election for Potto Parish Council. Five nominations were received for the five
vacancies.
HMRC Registration. The Clerk has registered the Council has a new employer.

7.

Finance

b.
c.
d.
e.

A notice of the Audit of Accounts was received from Mazars. It was agreed to renew the Council’s membership
of YLCA at a cost of £120. The renewal of the insurance premium was received from Aon Limited at a cost of
£334.23. It was agreed to renew this. A cheque for £10 was agreed to be paid to the Hambleton North
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.
8.

Reports from County and District Councillors

District Councillor Mrs Fortune and County Councillor Mr Swales had nothing to add to their reports to the
Annual Meeting.
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9.

No Cold Calling Zone. Councillor Woodhouse had forwarded to Councillors e mails between Mr Proctor
and the County Council Trading Standards about their rule that 100% of residents must agree to the setting up
of a zone.

10.

Village Hall. The minutes of the Management Committee meeting held on 30 March and the minutes of the
Committees meeting with the Swainbees on 11 April had been received and forwarded to Councillors.

11.

Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall. Councillor Woodhouse said it had been agreed that the
Council would get a fixed specification and three quotes in accordance with the specification. He had spoken
to a few contractors and there have been site visits and e mails. One contractor suggested that concrete
sections be used and after discussions with residents the specification has changed. No firm quotes have been
received on the new specification but it looks as though the cost might be nearer £10,000 than £20,000.
Councillor Griffin asked about the drainage and queried whether other people like Northumbrian Water
should be involved to make sure the water does not go down the village. Councillor Woodhouse said there is
a manhole cover on Mr Davison’s section and there will be no water going on to the surface of Cooper Lane.
There is a crossfall section which means that the water drains to one side or the other. Councillor Griffin
asked whether residents who have been dealing with flooding problems at the bottom of the village should be
involved. Councillor Woodhouse thought there would be no significant change. The Chairman said he would
send an e mail to Northumbrian Water telling them what is proposed.

12.

Parish Plan – Actions. Bring forward next month.

Councillor Walters joined the meeting.
13.

Correspondence

a.

Circular from Hambleton District Council giving details of a review of Polling Districts and Polling Places for
Parliamentary elections. Circulate to Councillors.
E mail from Chief of General Staff via YLCA on flying the flag for Armed Forces Day. Forwarded to
Councillors.
E mail from Marie Hitchen, Sustainable Government giving a Public Service efficiency update. Forwarded to
Councillors.
E mail from Mr P Cole, Hambleton District Council giving details of a Localism in Practice workshop to be
held on 18 May. Forwarded to Councillors.
E mail from Mr P Cole, Hambleton District Council giving details of an Energyshare Grant Fund. Forwarded
to Councillors.
Newsletter for March 2011from North Yorkshire Strategic Partnership received by e mail and forwarded to
Councillors.
Stokesley and Villages Community Regeneration Group agenda for meeting held on 6 April e mailed by Mr P
Cole, Hambleton District Council and forwarded to Councillors.
E mail from YLCA on NALC’s Thematic Lobbying Strategy. Forwarded to Councillors.
E mail from the Journal of Local Planning about significant changes to planning as a result of the 2011 budget.
Forwarded to Councillors.
News Digest for 21, 28 March, 4, 11, 18 April e mailed from Rural Services Network and forwarded to
Councillors.
E mail from the District Council Planning Enforcement Officer regarding concerns expressed by residents
about the use of the field at the corner of Butcher Lane and Black Horse Lane.
E mail from NALC on the default retirement age. Circulated to Councillors.

b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.40 pm.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE ELECTORS
OF POTTO HELD ON MONDAY, 18 APRIL 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN
THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors Mrs E Griffin and Mr G Woodhouse
County Councillor Mr T Swales
District Councillor Mrs B Fortune
3 members of the public
1.

Apologies for absence were received from District Councillor Mr S Dickins and Councillor Mr N
Walters.

2.

The minutes of last year’s meeting had been signed as a correct record on 19 May 2010.

3.

Matters Arising from the Minutes. None

4.

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch. Councillor Woodhouse said the Police have promised at a
Neighbourhood Watch meeting to increase their rate of attendance at Parish Council meetings. The
Chairman had printed out a review of Police statistics received for the year and it was noted that they
showed an increase in incidents, crimes and road traffic accidents.

5.

Financial Statement. The Clerk had prepared a statement of accounts for the year ended 31 March
2011. Councillor Woodhouse proposed an acceptance of the accounts as presented, Councillor Griffin
seconded and all agreed.

6.

Chairman’s Report. The Chairman read out his annual report. A copy will be posted on the website.

7.

Annual Reports from County and District Councillors. District Councillor Mrs Fortune praised the
residents of Potto for their determination to get something done about the sewage system and the water
levels at the bottom of the village. Changes and improvements were taking place and credit should go to
the people who have worked with the Environment Agency and Northumbrian Water to improve the
situation. This will help the trout which spawn in Potto and we must protect our wildlife. She thanked the
Parish Council for their work. She will always support the Parish on planning. She had been delighted to
hear someone say at a large meeting she attended that Potto has an excellent Parish Plan. It is a living
document and she complimented those who worked on it. The new title for Parish Plans and Village
Design Statements is a Neighbourhood Plan. She thought the Potto newsletters were invaluable showing
a community spirit and community links to include everyone. She thanked everyone for their support and
if she was re-elected will be happy to serve again.
County Councillor Mr Swales said it has been a hard year of budget cuts and there will be another £3
million cut from the highways budget so only safety work will be undertaken. He expects that a review of
last winter will take place in July/August. Councillor Woodhouse queried whether safety work included
the filling of pot holes. County Councillor Mr Swales said they will be filled if they are dangerous.
Councillor Griffin asked if a member of the public can report pot holes. County Councillor Swales said
they can but it is better if the Parish Council do so.

8.

Village Hall. The Annual General Meeting is to be held next month. They have £5,327 in the Reserve
Account and £6,424 in the Current Account.

9.

Views and Comments of Parishioners. Mr Harper said there were rumours about gypsies moving
onto the field at the corner of Black Horse Lane and Butcher Lane. The Chairman read out an e mail
from the District Council Enforcement Officer on this subject. The Chairman said he had received calls
from residents. A resident had spoken to the owner of the field who has not sold it and his plan is to put
stock in the field. District Councillor Mrs Fortune gave the meeting the information she had and said
residents can ring her about this. It is just rumour and conjecture at the moment. Councillor Woodhouse
asked that some information goes on to the website such as the contact details of the Enforcement Officer.
District Councillor Mrs Fortune said the District Council is very short of Enforcement Officers and she
would not like her to be swamped with calls. Mr Harper asked who he should contact if he saw anything
happening and District Councillor Mrs Fortune said he should ring her or the District Council Offices and
a stop notice can be issued which will be enforced by the District Council. County Councillor Mr Swales
said land owners can run events on 14 days per annum without permission. He said that rules are
changing and gypsies will no longer have more rights than other people. Meetings are being held as the
County Council have to supply sites but no one wants them. There are sites at Thirsk and Selby with
others planned. The Chairman said we have to be vigilant and report through the proper channels.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.50 pm.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY, 23 MAY 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors Mesdames E Griffin and A Carvell Mr G Woodhouse
District Councillor Mrs B Fortune
Councillors signed the Acceptance of Office form and it was resolved that Councillor Macpherson be allowed to
sign his form at the next meeting. Declaration of Interest forms were distributed.
Election of Officers
Chairman - Councillor Wilde was nominated by Councillor Woodhouse and seconded by Councillor Griffin.
There were no other nominations. Councillor Wilde was unanimously elected as Chairman and he signed the
Acceptance of Office form.
Vice-Chairman – It was agreed that Councillors would perform this on a rota basis when necessary.
Responsible Financial Officer – The Clerk would continue to act as the RFO. The Chairman said this would only
be for the next 3 months as the Clerk had given three months’ notice of resignation.
Representatives on Village Hall Management Committee – Chairman and Councillor Griffin.
Representatives to Hambleton Branch Meetings of YLCA – All Councillors will take a turn to attend the
meetings.
The Chairman welcomed the new Councillors, present and absent, to the Council.
Meeting open to the Public. None present.
1.

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales and Councillor Mr Macpherson.

2.

The minutes of last month’s meeting and the minutes of the Annual Assembly for Electors had been circulated
and were signed by the Chairman after being agreed as a correct record.

3.

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch. Crime statistics had not been received from NY Police.
Councillor Woodhouse and Mr Hardy will be attending the Hambleton North Neighbourhood Watch meeting
at 7.15 pm on 25 May in the Village Hall. It is hoped to encourage as many people as possible to attend. Mr
Proctor, Deputy Co-ordinator, will be receiving a supply of stickers for the door saying “No Cold Callers”.
District Councillor Mrs Fortune asked if the Scheme had a budget. Councillor Woodhouse, as Treasurer,
said there is very little money going in and out. Councillor Woodhouse said there have been a number of
incidents regarding cold calling in the parish. Ringmaster messages have been circulated.

4.

Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council

a.

Proposed alterations and extensions to three existing dwellings at 16, 18 & 20 Cooper Lane for Mr M
Whitfield. 11/00252/FUL. Refused. Circulate to Councillors.

5.

Planning Applications

a.

Change of use of agricultural land to domestic at Fir Tree Cottage, 24 Cooper Lane for Mr J Griffin.
11/00819/FUL. Councillor Griffin declared an interest and left the room. There was concern whether two
other Councillors had an interest and District Councillor Mrs Fortune gave her advice. It was agreed that the
Council was unable to offer a view.
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Proposed internal alterations and construction of dormer window on rear elevation at 9 Cooper Close for
Mrs K Patrick 11/01001/FUL. The Council recommended approval.
c. Proposed alterations and extension to Rosewood, Goldgate Lane for Mr J M Barnfather. 11/00699/FUL. At
a meeting held on 20 April the Council voted 2 to 1 to recommend approval with the following observations.
1. Existing house is more than adequate size to provide accommodation for mushroom farming.
2. Loss of amenity garage space will invite possible further development to provide separate garage.
3. House is in open countryside and as such all development has to be shown to be “necessary”. No
supporting details were noted in the application.
4. This application may contravene a number of Core and Development Policies – CP1, DP1,
CP17, DP32, CP16 and DP30.
b.

6.

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting
It was agreed to send an e mail to Mr Cann asking about progress of the public access system for
planning applications.
b. Footpaths and Green Lane. Nothing to report.
c. Cold Calling Zone. Councillors had received copies of e mails between Mr Proctor and NYCC
Trading Standards.
a.

7.

Finance

The Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2011 had been circulated to Councillors. Councillor
Woodhouse proposed, seconded by Councillor Griffin that the accounts be accepted. This was agreed
unanimously. Section 1 of the Annual Return was filled in and this, with supporting documents, will now be given
to our Internal Auditor. Mrs Roberts has indicated that this is the final time she will be acting as Internal Auditor
for Potto Parish Council. The balances in the Council’s accounts are as follows:
Community Account
Business Saver Account

£2,686.53 (9 May 2011)
£1,700.02 (9 March 2011)

The first half of the precept of £1,250 had been received from Hambleton District Council.
8.

Report from District Councillor Mrs B Fortune.

District Councillor Mrs Fortune thanked everyone who had voted for her in the recent election. She was very
pleased to be returned and willing to work with the Council on whatever needs to be done to help Potto stay as
lovely as it is. The new District Council has a lot of new members and committees have been moved around.
District Councillor Mrs Fortune has been elected as Vice-Chairman of the Council and will be Chairman next
year. The Chairman said, on behalf of Potto Parish Council, that he was really pleased she had been re-elected
as she was a strong supporter of the Council and a very encouraging presence.
9.

Village Hall

The minutes of the AGM held on the 9 May, the Chairman’s report and the minutes of the meeting following the
AGM had been circulated to Councillors. The Chairman said a copy of the accounts had been sent to the Charity
Commission. There had been questions about the Charity Commission from the Committee and the Chairman
had said that the Parish Council are the trustees and the Management Committee run the Hall on a day to day
basis.
10.

Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall
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Since the last meeting Councillor Woodhouse had obtained quotes which need to be looked at by the residents,
Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee. Councillor Woodhouse will put together a brief summary prior to
a meeting to be arranged and the Clerk will circulate.
11.

Parish Plan – Actions

Councillor Woodhouse said he would like another meeting with the Footpaths Officers. District Councillor Mrs
Fortune will contact him. The Chairman has replaced 5 trees as the original ones planted had died.
12.

Correspondence
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

Circular from NYCC giving details of the reduced opening hours of household waste recycling centres
and a poster. The poster will be displayed on the noticeboard and the letter circulated to Councillors.
Letter from Hambleton District Council giving details of the appointment of Parish Council
representatives to the Standards Committee. Circulate to Councillors.
Agenda for Hambleton Branch Meeting of YLCA to be held on 8 June 2011 at Northallerton. The
Chairman hoped to attend.
White Rose Update and details of Joint Training Conference from YLCA had been e mailed to
Councillors.
Details of revised first edition of Standing Orders for Local Councils had been received from YLCA
and e mailed to Councillors.
Annual Report and notification of AGM of CPRE held on 20 May. Fieldwork and Countryside
Voice magazines. Circulate to Councillors.
Spring Edition of CC News from the Charity Commission e mailed to Councillors.
Public Services Efficiency Update and Public Services Efficiency News received from Sustainable
Government by e mail and forwarded to Councillors.
News Digest for 3, 10 and 17 May received by e mail from Rural Services Network and forwarded
to Councillors.
Rural Matters received by e mail from Yorkshire & Humber Rural Affairs Forum and forwarded to
Councillors.
Clerks & Councillors Direct magazine. Circulated to Councillors.
Country Air magazine from Rural Action Yorkshire. Circulated to Councillors.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.25 pm
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY, 20 JUNE 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors Mrs E Griffin, Messrs. I Macpherson and G
Woodhouse
District Councillor Mrs B Fortune
Councillor Macpherson signed the Acceptance of Office form and was given the Registration of Interests form.
Meeting open to the Public. None present.
1.

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales and Councillor Mrs A Carvell.

2.

The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after being
agreed as a correct record.

3.

Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch. The crime statistics for May were received from NY Police.
It was noted that the figures were slightly down on the previous year but violence against the person was up.
The Senior NW Co-ordinator has put a supply of NW leaflets and stickers in the notice board and
members of the public are encouraged to help themselves.

4.

Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council

a.

Proposed alterations and extension to Rosewood, Goldgate Lane for Mr J M Barnfather. 11/00699/FUL.
Approved, subject to conditions.

5.

Planning Applications

a.

Revised application for proposed alterations and extensions to three existing dwellings 16, 18, 20 Cooper
Lane for Mr M Whitfield 11/01100/FUL. A District Council Planning Committee site visit had taken place
today. The Council decided on No Observations.

6.

Matters Arising from last month’s meeting

Public Access to Planning Applications. E mails had been received from Mr Wood, District Council and
the system should be up and running shortly.
b. Footpaths. Mr Hardy has been strimming the footpaths.
c. Oil Supplies. Councillor Macpherson said residents in Osmotherley have been given help from the District
Council to form a co-operative to help bring the price of oil down. The Chairman said Mr Bridgstock from
the District Council would be prepared to come and give a talk. Mr D Richardson has said he would be
prepared to act as co-ordinator. District Councillor Mrs Fortune said a scheme is up and running at Picton.
The Chairman will put details in the newsletter asking residents to get in touch.
a.

7.

Finance

The report from the Internal Auditor was received and accepted by Councillors. Her invoice for £35 was
agreed for payment. Section 2 of the Annual Report was filled in and signed by the Chairman and Clerk. The
Annual Report and attachments will now be sent to Mazars. The balances in the Council’s accounts were as

follows:
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Community Account
Business Saver Account

£2,352.30 (10 June 2011)
£1,700.23 (10 June 2011)

The following invoices were agreed for payment:
Mr A Hutchinson – Grass cutting verges
YLCA – 6 copies of Good Councillors Guide
8.

£156.00
£5.50

Report from District Councillor Mrs Fortune

District Councillor Mrs Fortune has been re-elected as Chairman of Stokesley & Villages Community
Regeneration Group. If you have projects that you want help with, it is the ideal place. Last month there was a
talk on the digital switchover and the help scheme, which includes financial help, for 2012. Leaflets from District
Councillor Mrs Fortune were circulated to Councillors.
9.

Road Safety

Councillor Woodhouse said at the T junction of Station Lane and Belbrough Lane in Hutton Rudby the grass
has grown very high and is impeding sight lines. NYCC Highways will be contacted about the visibility splay.
Highways will also be asked whether road markings could be painted on the junction of Cooper Close and
Cooper Lane. Councillor Macpherson said a resident had complained about the parking at the top of Cooper
Lane. The Council thought that it was only very occasionally that the parking was bad.
10.

Village Hall.

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 June and planning for the BBQ on 17 July had been received by e mail
and circulated to Councillors. An extensive programme of repairs is being carried out.
11.

Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall

A report was received on the meeting held on 16 June. The quotations for repairs were discussed and whether
to raise the necessary funds to do a proper repair. There is an option to agree a format for lesser quality
repairs. There are insufficient funds to complete what would be classed as a permanent repair. Three quarters
of the amount required could be raised. There was a suggestion that a digger and driver be hired to dig out and
fill with road planings which would be a better surface than there is now. Councillor Woodhouse had spoken to
the driver and he is willing to do the job. He can dig out in 3 days and can dispose of spoil free of charge. The
work would have to be done before the middle of August. Councillor Woodhouse had spoken to a contact
who has 3 tons of road planings for sale and also has a roller. He thought about a third of that amount would be
needed and should get a quote on Friday. The cost should be about £3,000. Councillor Griffin asked who
would take responsibility for this. Councillor Woodhouse said a community group will be organised. In the
Parish Plan Questionnaire great support was shown for improvements to the surface of the access lane to the
Village Hall which is demonstrable evidence that residents want it doing. There was a suggestion that there
could be a one off increase in the precept. The Chairman said the next step is to tell everyone what we have
found out. Councillor Macpherson thought it might be prudent to leave any work until after the extensions on
the cottages have been built. As the Parish Plan was completed in 2007 it was suggested that a letter be sent to
all residents about the proposals. Councillor Woodhouse said if we wanted to put a concrete plinth where the
lane meets the main road it would cost £600 if we laid it ourselves. The Chairman said we would need

permission from NYCC Highways.
12.

Parish Plan – Actions

The action on the access lane takes precedent.
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13.

Correspondence

a.

E mail from Mr G Hopper about the Potto Pumping Station. It was agreed that the Council would attend
the meeting at the pump house at 6.00 pm on Monday, 18 July.
E mails from Rural Services Network giving News Digest for 10, 17, 24 May and 15 June. Forwarded to
Councillors.
Public Services Efficiency Update and Public Services Efficiency News e mailed from Sustainable
Government and forwarded to Councillors. It was agreed to continue receiving these e mails.
E mail from Mr P Cole, Hambleton District Council giving a Digital Switchover Checklist. Forwarded to
Councillors.
Minutes of the meeting of Stokesley and Villages Community Regeneration Group held on 6 April received
by e mail from Mr P Cole, Hambleton District Council and forwarded to Councillors.
E mail from Mr Cole, Hambleton District Council asking for a satisfaction survey on LSP Area Groups to
be filled in. Forwarded to Councillors.
Surface Dressing programme received by e mail from NYCC and forwarded to Councillors.
Legal briefing from NALC on Councillors’ Notification under the Data Protection Act 1998 received by e
mail from YLCA and forwarded to Councillors.
E mail from YLCA giving details of the relaxation of planning rules for change of use from commercial to
residential. Forwarded to Councillors.
Neighbourhood Planning information received by e mail from Journal of Local Planning and forwarded to
Councillors.
Details of Planning Seminars for Local Councils to be held in July received by e mail from YLCA.
Forwarded to Councillors.
Consultation from NYCC on proposed Countywide Civil Parking Enforcement received by e mail.
Forwarded to Councillors who could reply individually if they wished.
Update from NYCC on Highways and Transportation Services. Circulated to Councillors.
E mail from YLCA on Power of Well Being training. Forwarded to Councillors.

b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.25 pm
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MEETING IN PUMP HOUSE AT 6.00 PM ON MONDAY, 18 JULY
Present: Councillors Mesdames E Griffin and A Carvell and Mr I Macpherson
District Councillor Mrs B Fortune
Members of PRAG – Messrs C Moore, E Hempsey, G Hopper, D Richardson and
Mr I Wilson, Northumbrian Water
Mr Wilson of Northumbrian Water showed the improvements that had been made to the pump house
and answered questions from those present. It was generally agreed that Northumbrian Water had done
an excellent job and a letter of thanks will be sent.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY, 18 JULY FOLLOWING THE ABOVE
MEETING
Present: Councillors Mr I Macpherson (Chairman) Councillors Mesdames E Griffin and A Carvell
District Councillor Mrs B Fortune
1 member of the public
Meeting open to the public
Mr Carvell gave an update on the situation regarding the access lane. More quotes had been obtained
for the repair work and different options are being discussed. One option is not to do the part that is
privately owned and resurface the rest which would mean a reduction in cost.
The Chairman closed the meeting to the public.
1.Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales, District Councillor Mr S
Dickins, Councillors Messrs A Wilde and G Woodhouse.
2.The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after being
agreed as a correct record.
3.Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch
The crime statistics for June had been received from NY Police and forwarded to Councillors.
4.Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council
a. Change of use of agricultural land to domestic at Fir Tree Cottage, 24 Cooper Lane for Mr J Griffin.
11/00819/FUL. Approved, subject to conditions.
b.Retrospective planning permission for internal alterations and construction of dormer window on rear
elevation for Mrs K Patrick. 11/01001/FUL. Approved, subject to conditions.
c. Revised application for proposed alterations and extensions to three existing dwellings 16, 18, 20
Cooper Lane for Mr M Whitfield 11/01100/FUL. Approved, subject to conditions.
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5.Planning Applications. None.
6.Matters Arising from last month’s meeting
a.Footpaths. Nothing to report.
b. Public access to Planning Website. E mails from the District Council saying the site was now
available for use had been circulated.
7.Finance
The Clerk reported that the Annual Return and accompanying papers had been sent to Mazars, the
external auditors. The balances in the Council’s accounts are as follows:
Community Account
Business Saver Account

£2,352.30 (10 June 2011)
£1,700.23 (9 June 2011)

8.Option of a one off increase in the Parish precept to pay for access lane improvements
It was agreed to leave this discussion until a full Council was present. The Chairman said there will
have to be a consultation with all residents. Councillor Griffin said we must be completely transparent
in what is proposed.
9.Report from District Councillor Mrs Fortune
District Councillor Mrs Fortune said she would take the opportunity to talk tomorrow to the District
Council’s publicity department about the work that has been done in the Village by Northumbrian Water
and others. The residents have been very important in the discussions and she congratulated PRAG.
Northumbrian Water has done sterling work and the environmental project is fundamental to the village.
The Chairman said the next step is a flood defence barrier. District Councillor Mrs Fortune asked if Mr
Clive Thornton had been approached about this. The Chairman was not sure. District Councillor Mrs
Fortune said she would ask Mr Thornton for an update on the land owners near the river and would refer
him to Mr Hopper if necessary. The Chairman thought it was the land owners’ responsibility to look
after the banks of the stell.
10. Village Hall
The minutes of the Management Committee meeting held on 11 July had been e mailed to Councillors.
11. Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall
Nothing further to report.
12. Correspondence
a. An e mail had been received from NYCC giving details of the changes to the mobile library service
and forwarded to Councillors.
b.E mail from Rural Yorkshire giving details of Rural Community Buildings training to be held on 19
July at Masham. Forwarded to Councillors.
c. Agenda and papers for the Joint Annual Meeting of the YLCA to be held at Poppleton Community
Centre on 23 July. Circulate to Councillors.
d.The YLCA Training Programme for this Autumn/Winter had been received and e mailed to
Councillors.
e. An e mail from YLCA on training available for Clerks had been forwarded to Councillors.
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f. E mail from YLCA giving details of the retirement of Chief Officer, Ian Strong. Circulate to
Councillors.
g.Information from Hambleton & Richmondshire on the Physical and Sensory Impairment Reference
Group. Circulate to Councillors.
h.Offer from Chris Mewse for Parish Online mapping. Circulate to Councillors.
i. Details from the Voluntary Service Association of the Community Accounting Network. This will
be given to the Village Hall Management Committee.
j. E mail from Rob Bailey asking for support for proposed new planning guidance to major developers.
Forwarded to Councillors.
k.White Rose Update emailed from YLCA and forwarded to Councillors. Advice note from YLCA on
website development. Circulated to Councillors.
l. Public Service Efficiency Update e mail forwarded to Councillors.
m. Community News from Hambleton Local Development Agencies. Circulated to Councillors.
n.News Digest for 22 & 28 June, 4 & 11 July e mailed from Rural Services Network. Forwarded to
Councillors.
o.Clerks and Councils Direct magazine. Circulated to Councillors.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed.
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY, 15 AUGUST 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors Mrs A Carvell, Messrs I Macpherson and G
Woodhouse
District Councillor Mrs B Fortune
2 members of the public.
The Chairman made a presentation to the Clerk who was retiring after 24 years service to Potto Parish
Council.
Meeting open to the public
No comments. Councillor Woodhouse said that Potto now has a high speed broadband connection. There is
an e mail from Mr Whitlock giving details and a copy on the notice board.
1. Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales and Councillor Mrs E Griffin.
2. The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after being
agreed as a correct record.
3. Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch. The crime statistics for July had been received from NY
Police and forwarded to Councillors. It was noted that as last year there had been 3 burglaries and 1
criminal damage but total crimes were down for the whole ward. An e mail from North Yorkshire Police
about a meeting concerning communications focus groups to be held in Northallerton on 8 September had
been forwarded to Councillors. Councillor Woodhouse will forward a copy to Mr Hardy.
4. Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council. None.
5. Planning Applications. None.
6. Matters Arising
a. Meeting at Pump House. District Councillor Mrs Fortune said Hambleton District Council Publicity
Department would like to do an article on this. Mr Hopper had given her lots of information but she was
unsure what should go in the article. The Chairman agreed to talk to Mr Hopper about this. The Clerk
said thank you letters have been sent to Northumbrian Water.
b. Footpaths. At the moment the main focus of the Council is the lane. District Councillor Mrs Fortune said
footpaths are dealt with by the County Council. A replacement bridge for the stell was at the top of the
list and will be done this year. A lot of delay had been caused by the landowner being unwilling to give
permission for the work to be done.
c. White Lining. An e mail was received from the County Council in reply to the Parish Council’s request
for white lining at the junction of Cooper Lane and Cooper Close. The County Council are not prepared
to put white lines at this junction.
7. Finance
a. Discussion option to increase precept to pay for access lane improvements. The Chairman this matter
has been going on for quite a while and he had an action to put an item in the newsletter and this has been
done. The Chairman read out the article. Councillor Woodhouse said the views of the residents had
already been taken in the most robust way. Councillor Macpherson said we need to ensure that everyone
knows that they will have to pay. District Councillor Mrs Fortune said you need the goodwill of the

community.
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Councillor Woodhouse said it will be £26 for the average payment, some slightly more, some slightly
less. If we choose another option for the lane, say chippings, it will be less. The Chairman said it
will be a big improvement but as it is public money we need to make sure everything is transparent.
Councillor Macpherson suggested putting water services in while the work is being done.
b. Information from Barclays Bank on changes to service to Community Account customers. Circulate to
Councillors.
c. The Annual Return had been received back from Mazars. Copies of the relevant sections will be
displayed on the notice board.
d. Two accounts were due for payment – Clerks & Councils Direct – Subscription Renewal - £11.00
Mazars – Audit Fee Year ended 31 March 2011 - £60.00
and payment was agreed.
8. Report from District Councillor Mrs B Fortune
It had been a good month. She will miss the Clerk. Legislation is changing all the time and more power will
be coming to the Parishes.
9. Village Hall
The Charity Commission News had been received by e mail and forwarded to Councillors. The kitchen is
currently being renewed and a catering oven is to be installed.
10. Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall
Councillor Woodhouse said the sketch received from NYCC is not what we require. It does not have a
crossing point. We believed that this road was too narrow to be adopted by the County Council but is it worth
asking again? District Councillor Mrs Fortune said she thought County Councillor Mr Swales said it was too
narrow. Councillor Woodhouse said it would be prudent to ask Highways if there are any criteria for adoption
and for them to make a site visit.
The Chairman opened the meeting to the public. Mr Carvell said if the highways specification is met it could
be adopted.
The Chairman closed the meeting to the public.
It was agreed to ask for specification for a verge crossing.
11. Correspondence
a. Request from Hambleton District Council for the Parish Council to have a public open space, sport and
recreation plan. Circulate to Councillors. In answer to a question on grants, District Councillor Mrs
Fortune said there is match funding but no 1 off payments.
b. Consultation from NYCC to refresh the Sustainable Community Strategy for North Yorkshire. Circulated
to Councillors by e mail.
c. Update from Hambleton District Council and Standard Committee Report. Circulate to Councillors.
d. Circular and poster from York & North Yorkshire Waste Partnership on Love Food – Hate Waste –
Community Training. The poster was put on the Village Hall notice board.
e. Information from Richmond & Hambleton Furniture Store charity. Information will be circulated and a
poster put on the notice board.
f. Herriot Newsletter – circulate to Councillors plus poster for notice board.
g. Fieldwork magazine from CPRE. Circulate to Councillors.
h. Letter from Royal Horticultural Society inviting Parishes to enter Britain in Bloom. Circulate to
Councillors.
i. News Digest for 18, 25 July, 1, 8 August received by e mail from Rural Services Network and forwarded
to Councillors.

j.

Agenda and papers for Stokesley & Villages Community Regeneration Group meeting held on 10 August
received by e mail from Mr P Cole, Hambleton District Council and circulated to Councillors.
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k. Public Service News received by e mail from Sustainable Government and forwarded to Councillors.
l. E Mail from Mr S Shaw on proposed planning guidance for major developers. Forwarded to Councillors.
m. Newsletter from NYCC received by e mail and forwarded to Councillors. The Chairman said it could go
on the Potto website.
n. E mails from YLCA on Training Events and What’s New to Website. Forwarded to Councillors.
o. E mail from NYCC on the Winter Maintenance Parish and Town Councils Scheme. The Chairman will
look at this.
p. E mail from Yorkshire Energy Partnership on Free Insulation. Councillor Woodhouse said a fuel buying
consortium is being organised by Messrs Richardson and Stapleton. Mr Richardson is going to write an
item for the newsletter.
q. Information from Rural Yorkshire on Village SOS Competition received by e mail and forwarded to
Councillors.
r. Posters from Hambleton District Council. Will be displayed on notice board.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors, Mr I Macpherson and Mrs E Griffin
District Councillor: Mrs B Fortune
County Councillor: Mr T Swales
1 member of the public.
The Chairman welcomed Joanne Wilde as Clerk to Parish Council.
Meeting open to the public
Mr Colin Moore updated the Parish Council on developments related to improvements in the flood
defences for Potto Beck. A formal proposal from Environmental Agency regarding the flood barrier
has been declined due to costs. The Environment Agency is now considering revising its design
for the defences. It was suggested that the cost for the initial barrier design was approximately
twice the initial estimate, it was felt that the revised proposal for the re-designed barrier should be
submitted before the next financial year. The area adjacent to the beck is now getting very eroded
and the footpath is at risk of being washed away in some places, the river is also starting to erode
surrounding fields. The Environmental Agency needs to clear away fallen branches, they have been
contacted and we have received positive feedback, but they have yet to arrive and start the work.
Clive Thornton has the information on land ownerships for the areas affected. Colin will compile a
letter to Clive on behalf of the Parish Council, also to possibly invite him to one of the Parish Council
meetings.
Meeting closed to the public
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G Woodhouse and Mrs A Carvell.
The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after
being agreed as a correct record.
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch The crime statistics for August had been received
from NY Police and forwarded to Councillors. Crime statistics are very useful and show the crime
over the last year has been down through the last year. However people are reminded that the dark
nights will soon be upon us, and for people not to advertise their items, and make sure their things
are safe.
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council None.
Planning Applications None.
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting None.
Finance
Parish precept; Second half received
Receipt from Clerks and Councils: Received invoice.
Deferred to item 11
Reports from County and District Councils Councillor Swales reported that Sgt Simon Wilson
has moved from Northallerton Station to Stokesley. The constituency boundary to remain the
same for Potto; however Swainby will be moved into the Malton constituency. This is due to the
government cutting 23 MP’s and need a more even amount of people in each constituency.
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Potto Beck
Updated by Colin Moore, as above

Parish Council Computer Equipment As Ann Pyle was Clerk to both Potto and Hutton Rudby’s
Parish Council’s; she only had one set of computer equipment , which was provided by Hutton
Rudby. One will need to be purchased for the new Potto Parish Council Clerk. Will need to get
quotes.
After some brief discussions, we think it would be best to purchase a laptop (and printer) as then the
laptop can be brought to meetings. Councillor Wilde will get quotes.

Potto Village Winter Salt Stocks Need to top up our stock pile of Salt. Our budget is around £200
for the winter. The County Council charges around £100 per ton of salt. In Middlesbrough you can
bulk buy for around £45 per ton, but then you would have to move and distribute it yourself, there
is also the issue of where to store it so it will not be stolen or used for other purposes. Last year we
got a pallet of 20kg sacks, which was just less than £100 for a ton of salt, we still have two bags left.
AW to get quotes from 3 companies again this year.
Would we also be able to get extra salt bins for Cooper Close and the corner at bottom of the
village? Some companies will give you a free salt bin if you buy a specified amount of salt.
Unclassified Road leading to Village Hall Following an article in the Parish magazine asking
for thoughts there were 9 responses: 5 phone calls and 4 emails were received, all seem pretty
positive. There were also some interesting points raised form the emails regarding the increase
in the precept, these issues should be taken into consideration. VHMC have already invested
£2000 in improvements to the road directly outside the village hall. It was agreed that the council
should seek clarity on the details of the project before further discussions take place. We will need
a detailed price for the job and clarity on ongoing maintenance of the road, liability etc. The road
would need approved standard surface, drainage, and adequate kerbing, etc.
Item will be discussed further at next month’s meeting.
Potto Village Hall A new kitchen has now been installed in the Village Hall, and looks very good,
new catering size oven and dishwasher etc.
Correspondence
Hambleton District Council Strategic forum bulletin
Stokesley play park newsletter
Rural Services network newsletter
Big Society: A What Society
Rural Services Network, Monthly Round Up
Letter from Mr Dominique Stephany
Letter from Pauline Kynge
Letter from David Procter
Taxi Stands in Hambleton, Consultation
Future of the Library Service - item to go on next month’s agenda? Use Pub/VH/church as a book
swap. Mobile library will be making new stops in Potto by mid-October.
Potto Village Hall, premises licence - Premises licences does not affect trustees, apply 12 times a
year at a cost of £30 per application. 28 day consultation period.
Empower Town & Parish Councils - Resolution by Suffolk area of local councillors. Can have more
houses in village, but must have a majority vote of more than 50% of voters for it to go to council.
There will be 4600 new houses in Hambleton district.
Lost appeal on planning. Lots of gypsy sites popping up in the area (Stokesley > Hutton Rudby)
A Celebration of Yorkshire Film Heritage
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AOB
Request for upkeep of the churchyard at Whorlton – to discuss at next meeting.
Local council association meeting is on 12th October at 7.30
Local area Forum at Stokesley Town Hall 17th October
North Yorkshire waste partnership fair
Recycle area in Pub car park? Steve Urwin has said he can allocate a car parking space for
recycling bins. AW to discuss further with Steve.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.15 pm.
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY, 17 OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors, G Woodhouse and Mrs E Griffin
District Councillor: Mrs B Fortune
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales, Councillors Mrs A
Carvell and Mr I Macpherson.
The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after
being agreed as a correct record.
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch
The monthly statistics for the Safer Neighbourhoods Team had been distributed by Email. All
crime stats are down compared to last year. There has been no neighbourhood watch alerts
received recently it is presumed that there has been no alerts to report. Need to check with Mark
for details. Cllr Woodhouse is attending AGM meeting at Kirby on Tuesday night. Will feedback
information at next month’s meeting. The Police non emergency phone number 101 will go live
in December; we need to put information in the village newsletter and notice board.
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council
No Decisions
Planning Applications
Plans were with Cllr Carvell, we need to call a meeting to discuss plans and respond ASAP.
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting
a.
Deferred to item 10
b.
Footpaths in the Potto area. Potto Stell bridge has been made and was due to be put in
place. However due to access issues, it has been stored off-site. Clerk to get in touch with
HDC Mr Peter Penny to ask where it is being stores and when it is likely to be installed.
Brian Mullins needs to be contacted also.
Finance
a.
Deferred to item 10
b.
We have tried to get the Barclays Bank address details changed; however previous clerk
was unable to do so, as not named. The Chairman has been into the bank and spoken to
them; it is now changed and he has also set up the account for internet banking.
The community fund total is currently £3214.80.
c.
Invoice for Andrew Hutchinson for grass cutting £156.00. Cheque signed.
d.
Request for donation from Whorlton old church, for maintenance of graveyard. We
allowed £250 in budget for this. Agreed donation of same sum and cheque signed.
e.
Computer for Clerk: A. Wilde has got some quotes from the internet, various prices. Also
requires a printer, but need to look at costs for ink cartridges. Mr G. Woodhouse may be
able to get an old laptop for £25. If he can does he have permission to purchase – agreed.
However will still need to purchase a printer.
f.
Salt for roads: A. Wilde has got 3 quotes ranging from £150 to £249. Can purchase salt
from same company as last year for £150. Agreed to purchase salt. Also looked into extra
salt bins for the village. There are currently 2 in the village and one at Potto hall cross
roads (salt pit). New yellow bins cost £39.99. However there are issues about if new bins ,
if people hit them etc. Will look into this. The council will fill the current salt bins/pit for free,
then we have to do the next fills ourselves.
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Reports from County and District Councils.
There is a Police Partnership Meeting on Wednesday morning, will anyone be attending? No –
as are away or working. Cllr Fortune will get the information and feedback at the next meeting.
Stokesley Village Rural Initiative have received £2400 funding to offer rural villages for small
projects. They will give 75% of the money required for each project with the community funding
the additional 25%. Can we have a think if there is anything that we need? Cllr Woodhouse,
enquired if funding would be available for the footpath signs. We are tying to get a good footpath
network and there are few footpath markers. It is estimated that we would need less than £100
for this project. Cllr Fortune will get the application forms and pass to G. Woodhouse.
Cllr Fortune warned about being vigilant now the dark evenings/nights are upon us, be extra
careful to protect yourselves from opportunist thieves. If you see someone acting suspicious or a
car they you do not recognise as from the village, take registration a photo if possible.
One car in the area had been caught after someone took the registration and the car was
stopped out of the area and was found to have £7500 worth of stolen cables and goods.
Potto Village Hall
Cllr Wilde attended the Village Hall meeting; they have taken up an offer of a free energy survey,
and expect to receive the reports back soon. They are also investigating the possibility of
installing solar panels on the Village Hall, as it has a large south facing roof. There are currently
grants available for such projects.
Un-surfaced part of Cooper Lane
Due to Cllr Griffin declaring an interest in this topic there was not a quorum of Councillors to
discuss this issue further at this meeting. This will be carried forwards to next month’s agenda.
One further response was received from a resident; no objections to paying additional through a
increase in the precept, but asking who would adopt and maintain road once it is done.
Correspondence
a. setting precepts for 2012-13, council tax rates and tax base for the area. The average value
for our area is £151.44.
b. Beacons for the Queens Jubilee in June – to add to next month’s agenda.
c. Rural Action Yorkshire – Participatory Budgeting.
A.O.B.
Ideas needed for commemorating the Queens Diamond Jubilee in June; light a beacon, plant
trees, BBQ, plaque etc.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.35 pm.

674
MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY, 21 NOVEMBER 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors; G Woodhouse, Mr I Macpherson and
Mrs E Griffin
District Councillor: Mrs B Fortune
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales and Councillor Mrs A
Carvell.
Meeting open to the Public
3 members of PRAG provided updates on current projects:
1. The trees, debris and obstructions have now been removed from Potto beck.
2. The Environmental Agency’s (EA) plans for flood defences that were submitted in
August were refused; these have now been revised and were re submitted on the 10th of
November 2011. They have now been advised that the revised plans have now received
full approval. There are still some final detailed design and planning to be done, but it is all
approved and we are now awaiting completion dates from the EA. It was requested that
this news should be communicated to the village through the Potto newsletter. George
will liaise with the EA tocreate a statement and take a photo for the newsletter. The EA
will also contact land owners, or any residents that may be disturbed to notify of planned
works and its progress. They are also looking at the possibility of having a drop-in session
in the Village Hall to notify residents of work. Dates for this will be confirmed in January.
Cllr B Fortune enquired whether consideration had been given to the local trout population
and its annual migration up Potto beck. It was stated that the EA do not actually go into
the beck, and ‘stir it up’ most of the defences are on and around the banks of the river.
They are also aware of the trout population; however the matter will be raised it with them
again.
3. PRAG stated that they have been corresponding with Clive Thornton of Hambleton District
council for over 2 years, via email, telephone and face to face meetings regarding the
Potto Stells system. They have had lots of positive feedback from him, but no actual
progress. PRAG requested Cllr B Fortune to contact him and assist in finding out
timescales etc. PRAG presented a letter from EA to say that project has been approved,
however nothing has been done. Cllr B Fortune will chase up with Clive Thornton
tomorrow.
4. There followed a number of queries about un-surfaced part of Cooper Lane. Re increase
in precept, ownership and where road re-surfacing will end. Discussions around
ownership of end of road by the farm, and residents who use it more/less than others.
Councillor Woodhouse clarified that the increase in precept will only be for one year. The
Chairman stated that the Parish council want to remain as transparent as possible with
Potto residents, and are still awaiting information to enable to give a clear cost for the
project and any increase in precept. A request was made for a diagram to be displayed
showing where road will be surfaced etc. Either in newsletter or notice board.
Chairman thanked 3 members of public for their help and support with the above projects.
Meeting closed to the public 7.45pm
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The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after
being agreed as a correct record.
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch
The monthly statistics for the Safer Neighbourhoods Team had been distributed by Email.
There has been 3 crimes in the local area, 2 thefts and handling and one burglary in October.
Information on the Police website is very interesting regarding crimes, it shows a map of crimes,
and gives further details. It shows the above 3 crimes were all in Swainby. There is some really
good information on the site and it was agreed to put a link on the website and a link to the
website in December’s newsletter. www.police.uk
Councillor Woodhouse attended the Neighbourhood Watch 25th AGM that was held on 25
October. The following Information was received:
1. ‘Peddlers Licences’ for doorstep sellers. There are many licences out there; there is a
photo of the correct card displayed on the Potto website.
2. Crime is down 8% in our area.
3. Local police van was in the village for 2 hours last Friday, they had very little attendance.
This may be due to lack of advertising and most people are at work. Asked them to
contact us so we can advertise them coming to the village and preferably on a weekend.
4. Diesel, Scrap metal and car keys/cars are the highest thefts, so please make sure your
keys are kept away from the doors, preferable in a cupboard.
5. 101 is the new national non-emergency phone number for crime.
6. www.police.uk is the new website for police info, as discussed previously.

Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council
No Decisions
The planning meeting regarding ‘change of agricultural use’ for stables was held following the
last parish council meeting.
The planning website is not working correctly; comments are not being received/displayed on the
website. Cllr G Woodhouse has been chasing the HDC web people to get this rectified.
Planning Applications
No Applications
Matters Arising from last month’s meeting
a. Un-surfaced part of Cooper Lane.
Mr Carvell has been trying to receive the specification required for roads adjoining the
highway, to-date no fixed specifications have been received. There have been lots of
promises from the Highways Agency, however nothing has been done. The Clerk was
requested to send a letter to Jane Charlton asking for a site visit, Minimum width of road and
is there a specification that needs to be adhered to, and is so, what are they?
Discussions around increase in precept and maintenance etc, It was agreed that more
information was required it was also agreed to contact NALC for advice before anything can
be agreed – Cllr A Wilde to contact.
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b. Footpaths signs in the Potto area
A grant application form has been received and a member of the council has been invited to
a meeting on 23 November 2011 to discuss further. However, no one is able to attend, Cllr b
Fortune will out information forward at meeting.
Discussions around walkway along side of A174 from Black Horse Lane to Faceby, it is
2meters wide, and could possibly be utilised as a cycle path
.
C. Computer equipment for Clerk
Cllr G Woodhouse stated that this is still ongoing, hopefully have by next month, the Clerk
also requires a printer – Cllr B Fortune will look into the possibility of getting a second hand
printer.
Finance
a. The Chairman reported that Barclays Bank have not completed the requested tasks
regarding redirecting the statements and internet access, we currently have no access to
internet banking. They are hopefully sorting this soon.
They did give our current bank balances.
£3214.80 in Community Account.
£1744.44 in Business Account.
b. The current and previous Clerks have not been paid. The Previous Clerk has not been
paid since March 2011. There is a yearly fee of £55 for PAYE to get the payments done.
PPC also needs to be registered as having an employee. The website was very confusing,
trying to register, so contacted via phone.
Vote to pay the fee – Agreed.
c. Clerk requires petty cash – Sum of £50 was agreed.
d. Road Salt has been purchased by Cllr A Wilde. However as a designated signatory,
he cannot sign cheque to self Cllr Wilde declared this as a potential issue, it was agreed
to issue a cheque in this instance. It was further agreed to obtain a third signatory on
the account to avoid this problem in the future. Further discussions were held regarding
purchasing an additional salt bin for placement at the bottom end of the village, it was agreed
to purchase one additional salt bin.

Reports from County and District Councils.
Cllr Fortune warned about being vigilant now the dark evenings/nights are upon us, and the
need be extra careful to protect yourselves from opportunist thieves. If you see someone acting
suspicious or a car they you do not recognise as from the village, take registration a photo if
possible.
There is a Police Partnership Meeting on Wednesday morning.
Potto Village Hall
Kathy Young had a meeting with Rob Cullen from Environmental Health, they praised the new
kitchen in the Village Hall.
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Garden Bonfires
A number of upset residents complained to councillors about excessive smoke from a garden
bonfire. Cllr G Woodhouse spoke to HDC and received some information from them. A Poster is
now in notice board and on Potto website with do’s and don’ts of garden bonfires.
Correspondence
a. CPRE membership – needs renewing.
b. Potto Slack Bridge – The project will be considered in the new financial year. Discussion
on the history and location of bridge. Looking at email regarding bridge, it seems that the
bridge has not actually been made – we had been led to believe it had been made and
was sat in storage ready for installation.
c. Digital switchover information will be in the Newsletter.
d. Rural Services Network Survey – will check closure date on form.
e. NYLCA Subscription Fees – Next month’s meeting
A.O.B.
Ideas needed for commemorating the Queens Diamond Jubilee in June; light a beacon, plant
trees, BBQ, plaque etc.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50 pm.
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF POTTO PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY, 19 DECEMBER 2011 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Councillor Mr A Wilde (Chairman) Councillors; Mr G Woodhouse, Mr I Macpherson and
Mrs E Griffin
District Councillor: Mrs B Fortune
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Mr T Swales and Councillor Mrs A
Carvell.
Meeting open to the Public
2 members of public were present; Mr & Mrs Thompson who wished to discuss planning
application 11/02578/FUL for solar panels and a wind turbine at Lane House, Butcher Lane.
Mr Thompson outlined the application and stated that he had canvassed neighbours on
the application and did not receive any negative comments. The Chairman said that further
discussions would be held during the council meeting under planning applications.
Meeting closed to the public 7.30pm
The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after
being agreed as a correct record.
Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch
The monthly statistics for the Safer Neighbourhoods Team had been distributed by Email. All
crimes are down on last years statistics.
Councillor Woodhouse had nothing significant to report regarding the Neighbourhood Watch.
Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council
No Decisions.
Planning Applications
a. Planning application 11/02223/FUL has been withdrawn.
b. Planning application 11/02578/FUL Wind Turbine & Solar panels Butcher Lane.
Mr and Mrs Thompson have applied or permission to have 16 ground level solar panels and
a wind turbine with a 9 meter mast installed at Lane House, Butcher Lane. It was noted that
the proposed site is well away from other properties. Mr Thompson stated that the turbine will
produce minimal noise, and will be silent at a distance of 100 meters.
Councillor E Griffin declared an interest, as she lives close to their property.
Cllr Woodhouse stated that he had been contacted by some residents regarding the application
and that there were some questions regarding the application. Mr Thompson said that the
immediate neighbours have been and contacted, and had no objections, and that there close
neighbours across the road are very happy for project.
There were some questions regarding the height of the wind turbine, Mr Thompson stated
that they had included some representative pictures to show the view of the wind turbine from
neighbouring properties.
A motion to approve the application was approved by 3-1.
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Matters Arising from last month’s meeting
a. Unsurfaced portion of Cooper Lane
a. Letters sent to Jane Charlton at the Highways department – they have sated
that will respond within 20 days.
b. Letter sent to NALC – they have stated that they will respond within 21 days.
b. Grant application for footpath signs was rejected.
Further discussion on this point suggested that the district council is statutorily
obligated to replace broken or missing way markers.
Cllr Woodhouse will put some words together and the Clerk will send out to Ian
Burgess. To find out what we need to do to get them replaced i.e. do we need
photos/map references etc?
c. Computer equipment for Clerk. Councillor G Woodhouse has secured a laptop for
£25. A printer still needs to be purchased, it was suggested that a Kodak is the
most financially suitable in terms of cost per sheet printed.
d. A new salt bin has been purchased for the corner of Cooper Lane at the bottom of
the village. Hopefully it will be in place before Christmas.
No salt has been delivered to the existing salt bins in the village yet, it is meant to
be done in November. Cllr Wilde will contact highways to chase up.
Finance
a. Current & Previous Clerks salary is being processed and will hopefully be rectified
shortly.
b. Parish Council Elections, There is a £100 fee to be paid even if there is no election.
We were aware we had to pay a fee if we did hold an election, however not one if
there was not. This charge has not been budgeted for. No one on the parish council
was aware of this requirement, Cllr Wilde will query this fee.
c. Current Account Mandate, we require another signatory on the account. Cllr Griffin
agreed to do this. Mandate forms will be passed for her to complete.
d. Councillor A Wilde handed out draft budget for 2012. Councillors to look at and will
discuss further at January’s meeting. We will also discuss jubilee and grass cutting
in January’s budget meeting.
e. Current finances;
£2,779.80 in Community Account.
£1700.65 in Business Account.
Reports from County and District Councils.
Nothing to report
Potto Village Hall
The Village hall meeting was last Monday, They had a representative from Eco Energy there to
discuss solar panels on Village Hall. The proposed scheme is for a total of 40 solar panels on the
south facing half of the village hall roof, which will produce up to 10kw of energy. The proposed
scheme is likely to be in two parts;
Part 1, is for One North East to install free of charge a system which includes an electric car
charging point at the village hall.
Part w, would cover direct generation for the village hall and supply to the national grid.
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There will be a Village Hall dinner party to ‘christen’ the new kitchen on 14th January.
There has also been a new oil tank installed at the Village Hall. It has taken a long time to be
installed, as there are lots of tight regulations regarding it being a public building and having the
nursery based there.
A Christmas tree has been installed in the village church yard, it has kindly been donated again
by Prestons of Potto. Members thanked them for the donation.

Correspondence
a. Register of Electors; we need to contact Diane Henry. She will let us know if we are
able to hold a copy.
The Chairman wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and declared the
meeting closed at 8.50 pm.

